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{ JRCREASED USE OF FARM MACHINERY,
ZNACTS are being presented to us
every dey which show the import-
: ant part that machinery is now
taking in performing thelabor upon
our farms.  And mot only is it an
=5 important, but it is an cxtensive
work they are doing. Before the
war, when there was an abundance of work-
mén to ‘be obtained at ordinary prices, farm
machinery was looked wpon with decided
fdyor, frotn the fact that the hardest part
of the labor could be performed by machines
aid enimal power, while manual labor
cotild be profitably turned into other chan-
nels of industry. Now, with a gigantic
rebellion upon us, carrying away to the
field of strife those who have heretofore
worked in the fields of - peaceful labor, we
feel the tmportance of farm machinery to
be retiter than ¢ver, and are brought to
place-ouf greatest reliance upon it. ‘What
could ‘be done in planting and hoeing on a
lakge scale withont the aid of the seed-
sowers and planters, and horse-hoss? How
could our hay c¢rop be secured were it mot
for mowers, horse-rakes and mammoth
piteh - forks, elevating several ‘hundred
pounds weight of hay at once by horse-
power—or the immense grain crops of the
West i the reapers, headers and binders
were not brought into requisition? Ma-
chines ave, in fact, at the present time,
absolately indispensable, for by their agen-
cy farmers are enabled to perform the work

B usuzlly accomplished by manual labor, not |

only in a better mauner, but at a more
favorable secason. Without their aid, in
the present scarcity of laborers, it would be
almost impossible to plant and cultivate
¥ the usual crops, and quitc so to securc
W them in good order at the time of harvest-
b ing. Now, with machines taking the place
of human hands, and performing the labor
with an intellizence ccarcely inferior—we
had #lwost said superior—to that per-
formed by men, we may. by the blessing of
g Providence, reasomably expeet a bountiful
¥ harvest. The breadth of land deveted to
t farm crops throughout the State, we believe
to be as extensive as in previous years, and
the prospeets are encouraging. Grass is
| in advance of former years, the late wet
g weather being decidedly in its favor.

The war has not only caused an unusual
demand for all approved farm machines,

but has given an incrensed fmpetus to the
inveutive.genivg of our people, and aany
new maohives for performing farm Jabor
have recently been patented. Within o
few woeks the Seientyfic American has son-
tained illastratfons and desoriptigns of u
stone-lifting machine; a-machine for load-
ing hay ; one for spreading manure from 2
wageon or cart ; one for tilling the soil—a
sort of rotary spader; and one -for erush-
ing and -harrowing. Not all these may
prove sugeessful, but it shows the demand
for such wachines to-be great, and Jeads-te
the hope that something entirely praeticable
will, at no.digtant time, be found to perform
many branches of farm labor now dons by
h.nd. The moraeeomplete substitution of
machine oyer hand labor in working fnr
farms, the inventioa and use of which will
grow oui of the pregent spareify-of farm
labor camsed by the war, will be ampng the
blessings the war will bring after it, when
peage shall ence mozg be restored.

It istoo late in the season to -speak.of
machines for planting and sowing sead.
‘We -have heretpfore alluded to the potate
planter, invented by J. L. True, of Gax-
land, which will hereafter be generally used
by our farmers as its merits beeome better
known. Chandler’s horse-hoe has stped the
test of experimental trial for two sessons,
and is regarded as a most useful implenient.
It is not too late to procure one, for it hoes
potatoes, (and eorn the seeond time), per-
forming a3 wed in this operation as in that
of covering. We have ‘before us a letter
from a corréspondent in Knox, in which
he says: 1T planted last year three acres
of potatoes with -one of Chandler’s horse-
hoes, from which I mised one thousand
bushels. One half day with mysclf and
horse for covering, and -one day in heeing,
was all the work I spent on them, and it
was done as well as it could be done by
hand.”

Mowing-machines, horse-rakes, &e., will
be more largely used the present season
than cver before. All farmers who have
a considerable amount of hay to cut should
by all means procure a mower, if they have
not already doneso. Neighboring farmers
or districts ean club together. purchase a
machine, and perform their work in tumns.
It is a plan having many disadvantages,
but in these times is the best comrse that
in certain cases can be adopted.



