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ISTORY OF THR CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

7 tles of divine truth, expounded and enforced by the
~ pious and exemplary Culdees. That the church of Scot-
- land, ull after thistime, had no officers vested with
, pre-entinence above their Lrethren, there is the most
: 5 ample and satisfactory evidence, Bede says ¢ That
5. unto the Scots who believed in Christ, Palladius was
;% scat by the Pope as their first bishop.” Balleus, a
% very old British writer, says, * He was the first who
4 did bear the loly magistracy among the Scots, being
% made bisiop by the Pope.” Hector Boece testifies
.4 t0 the same effect, in aimost the same words. Fordun,
-% in his Scotichronicon, tells us that *Before the coming
% of Palladius, the Scots, following the customs of the

" primitive church, had for teachers of the faith, and
ministers of the sacraments, only Presbyters or

. Monks.” John Major in spesking of Palladius says,
.« ¢ The Scots were instructed in the fuith by priests and
. monks,® without bishops.” The testimony of Bu-
¢ chanan is, * This Palladius is believed to have been
*+7 the first who created bishops in Scotland.  For unl
" that time the churches were governed without bishops,

i by monks, with less pride, indeed, and external pomp,

"% but with greater sincerity and holiness of life.”” Even
-¢ Milner, in his history of the church of Christ, iycon-
% strained to admit this fact, though he appeais to do so
~uf with a sneer at the scriptural simplicity of the gov-
“ernment of the churchin Scotland, as if lordly epis-
" “copacy were the inseparable companion of civilization.
“His words are, * The decacon Palladius being ordained
‘bishop of Scotland, arrived in 431. Scotland had
- inever before seen a bishop, and was in a state of ex-
. ~eftreme barbarism.”
““#  Having thus noticed the first introduction of pre-
v',’:-‘élacy into Scotland, it may be well to trace its rise
“Jand progress at Rome——for it was there it had its

?origin.

In the days of the Apostles, Presbyler or Elder
was synonynmious with Bishap. In Acts, xx. 17, we
are told that Paul from Miletus “sent to Ephesus, and
*called the elders (in the Greek presbyterous) of the
pchurch.”  And when they were come, he thus, in the
. 328111 verse, addresses these elders or presbyters, # Tuke

heed therefore, unto yourselves, and to all the flock over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, (in
the Greek ¢piscupous, bishops,) to fecd the chuich of
$God." Tu another place Paul tells Titus that he had
% left him at Crete that he should ardain elders in every
; %cily, if he found any blameless, “for (says he) e
% bishop must be blameless.”t The apostle Peter thus
addresses elders :— The elders (Greek presbyterous,)
which are among you, Icxhort whe am also an
crelder, . . Feed the flock of God which is amang
J; you, laking the oversight thereof, (Greek episcopoun-
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*The term monk means pretty mnceh the same thing as
Culdee—the one belng of Greek and the othar of Gaelic arigin,
and both mean a setired or sequestered person, '{‘he word
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tes, doing the work of bishops,) . . neither asbeing
lords over God's heritsge.”™s  In two of these passa.
ges, just quotcd, the apostles designated the particue
lar work of 2 bishop to be feeding the flock; so that
tiie seriptural bishop is just the ordinary pastor, Paul
and Barnabus were ordained by a Presby ery.t and
so was Timothy,t and so were the temporal deacons,l
and the appeal from Antioch was issued in a Synod §
In the estimation of the apostles, “ruling was & less
lonorable and less important work than teaching; and
therefore @ Lishop, us ruler, cannot be superior to the
pastor or teacher.”  ¢“Let the elders that rule well be
counted worthy of double honour, especially they soho
labour in word and doctrine."q

The scripture bishop having been, in the primitive
church, nothing more than a pastor or clder—the pas-
tor’s work h. «ing been considered the most honora-
ble-~and uets of authority having been performed by
Presbyteries and Synods, wherever there were a sufe
ficient number of Presbyters to cousutute them—we
must look somewhere else than in the scriptures for
the origin of Prelacy. It may have g wn in part
out of the circumstance of making the Moderators of
Presbyteries and Synods permanent officers—a device
which was long ufterwards tricd in Scotland by
crafty politicians to prepare the way for the introduc-
ton of prelacy. But thers were other adventitious
circumstances in the cuse of some bishops which
would have the cffect on worldly minded men of lead-
ing to some distinction being made between them and
others.  ‘F'he hishops of large and wealthy congre-
gations for instunce, especially in metropolitan cities,
would soon be looked upon with more respect, and
would generally acquire u greaterinfluence than those in
poorer congregatious, or more secluded situations, It
was thus that the Lishops of Rome, taking advantage
of a number of fortunutely concurring citcumstances,
raised themselves to power and influence amongst
their brethren, until at Tast they were aimost univer-
sally acknowledged as the head of the church, Re-
siding in the impesial city, once the mistress of he
world, and waintained in affluence and even splen-
dor by the wealthy converts of Rome, they would
naturally be treated by other bishops und churches with
respect.  But they soon arrogated as a right the
deference which was paid them, and ut ap carly
period they hnd managed to sccure the submission
of the ltalian churches.  Afier the establishment
of Christiunity by Constantine relicved them
from all fear of persecution, their arrogance in-
creased; aud they aspired at the same universul ruje
in spiritual, as the emperor had in civil matters. The
bishiops of some other piiucipal cities, such as Con-
stanzinople, Carthage, Antioch, &c. became to some
extent the rivals of the bishops of Rome, through the

monk, howaver, has Lecome very much in the
minds of Protestants, with the corruption which marked that
class of ecclosisstics in ihe heyday of Romish darkness and
superstition. The word priest isin all probability caly s con-
traction of the word presbyter, whick was first- shottened to
prester, and them to press or priest,
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