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snd the present state of my knowledge does not allow me to assert
which of theso connections,is the most worthy of confidence.? 1 may
not oven have discovored tho precise relations in which the personages
with whose bistory I deal stood to one another. Vet this, I think,
will bo found indisputable, that they werc intimately related, and
that their descendants constituted an impartant element in tho great
Celtic family of nations,

My starting point is the family to which Gilead belonged. This
fanily I believe to have been that of Bethlohem. Howerver, this for
the present is immaterial. We read that Gilead had o sister, whose
nsme was Hammoleketh, or, The Queen.¢ This remarkable lady, for
such her name would indicate her to have been, has no husband
assigned her in the Bible, but the names of her three sons are given.
These are Ishod or Ishchod, Abiczer, who is also called Ezer, and
Mabalab. In secking for a fuller genealogy of the family of Ham-
maleketh, I found it impossible to associate any of the Izers of
Cbronicles with her second son, and for the first no connections
appear. A geographieal trace is, however, afforded for the identifica-
tion of the former in a place in Abiczer of Palestine, ealled Ophrah.®
Now Ophrak is mentioned among the descendants of Othniel the
Kenezite. His father is DMeonothai, who seems to have married
Hathath, the daughter and only child of Othniel. It is very pro-
bable, therefore, that Meonothal was the son of Ezer or Abiczer® A
more interesting connection has been found for Mahalah. His name
is identical, not only with that of the place called Mcholah or Abel
Meholah, which was Gileadite, as was also Ezer, Jazer or Abiezer,
but also with Mahol, the name of a sage mentioned in the book of
Kings.” There his three sons are spoken of, their names being
Heman, Chaleol and Darda. These sons of Mahol again appear in
the book of Chronicles among the descendants of Judah with slight
changes, Caleol and Dara presenting variations illustrative of the
mutable character of early language.® Heman, Calcol and Dara are
in Chronicles called sons of Zerah, an honour which they shared with

3 Eponyms like Ishod and Eshton, Moleketh and Molid, Abishur and Abiezer, Mamro and
Zimran, Eshcol and Chalcol, cannot fail to present greas difficultics in the attempt to distinguish
their traces in many languages.
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