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disease xvas spreading, the victiîn xvas at last declared m-
eanï, hie had at Ieprosy. But whether a leprosy in the sense

of modern medlicine and suich as has been already described,
w~e are unable to, determine froin the text. The Mosaic i'le
m,'as for practica.l purposes. The disease wvas spreading in
the skin. It inight therefore be of a parasitie. nature and
contagious. It would therefore be declared mnclean, to
prevent its spread arnong other persons.

It is well to remeniber that the word used in the OId
Testaiment to denote leper and leprosy is always Tsara.
This word means to sting, to smite, a sharpness, a, seasic-k--
niess. It is applied to the leprosy of Moses and Mii Cand
to the leprosy of a garment, or house. In this sense leprosy
would mean a whitenless, or niouldiness. The word there
does not apply exclusively to the awful disease known as
as elephantiasis Gxraecorum, or truc leprosy.

This word Tsa.ra is first tused in Ex. iv., 6, where Moses
is stated to ha-ve put his band in lis bosom, and it camne
forth "]leprous as snow." This does not mean that he had
Ieprosy in the modern rneaning of that term. It only means
that bis baud was smitten, that it was white. It miglit have,,
been rendered white by the production of a large vitiligo,
patch, or by the temporary reinoval of ail the blood frorn
his hand. Either condition coald be produced as readily as
truc Jeprosy; a.nd further we ha.ve seen that truc leprosy is
not white as snow, but yellow to brown. Moses imrnediately
recovered. This is Iikely if only the circulation in the band
was disturbed.

In Miriarn's, case, Num. xii., 10, there is the account of
an attack- of white leprosy. Aaron wvas vft "y auxions about
this case. He seerns to regard it as of the severe form; for
lie speaks of the flesh being cousuined. Fromn this one
wotild gather that a knowledge of the truc Ieprosy existed
at tha--t period, and that Aaron mis af raid 'Miriam's, case ,vas
one of this kind. It appears froin the description to resemble
more closely a miracnlously cimused and cured case of vitiligo,
or white leprosy, wbich. mna.y affect any part of the body from
the crown of the head to the sole of the foot.

In the cases of Naarnan and Gehazi, 2 Kings, v., we
have two cases. Judgingr from what is said of Gehazi's
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