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good to be true.” The persistency and intensity of such illusions
can be found in full force only in the minds of those who are too
wise and cautious to believe the Christian revelation. Any misrepre-
sentation of missionary enterprises, or of the truth which missionaries
teach, has always a charmed vitality.

A malicious story which I found more than a dozen years ago
in Japan in relation to the building of a Missionary chapel, has been
refuted at leasgt a hundred times only to spring up with fresh life
again and again. The scene at first was laid in Japan and concerned
the Reformed Mission in Yokohama, but I have since scen it re-
produced in new dress, located in Shanghai, and published with great
particularity as an incident in the American Episcopal Mission of that
city. T'wo years ago my attention was called to an article in a sport-
ing paper in New York, entitled “Ouzing.” There I found the same
old story with the scene laid in Chefou, and given with all the gusto
of some ignorant and conceited globe-trotter who had probably ‘either
forgotten where he had heard the story, or where it belonged, or who
had located it where he was more familiar with the ground or could
present it with the most picturesque effect. The story, though false
to the core, is annually heard by hundreds of Pacific steamer passen-
gers who receive it as a clear, straightforward record of truth and
verity.
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A lady missionary, returning from China, says: “One does not
have to bea hero any more in order to be a missionary ; one goes forth
prepared to endure all things heroically, and finds that friends at
home have so thought of and cared for every want that there is
scarcely any call for heroism at the station.” That is as it should be.
Those who remain behind by “ the stuff ” should bountifully supply
every need of those fighting at the front. But there are fields of
labor, which, even in this day of casy and rapid communication and
transportation, and in spite of the warm love of Christian friends at
home, remain heroic in every sense of the word. Let the following
simple historic narrative of one of the newest of the missions under-
taken by the Moravian brethren witness to that. Missionary hero-
ism is still extant among these pioncers of modern missions.

In the winter of 1884 Dr. Sheldon Jackson, of the Pxesb3 terian
Church, appeared in ])«,thl(_hun Pa., to plead for a missionary to the
Iskimos of Northwestern Ah.\l\a. e presented the canse to the
4 Moravians in this wise: That these Eskimos were so degraded, so
debased; that the conditions of missionary labor among them were so
severe, so dreary, so cheerless; that these forlorn people were literally so
God-forsaken, that he could find no one who was willing to carry the




