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out to the eastern coast. That the Alaskan, Labrador, and Greenland
Eskimos are one and the same race is proven by the almost identical lan-
guage. This statement will be readily attested by a comparison of the
Eskimo-German grammars published by Bourquin, a missionary to the
Labrador Eskimos, and by Kleinschmidt, a missionary to the Green-
landers.

Cape Prince of Wales is by far the largest and most characteristic
Eskimo settlement in Alaska ; and it was here that the first missionary
home was established in Arctic Alaska. The pative name of the place is
Kin-né-gan, and comes from the Eskimo verb that means “ to see.” The
sightly position of the place, too, would naturally suggest such a name.

In the village there are about 550 people with whom we were in daily
contact for more than a year. Being thus in a position to speak of them
from an experimental knowledge, it may be possible that, in presenting
this field to the readers of Tre Misstonary REview oF Toe WorLp, some
hearts may be warmed toward this stolid, unimpressionable people.

Our house—the enly one above ground—mwas built for us by the Ameri-
can Missionary Association, under whose auspices we were to labor as mis-
sionaries. We arrived in June, after a twenty-cight-days’ voyage on a
whaling ship, bringing with us our household goods and our supplies for a
whole year, for we were north of Sitka two thousand miles, and had left
San Franciseo, our most accessible market, three thousand miles behind us.

Here we found a dark-skinned, straight-haired, savage-looking people,
dressed wholly in skins. They were all bareheaded, the men and boys
with heads shaven around the top, reminding one of tonsured monks.

Perhaps the most striking thing, however, in the appearance of the
men was the labrets worn by them. Their under lips were pierced by
large holes, protruding from which were picces of walrus tusk, cuff-buttons
or glass stopples. The women were tattooed down the chin with three
stripes radiating from the under lip. Their noses were pierced, but no
ornaments were worn, the hole being utilized sometimes for carrying
needles. These were strange sights ; but looking at this custom from an
unprejudiced standpoint, it .5 no more barbaric than is ear-piercing in our
own country.

The people live in dark underground houses, so stifling and hot, even
with the thermometer outside at 35° F, below zero, that the natives, while
in their igloos (houscs), are naked to the waist.

The Eskimos are polygamous when they have acquired property enough
to become so.  There is always the ‘‘ favorite wife,”” the others occupy-
ing very much the position of servants. The largest number of wives a
{‘ape Prince of Wales native has is four.  After children are born to them
marriage is 8s permanent as with white people ; but previous to that it is "
very common for the men to exchange wives.

The Eskimo women, as a rule, are kindly treated, and their small, well-
shaped hands show how little real drudgery they do. A greater part of




