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out to the eastern coast. That the Alaskan, Labrador, and Groenland
Eskimos are one and the saine race is proven by the alniost identical Ian-
gurtage. This statement will be readily attcsted by a comparison of the
Eskimo-Gerxnan grammnars publislied by Bourquin, a xnissionary to the
Labrador Eskimos, and by Ileinscbimidt, a missionary to the Grecn-
landers.

Cape Prince of Wales is by far the largest and most characteristic
Eshdmo settiement in Alaska ; and it wvas here that the firsit missionary
]tome was established ini Aretie Alasha. The native naine of the place is
Kin-né-gan, and comes froin the Eskimo, verb that means " to sce." The
sightly position of the place, too, would naturally suggcest stich a naine.

In the village thore are about 550 people with iwhomn we were in daily
contact for more than a year. Being tus in a position to speak of them.
fromi an experimental kzno,%,lcdgre, it may be possible that, in prcsenting
this field to the readers of TnE MISSIONARY REVIEW 0F TuE WORLD, some
liearts may be warmced toward this stolid, unimpressionable people.

Our house-the, only one above groiind--was built for us by the Ameni-
can Missionary Association, under whose auspices we were to labor as mis-
sionaries. We arrived in Jane, after a twenty-eight-days' voyage on a
vhaling slip, bringing with us our hoasehiold goods and our supplies for a

whole year, for ive were north of Sitka two thousand miles, and had lcft
San Francisco, our niost accessible mnarket, three thousand miles belhind us.

ilere we found a dark.skinned, straight-hiaired, savagre-looking people,
drcssed wholly in skins. They were all barehieaded, the men and boys
with beads shaven around the top, reminding, one of tonsured monks.

Perhiaps the most striking thing, however, in thc appearance of the
mon was the labrets worn by them. Thieir under lips -%vere pierced by
large bobes, protruding from. wvich were picces of walrus tusk,, cuif-buttons
or glass stopples. The ivomcn were tattooed down the ohmn Nvith tbree
stripes radiating from the under hip. Their noses were pierced, but no
ornamients were worn, the hiole being utilizcd soinetirnes for carryilig
needies. These were strange siglits ; but looking at this customn froin an
unprejudiced standpoint, it As no more barbarie than is car-piercing in our
own country.

Tite people live in dark underground bouses, so stifling and hot, even
wvith thie therniometer outside at 350 F. below zero, that the natives, whule,
in their igloos (houscs), are nakedl to the waist.

Tite Eskimos are polygamous when they have acquired propcrty enough
to become so. Thiere is always the 'l favorite ,vife," the others occupy-
ing very much the position of servants. 'l'ho ]argest numiber of wives a
Cape Prince of 'Wales native bias is four. After children are born bo thern
marriage is as permanent as withi white people ; bat previous to that it is
very common for the men to, exdhange wives.

The Eskimo, woznen, as a mbl, are kindly trpated, and fieir smali, wclil-
shapcd. bands show how littie real drudgery they do. A greater part of


