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Jaxvany, 1893,

Crops and Live Stock in Ontavio.

T'he last Ontario crop bulletin of the depart.
ment of agriculture has beea received, from
which the following is taken :

Crors 1N GENERAL—In tho August bulletin
wo droew attention to tho fact that the yields of
grain then given wero “‘based upon observation
in the field." We also stated, *'It is greatly to
be feared that more exact determivations ma-le
subsequently will prove tho estimated yields of
the grains in this bullotin too high rather than
too low."” Woe were correct; the results of
threshing given in this bulletin show yields
very much lower than those given in August.
Fall wheat is only six per cent. below our
previous estimate and atill remains as one of
the most succesaful crops of tho year, having
averaged 21.2 bushels per acre. Spring wheat
has turned out very poor, yiclding 12.7 bushels
per acre; from no part of the province have we
reccived any very favorable repo:ts.  Bavloy is
under the average in yield and the quality on
thewhole is not fivst-class, It has been a poor
scason for two-rowed batley ard very little has
been said in its favor., Qats, although over ten
million bushels less in quantity than last year,
are still above the average in total yield. Rye
has done fairly well. Peas are under the aver-
age; the “bugs” have been unusually destruc.
tive; but the increased acreage hag brought up
the total yicld to a fair amount. Unfortunate-
ly many of the earlier indications of good crops
have proven misleading, and we are compelled
to admit that the yicld of farm produce this
past year has been disappointing. From best
to poovest we may averago tie crops thus: Hay
and clover, fall wheat, roots, oats, buckwheat,
rye, barley, corn, peas, spring wheat, potutoes.

Corx.—Tho past scason was less favorable
for corn than 1891. The crop wasplanted Jate
owing to spring rains and the carly growth was
retarded, thongh the late growth was satisfac-
tory. Tho result is that there is a limited crop
of seed corn but it is of fair quality. Corn on
low land was slightly touched by frost in many
districts, Tho acrezge of corn planted was
greater than in the preceding year and the
amount of corn produced for fodder only 10.35
tons per acre.

Beaxs.—Owing to late planting and drouth
of midsummer the crop is limited in acreage
and light in quatity.

Buekwiugar —This crop has turned out fair-
ly well, in some scctions extra well. It has
been somowhat extensively produced in the
Lake Oatario district with good yiclds. Very
littleinjury from carly frosts is reported.

Roors.—Rain, drouth and rot, in the order
named, have been playing havoce with potatoes.
Owing (o carly rains much late planting and
re-plantiog bad to be done, and later on the
cxeeedingly dry weather prevailing prevented
anormal development of the tubers. There
aro consequently many small potatoes. Rot
has appeared in almost every locality, aad in
somc ingtances farmers have left their potatoes
undugas not being worth the trouble. Qdd
ficlds on high, well-draived sandy soils have
done well, but there are not many such. Seve-
ral correspoudents say that there will not be
enough potatocs for sced in their neighbor.
hoods. Owing to the tendency to rot in cellar
and in pit the average yicld per acro prescated
in the table must be discounted to a consider.
able degree. Mangels und carrots were cach
veported in good condition generally, but cor.

vespoudents do not say so much regurding these
crapy us in formor yoars. The planting of tur.
nips was delayed by rains, but apart from injury
from ¢ caterpillars ” in some quarters and a
tendoncy to become ‘‘ rooty ” on low lands, the
crop is consideved to bo in fair condition. The
atoring of turnips was not completed when cor.
vespondents wrote and operations wore then
being interfeved with by broken weather.

Frutt axp FroiT Tress,—~With the excep-
tion of the charry and the plum, which are ra.
pidly beiog thinued out by blackkoot, fruit
trees appear to be healthy, and have suffered
but little from blight or storms.  The curculio
has also helped to keep dowa the yield of plums,
The reports on apples show a great variation in
different localities. The yield was light in
most of the Lake Erie counties and also in
Lambton, but in Huron, Brace, Grey and Sim.
coo and several of the West Midland, Lake Ou.
tario and St. Lawreace and Ottawa counnties a
surplus was roported.  Several correspondeats
in the county of Grey report that buyers could
not get enough barrels to pack the fruit in and
hundredsof bushels of apples had to be fed to
hogs or to lie rotting ia piles which had been
made ready for the packers. Prices for selec.
ted apples were from $1.25 to $1.50 per barrel,
though farmers were selling as low as 93 cents
a bay in several quarters.  There appear to be
be too many fall or early apples grown. The
codling moth was worse than usual and wormy
fruit is common. Thero is also a largs propos-
tion of spotted or scabby apples. Unless pack-
crs have been very caceful Oatariv apples will
havdly keep up their reputation this year for
first-class appzarance and quality. Pears, not.
withstanding blight in soine sections, yielded
well and will bo of good form and size. Grapes
suffered but little from mildew an1 bore fairly
well.  The absence of fall frosts enabled the
fruit to hang on the viaes till an unusually late
period, thus ensuring perfect ripeninl,  Small
fruits were nnly moderate in yield, excepting
wild raspberries, which were plentiful.  How-
over, the fall has permitted the new wood to
ripen well, and the bushes enter the winter in
good condition.

Pastoresaxp Live Stock.—Correspondents
geaerally have a good word to say of fall pas.
tures. Live stock camo off the grass in pretty
good condition, although here and there report.
¢d a trifle thin. Mere fat mutton than usual
will probably appear in the market at the holi-
days. An unusually large number of hogs were
sold onfoot during the fall. Swioe-breeders re-
port peas scarce, but think that the low prices
of other grains will enable them to fatten plen.
ty of pork for the winter market. The supply
of fodder is abundant, hay being a crop with a
big surplus, aud straw being plentiful
also, although much of the latter has
been badly dumaged by frequent raivs.
The silo is becoming more common in
tho dairy districts of the West Midland
and St. Lawrence and Ottawa groupe, but elee-
where farmers appear to be chary regarding
corn ensilage.

Tue Dairv—The scason has been a fair one
for the dairy, pastures gencrally being in good
condition, and the flow of milk beiog pretty
steady. Cheese factories have been well patron.
iz2d on the whole, although the cheeso indus.
try appears to be declining ia favor in the Lake
Erie district. Buatter making appears to bave
taken an onward stride during the year, and
the rovival in this branch of dsiryiog has been

ascribed by several corvespondents to the prac.
tical experimental work of the Travelling
Dairies, Animprovement in quality is veport.
ed from nearly every section ot the province,
aod an advauce in price, ranging from one to
three cents per pouad is noted by several cor.
respandents, The Shorthern grade is the cow
most often found on the Ontario farin, although
the Ayrshire is a favorite in the counties along
the §t. Lawrence. Helsteius and Jerseys ore
being introduced in various districts.

ARrkA AND YIELD OF Firtp Crors—The fol.
lowing reviaed statistics of the crops have been
compiled from carcful estimates, based upon
actual rosults, each ie his own locality, by
nearly 1,400 cocrespondents in all parts of the
province for 1892, while the statistics of 1891
and the averages for cleven yenrs 1882-92 are
given for comparison :—

Yield

Crops, Acrex, Dushels.  per

qacre.

PRO2 L0 966,522 20302497 212

Fall wheat ..... < 1891 ... 849956 21,872,488 25.7
(183202, 903,035 1280410 201

(1892 ... 051,302 5,290,305 12.7

Spring wheat.., - 1501 ... 610,638 10,711,638 21'0
(1802.02., $71,626 §829,125  16.4

1892 ... 499,225 12,274,318  24.6

Barley..... . 1891 .. 533,166 16,141,908 202
Liss2:02, 721052 157700163 95,9

1892.... 1,561,460 61,758,058  34.8

0ats. eveennnn. = 1991 ... 1,880,636 76000642 408
0183292, 1,831,220 23,087,644  35.1

(1892 ... 75231 1,177,822 167

Bye voeveon e 191 .o 67865 1134,630 187
L1832.02., 101,053 1,657,206 10.2

(1832 ... 774,732 14,494,430 187
Peas.......cuuee S 1801 .. 752453 13323,450 034
L1ss2:02.. 678,535 1x901,010 206

1202 ... 125101 2521,214 20.2

Buckwheat..... 1391 .. 107,573 2673.182 24,2
183292, 73,960 1,600,022 222

1992,... 33,249 635,931  16.1
Beans ..... «o.« 1891 ... 4145 769,00 18.6
1193202, 26,935 522,936  19.4

(1802 o M550 12230817 813

Pooatoes.... .- 13N ... 160213 24,035.836 150.1
(1es2902, 153,663 18,445,120 1180

1902 .., 22,026 10,330,474 370.

Mangel-warzels, £ 1901 . . 22961 11,779,443 518,
185202, 19,772 8702,857 410,

(1802,... 9911 352,301 383.

Carsots.. ...... <1991 ... 9,853 33514,016 387,
116202, 10370  3675.621 354,

. (1892 ... 129,627 63,541,601 490,
Turnips.eeeeee.a 2 1891 o0 126,075 03,553 452 516.
(182292, 107,187 44,850,501 418,

Tons.

f 1302 2,515,367 4,031,838 L74

Hay and Clovcrllsz'l 19,975 2,322,798 9¢
193202,. 2,310,933 3210983 1.39

Tue New Fact Waear Cror.  Owing to th
protracted harvesting of the spring-sown crops
and varying conditions of weather, sowing of
the mew fall wheat crop was spread over a
larger period of time than usual.  Most of the
sowing was done September 1st to 15th.  The
carly sown looks better thai the late sown.
Although the growth has not been as heavy as
might be desired, on the whole the condition
is very good.  Very little damaged has been -
observed from any source. Whilzjt is difficult
to accurately estimate the areage, the reports
indicate about the same acreags sown as last
year ; therc may bo a slight decrease.

1vpLEMENTS, —Marked improvement is being
madein fencing,  Tne old “‘snake fence” is be-
ing transformed iato a straight railed fence
with the aid of wire, and wire fencing of various
desigas inalso in favor.  With the change of
fencing there is a noticeable tendency to larger
fields.

December 12th was a day of great 1ejoicing
with tho inhabitants of Manitoulin, a large
island in north Lake Huron, and part of the
proviuce of Qaterio. That day telegraphic com-

manica‘ion with the rest of Canada was opeacd
for the first time,




