JANUARY, 1876.

ﬁ:mTORIAL.

To the members and adherents of the

Presbyterian Church in Canada, through- |

out the wide Dominion, as wull as to others
in-distant lands to whom these presents
shall come, we make our best bow, and
beg leave to introduce ourselves with the
homely salutation of “ A Happy Nuw
YEear!” We hope that the relationships
‘on which the PrespyrErian Recorp is
about to enter, may prove agreeable and
proﬁtable to its readers: that the ac-
quaintanceship now begun may ripen into
closer friendship and confidence. and that,
in some small degree at least, this maga-
zive may be instrumental in promoting
the interests of the church and the cause
of the Redeemer in our land.

Only, let not the enthusiasm of kind
friends and supporters lead them to ex-
pect too much at our hands, and we will
do the best we can to make Tug RECORD
such 2 medium of communication as the
church desires it should be. But the
Editor lays claim to no peculiar fitness
for the office with which he has been
inve,sted Indéed, he shrinks from so
great a rtesponsibility. | And, let it be
remembered, that as a lltexary journal,
THE RECORD must of necessity occupy.a
gu‘bordmate position., . It cannot take the
'plane of' the daxly #nd. weekly '« news-
Qaper,. buk must “rather 160k to ‘them
igself as valuable. soutges,of. information :
and it must yield the right’ of way to
Hidre ambitious monthlies and quarternes.
N

But, in its humble sphere, it will try to
realize that it las a mission, and an im-
portant work to do.

The memorial record of the past year
reminds u$ that

 Time like an ever-rolling stream

Bears all its song away,”
and admonishes micisters and people alike
to work while it is called day. Presby-
terianism has lost many staunch friends,
and the Church of God, some of its most
useful mivisters, during the year that is
now numbered with the past. Such
were Dr. Robert Buchanan and William
Arnot, of the [ree Church ; Dr. Mazwell
Nichoison and Professur Crawford. of the
Established Church of Scotland ; Charles
Kingsley, eminent in English Literature,
and Tichendorf, the learned Theologian
of Leipsic. ’

A great company, too, of ecarnest
workers, unknown to fame, have erossed
the bourne. Let us who remain and
who shall be privileged to enter upon the
year 1876, resolve to be more zealous and
faithful than ever hefore, so that, when
the Master cometh, whether ‘“at even, or
at midnight, or in the morning,” we may
be found waiting and watehing—* lest
coming sudgdenly he find us slecping.”

C('here is. much in the review of the
past year to call forth thankfulness, . It
Was a time of unusual pubhc tranthty
The word of the Lord had free course
in many lands, and was glorified in “the
conversion of sinners, and christian ‘pedple
in our ows, ‘and other countries, Were

‘brought under the influences of re]xgxous



