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GENERAL.

THIE WITNESS 0F THE SPIRIT IN RELATION TO
THE AUTHORITY AND THE INSPIRATION

0F SGRIPTURE.*

T HE authority and the inspiration of Scripture are closely
connecteci, but they can be conceived of as separate.

There is a measure of authority due to writings to which we
ascribe no inspiration, in the theological sense; but entire
inspiration necessarily carnies with it coniplete authority.

Nearly aIl the mnost intelligent defenders of plenarv inspira-
tion are careful to inforrn us that inspiration can be taken up
and discussed in its proper logical order only when the work

of the Christian apologist has been accomplished. It pre-
supposes that there is a personal God, tlue Creator and Moral
Governor of the universe, and that He has made a super-
natuiral revelation of Himself to mankind, of which the Scrip-
tures are a record historically trustworthy; that is to say. thev
were written by men of competent information and thorough
honesty. Apart from inspiration, it is evident that if the
books of the Bible are the record of a supernatural. Tevelation,
written wvith as much accuracy as we ascribe to the best class

4A lectte delivered at the opening of Knox Colieze, on WVednesday, October 2snd, 1895.


