
't'HE CANADA TrEMPERANCE ADVCCATE.

1îroclainung the trafi in ardent spirits as a
lrink, au hnmiioralify, ivhiclt ougli t to bc at
Mer t and i nivc;rsall~j alianloncd.

Tlwese reasons are based upon 'the iv'ell
ititlieiiticated f'act, that ardent sp)irit, to

ean iii Iiallh, is izot otily useless,
"'il ýoSitzVe1Y a nanaons poison. To dep
trutil of this, the niedical fiicuJ4.f our

nityhave borne a decided-Minio-
iv, and it ii flot Presumlptuous to

:î,that no respectable and temperate
,di siciain would venture to contradict
;hi s position. Add to this, tiiat millions
4' mn.n engaged in ail the occupa-

tion., of' lif'e, on the land and on the sea,
ImId li ail climates of' the globe, testify
ironi ilheir oWfl experience, that ardent spi-
rits is unnecessary ; and multitudes of'
dîeni that it is injurious. And whiat is
tiiere to rebut this decisive testimony ?
No:liing but the declaration of' those who
hjave never tried the effects of entire absti-
,ience , and wbo are stili under the delu-
,ive influence of alcohol, that they believe
..' liile does Menet no harni," or perbnps

diey ivill venture to say, "soinetiî?es daes
d/ten gaod."

Ti) the well establislied fact, thiat ai det
;;eista the mnan in health is iseless and

Ilischùciaus, we beg leave particularly to
lirect your attention, gentleqJen, and to
isic ou, ini view of it, iniflie first place:

[s it consistent with the character of a
rood man and a good citizen, to be en-
aged in a traffic ini wlîich you render no

valuable equivalent for the price- vou re.
*:eive? Surely few of you w4WffraIce the
reckless ground of saying, 1 will seli wbat-
,!ter 1 cau get ý.àoney for, regardless of the
consequences. Very many of you ver-
tainly abandon this ground wben you say
- 1 wil 1flot seil to the intoxicated man, or
ta o he liabitual drunkard." Here at least
ïonie of you recognise a responsibility;
Ind you very properly withhiold what «is
.-arnestly solicited, when the price is held
..ut before you, because you would flot do
;niscîîief to an infatuated man for the con.
sîideration of gain. But wby flot go far-
-lier ? Why engage at ail in trafficking in
.1 drink wvhich does no man good, and does
tcvery mari who takes it more or less mis-
cliiet'? About every honourable and pro.
Der business there is a mutual accommo-
dation between the employer and the em-
ployed, the seller and the buyer; and the
%reil being of society, in ail tlaeir relations,
is promoted by their excbanges. The
rnerchant in his traelce in valuable comnia-
clities, the agriculturist, the nieclîaniç, the
setentifle and literary man, the physician
the Iawyer, the clergyman, in their ex.
changes with each other, in the productsa
of' their labor and skill, render a mutuai
benefit, and promote the hest interests of

society. But can this be said of the seller
of' spirituous liquors as a drink ? On the
contrary, he takes the "-fool's pence,': and
delivers hlm that ivhlicbi he baci better, fr
better pour upon the groun d than drink it
himnself, or carry it to pe. 'l'O this
ht is no sfficie1t r ]lit hat the buyer is
to judg ~sel wvlether, the article is
fo r isYou knoaw i is flot for his
good, Wnnot, therefoie, as a good
man an agpod citizen, w1b %vould pro.
mote bis 'î livelfare, in -con sistency witli
and in fuiterance of the ivelfare of society,
trafHie in a useless and pernicious article.
WVby is it that public sentiment anad the
laws of' Most ut otir states have proscribed
gamrblîaîg bouses ? And wvhy is àt that lot-
teries are undergoing a like process of pro.
scription ? The keeper miglit say, IlI coin-
pel no man to deal wvitli me, let every man
be tlîe judie of his own wants." But ta
this it is justly replied, you shaîl not un-
dertake ta make a gaint'ul business of that
wvhich is injurious to individuals and ta so-
ciety. To &hs resuit ive are firmly per-
suaded p>ublic sentiment'wiIl eventuallY
co.ne relative tothe traffie in ardqnt spirit
as a drink ; aiul4 we entreat you, gentle-
men, qs those *o would have the world
the 1betýer for tlUir life, to do wbat you
can to basten tItis desireable event by a
voluntary and immediate abandoriment of
the business. You certainly cannot doubt
whicb state of mind, or which reputation
is to be preferrcd, wbether that of the man
who, with a cheerful and honest heart,
bastens ta abandon a traffie which he van-
not eonscientiously pursue, or that of him
who clings ta snch a business untili stern
necessity drives him away. "iThe l4st
rum seller," whenever bis face shaîl .be
seen, will be neither a bappy nor a respect-
able man.

But, gentlemen, it i8 not atone the con-
sideration that you take the produets of
the toil and skill of your fellow men. with-
out rendering themn an equivalent, that
should induce you to abandon this traffic.

It is necessarily, inevitably fqli of wrong.,
and only wrong tawards irnd:-.viduals and
the community. In the sale ofthis poison'
you ruin individuals in their property, their
health tbeir reputatian, their morAl feelings
-you blot out for them evçry joy on earth,
and every good hope of heaven. You des-
troy many a happy home. YQIu put out
the fire on the hearth, and put away food
froni the table; you take away decent
clot'iing, ani leave in its place rags; you
change many bright faces, and glAd hea.rts.
and joyous voices, into sadncp, tears, an-ý
guish, groans and wailng

We know that yau do nt LigeuZ to dq
alt this; we believe that yQu dc> pot deli-
berately purpose to do any part of it ; but

you are cngagcd in a traHfie whieh lias done
it, wiIl do it, and cannot beè carried on
without doiog ail this or more. Do yott
say that you do not mean ta sell ardlent
spirit to the man wbo is injuring lainîselr
by its use ? But w'ben does a man begin
ta injure lîimself by tbe use of ardent spi.
rit ? When does a man begin ta injure him -
self by the use aof tlîat wlîiclî no persan in
healtît can take without producing disease.?
'But again, wben and hoiv did tlîat indivi.
dual attain to that degree of' intemperance
wbicli makes it necessary for your peace
of conscience and respectability ta send
him ta a less scrupulous ruai seller' for
the supply of bis wants ? la there mucli ta
choose betwecn the first and last aof that
series of Il offices" through whichi the in-
temparate mnan is passed on his way froni
health, and happiness, and hope, down ta
the drunkRrd's <lespetate end? We entreat
you, gentlemen,, to pause, look around you,
and view the history ofyour traffic. Are
younfot constrained ta remember some
painful facts which you would gladly erase
from your memory, and have blotted out
fromn the records of heaven ? Would you
nôt give back ail your gains ta dry the
tears froin that father's face who, says
"l Restore ta me my son?' Have yoti
peace within you as you look upon the
paie, sad counitenance, and hear the siglis
Faf tbat broken hearted mother ? Wi1l the
mortgaged farm in your possession answer
as an asset against the cry that goes up
fromn the widow and those more titan or-
phans inta the ears of" IM who judgeth
righteously ?"

'J.liere is another view of tîte consequen-
ces aof tItis traHfic, ta which we beg leave
to çaîl yonr attention, gentlemen, viz:
the burdens toith wuhich it Ioads the commis-
nity. It is a well çstablished, fact tat
fromn three-fourths ta, nine-tenths of the
crime in our laqd Qrigingtvçs in the use of
ardont spirite. Look, naw, at the expense
for maintaining, the poor, buildng prisons,
prosecuting and punisbing crime; and re-
member that no Iess thax. three-fourths of'
this expense is a direct tax~ imposed upon
the comnmunity by the use of' ardent spirits.
When, therefore, you caoÎnt up your gains
from, this traflc in, ardent. spirits, you are
bound ta recollect tisat they ame the pro-
duct of a tex levieci tpon the commuiaity
for you.r sQlitaxy benefit,,tla: foar every
dollar yQu have gained y9ii have tokçn tge
from the public trcasmry. There i% soa.
thing, we are some in this consideratiQn
which cannot be stçAdily coaitemplated
withot- makio& every honorable titn
shrink froin siâch a business.

We have thuzik geptlemren, iiadx*ated ta
you a fov of the considerations which coin-
pel us to regard the traffic in ardent spirits,.


