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KARAITE Jaws 1IN THE CRIMEA~—A coriespon.
dont of tho Record gives somo very interosting infor
tation concerning tho Karaim in the Crimes, From
this it would soem not onlv theso Jews have been in
that countey ovar since the caplure of Samaria by
Bhalmanezer, but also that tho very name Crimea is
dorived from thoir own nsme Kuraim i~
u Of theso thero are about 10,000 in the Crimea,
or about 2,000 families. ‘Lheir head-quarters is Lchoa.
fut Jaleh, & most si..2ular spot, about two *or three
miles from Baktscli Serai, perched impregnubly on
the top of a lofty rock, like an caglo’s nest indeed.—
‘Chero for ages they dwell in socurity and in conside-
rable numbers, but now only about 100 familics re-
sido pormanontly on the rock ; as tho rest have gra-
Qually disporeed themseives for the purposes of trade
over the whole of the Crimea, and reside in Eupatoria,
Simpheropol, Karasou Bazar, and other towns. The
chicltrade of Sebastopol was in their hands, and they
have roaped o polden barvest in our camps. These
pgeple arc a kind of Protestant Jews, rejecting all
B8 traditions of the other races, and receiving not
wmerely the law of Moses, but the whole of the Old
Testament Scriptures, to which they exclusively ad-
here. ‘Their name means Readers,” avd not Seriptu-
rists” os stated incorrectly by AMr. Seymour, Mr. Olic
phant, and otters. They soy tbat they camo to this
land not st a scparate scct, but that the separation
aftorwards took placo in tho reign of Cbanan tho
Pricce, in the time of the sccond temple, when they
began to bo calfed Karaims. They say that they camo
originally bero in the time of Shalmanezer, being a
part of Woso who were carried away captive by that
monacch in the reign of Hosea, King of Israul, as
mentioned'in 2 Kings xvii. It would be a matter of
somo iaterest to inquire when, in ou~ books of bistery
or geograpby, the namo of Crix Larlary first ap-
posre. Tt geems to me that it is moro than probabls
thess Jows gava the name in question to the country
and its papulation. They bave always avidently been
a poople of jmportanco hiere andar the various dynas-
ties that bave beld sway in the Ciimea. At present,
they enjoy much consideration from the Russian Gov-
ernment, and § saw ia tho .synsgogue at Tchoyft
Kalels o very massive silver flagon preicnted in 1847,
by the Czarina (of Nicholas) tothom. Tho name of
the present Rabbi of these peopls is ¢ Chacan Salomon
Abrabamson Bayin,” son of the former Rabbi. Heis
a very enlightened man. and boib ke and bis fatber
secm to bave  entertained doubts”~—that ir, they have
been restlr convinced in their minds that Jesus of
Nazareth is the true Messiah, Their burial place is
called the Valley of Jehosbaphat, and 1s said to con-
tain 40,000 tombstones, irrespectively of the myriads
of unnswed dead which crowd its precincts.  Bly ori-
ginal object in visiting thets people was 10 make-en.

quirv relative to an ancient manuscript of the Scrip-.

torez which I understood to be possessed by them.—
The Rabbi informed the Rov. Mr. Stern, who was of
our pariy, that an iron cbest bad been dugup about
four yearssince from under the ark of the synazonue,
io which, amongst other things, this maouscript was
found, being a very ancient copy of tbe Prophets and
Hagiographa from Isaiah to Chronicles. It had-evi-
dently been buried there for security in troublous

times,. and forgotten for-ages. At present,sthe manu.

script is at Odessa, for the purpose of being transcribed

and printed ; and be bas promised us the fint copy cf*

it. Hae also says that it is not his own preperty, but
that of the Community ; and they are desirous to scll
it if it be valuable. Thisis the authentic information
about this manuscript, concerning which some crrone-
ous statements may prokbably appear at home, as many
persons who do not understand Hebrew of mapvscripts
have veen lately to Tchoufut Kaleb, and returned,
declaring they bad scen this manuscript, whereas it
was only the synagogue roll of the law which Lad been
exhbibited to them. Tbere is no srnagogue roll or
other manuseript at Tcehoufut Ieleh of older date
than about 500 yeara: and, with theexception of that
above mentioned, there is notbing of value.

“ But the peoplo themselves are the objects of real
interest. Tuey ure- intelligent, unprejudiced, active,
and bear a high reputation for probity in their deal-
inge. They cagerly purchased the Xebrew buoks
which Mr. Stern had with him, including New Tes-
taments, tracts, and the Eoghsh Liturgy (w0 Hubrew).
I segretted much tkat wo had not been provivusly
posscesed of thy requisue information, or | have no
doubt but that many thousaud coptes ot Bibles, Nuw
Testaments, Prayer Books, and tracts could have
heen sold to thyse Jows at Baktreht Seru, Tchoufur
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Sersly and Simpberopol. M. Siotn, {n dealing with
tte Jews, procecds on the opposite principle to that
pursued by Mr. Matbeson. Ieo never gives, but al-
vrays sells books o tho Jows, as by thinks they only
value what thay bave to pay for. And, atall cvents,
their paying frecly for Ilebrew New Testaments is a
clear prouf that they do value them, Dut, whether
gratuitously or for price, I am glad to seo the Word
of truth bLore disseminated. 1t is )iko & rofreshing
shiower on a very thirsty soil,

I bad forgotten to inention that thy Rabbi at
Tchoufut Kaleh abowed Alr. Stern a Hobrew docu-
ment of untiquity, of which the following i1s an extract:

w1, Jehudi, the sbn of Moses, the son of Jchudab,
tho mipbty, a man of Napthah, of the fauuly of Shil.
mi, who was carried captivo in the captivity of Hosea,
tho Iling of lsrael, with the tribe of Simeon, togother
sith otiier tnibes of Isrool, who wore carried away
captive by tho DPrince Shalmanezer from Samarla,
Tley wure carried to Ialabj to Iabor (which is
Cabool), to Gozon (which is Goza), and to Xhersoue.
sus. ISherson was built by thoe father ¢ Cyrus, and
altorwards destroyed, aud apain rebuilt and callud
‘Krim, and the rock of tho Jews in Xrimnisa forxiﬁ'ca-
tion.”

L W N NV e R, N WD W WA "0 e Ve S Ve )

Rerigrous Martens 1IN TurRErY.~Tho clauses
of tha lawti-scherifl of the 13th of February, which
promises liberty and ecclosiastical reform to the Chris-
tians of tho Ottowan Empire, scem to be rapidly pass.
ing from the yocollection of theDlahornstan authorities,
except whero by a little ingonuity they can be made
available as instruments of annoyvance to the unhappy
Grecks. ‘

% Tuo emeutes in the provinces are winked at, and
the murders and excassos left without the least redress.
Fven the Pasha who seduced and murdered a poor
Christian gitl somo timo since, and under Epglish and
French pressure was arrested, bas been set at liberty.
In the meantime the troops of tho Allies are with.
drawn, and the Porto is occupied in throwing dust
into tho cyes of the French, flatteritig {beir vanity
by concessions of a small but not unimportant kind,
to the Christfanity of the Latin rite, ® under the pro-
tection of I'rance.”

“ The papers announced a fow days sinco that the
Sultaw had presentéd to the French Lmpcror tho site
of tha house in Jerusalem where St. Anne gave birth
to the Virgin Mary, or (in the words of the onthusins

Conueption was consommated.” This has causeda
great outcry, bowever, in more orthodox quarterss
45 call the sanctuary of St. Anoe at Jerusalem the
cradls of the.Queen of Heavea is an frreligious inva-
sion of the most sacred tradition. It is ot quits clear
that St.Mary was born at Nazaretb 2 Wasit notin
tio very houso which also received the myatery of the

ried through the air by angels’ bands, asd baving ficst
found rest awhile ia Dalimatia, was it aot, as all the
world knows, placed at Loretio, where it now stunds?
Ag for the building called St. Annw’s Chureh (continue
tbese wise men,) we may bonor it for-its coatiguity to
the valley of Jehoshaphat, and as the place where
St, Joachim and St. Anne breathed their last breath,
but piety forbids us to go farther ! Not that we may
underrate the generosity of the preat Sultau Abdul
Medjid, in giving thiskoly place to *“Franceand the
Catliohc Church.”” It is at least anothgf result of the
triumphs of the Crimea.

& The Porte has also granted a church to ths Latins
at Belgrade, the little capital of Servia, to tho great
annoyance of tho Greeks.

» Thoe poor Greeks of lHungary, commoanly known
as tbe Nou-united, bave recently been induced in
tonsiderable numbers to submit to Romeé. Szamlak,
near to Arad, 1s the scenu of this somewhat wournful
event, which toox place last month. ‘

Sir Cylhing Burdloy, in a lettor to the ZTmes, gives
the followiny cases of porsecution of Chrietians:

1. Yani Sava, a wealthy Greek, and a -resident
of Blagnesia, in the government of Smyraa,. about two
years and a half ago became a Protestint, dnd was
thenceforth bated and oppressed by tho Greeks. Four
mamhs since (about n}idnumm‘cr, 2856) be was sud-
donly scized, whilo following Lis lawful avocations:
cha:ned, sent under escortto Smyrns, aad thrown for
soveral days into the wamo prison with murderers.
He was confised for o a.u a half months, and then
exiled to Galhpoli. Upon his.appealing to the Dorte,
after & pretonded-czamnation of the case, hu was
abused, and Lie temporary bannbmens tuined oty a
perpetual one.  An order of the Yorts was seat to

Galhpoli to bave lum registered there as one of tae
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tio journaly,) where *the mystery of the Jmmaculate.

Incarnation? Was not that house iniraculously car--

fnbabitants of tho place. I property atand abous
Magoesla, which is very Jarge, i3 néw to be sold by
lisonomies, and’ bought by bis edsmles 3 ahd ke, lo
all probability, will b _atirely ruined, And alf thiy
has been doned, not ohly in the face of the Hatg-
scherifl; butin spito of tho efforts and representations
of tha Ambastador of England and of another gentk.
wan of high standitig, done ¢ with & bigh hand aod a
bold front on tho part of tho Turkish officials’ Threy
Turks, alio belonging to Magaesia, are abaring his
oxilo § their hames are 1szott Effendi, Mohnied Efivn.
diy and Hassam Aga. ‘L'he first was known to havs
read tho New Testament, though be nover bad pro-
fossed beliof in Christ ; tho seccond was an oflicer bo-
foro whom the sals and purchate of mosque properiy
is eftectod  tho third was the owner ofa guarry. All
toree wera known to hold ovcasional intorcourse with
Yani Sava, and this was thor only fault.  Yaui Sava
himself rought a final faterview with Ali Pacba; and
the substance of the answer wbich ke obtained was
this :—* The Pacba (of Swyrna) says you are a bad
mag, and yousay no. Shall I disbelieve a Pacha and
believe you? Your matter is finished, and you may
go. You lave left your former Church, and they

-are justly irritated against you. If you nantto change

your religion, you ought to be willing 1 suffor in
coasequenco of it

%2, An Armunian girl, sixtoen years of ago, was
recently brought from Kemak, near Erzingyan, to
Kbarpoot, by the Turkish authorities. It is declared
by them that she thers became a Moslemn, whils sbe,
on tho contrary, declaras that sbe never kias besn,
is not, and never will be 4 Moslens, * though they cus
ber.in joch pieces.” After endesvoring in vain by
coercive means to.make ber confess that sho was a
Mostom, sheis now delained in prison on tho capitn}
chargo of beiag an opostate from tho faith of Mako-
met., Thero have been many such cases in this region
during the Jast cizhteon months, inmost of which the
Turks bavo succeeded in accomplishing their iniqui-
tous purpose, while a few have escaped by stratagem
and bribss.  But such cases aro apparently beconing
more and more fanatical, and unless the representa.
tives of Christian Powers at the Porte interast them-
sclves especially in this and simifa. .nses, s0 frequently
occurring, the Christian subjet: ot the.Saltan must
continud-to suffur as they lon. _ave.ddne, and the
Hattischerif' will' prove a dead lettor. Ad to the
girl above mentioned, ¢ notwithstanding all the efforts
made with the Government at Coustantinople, with
their own Ilatti-scheriff staring them in the face, and
the foreizn awbassadors around thew, nothing has
been accowplished, and the git) romsins in confino-
ment, and none of ber friends, priests, or tecchess
are permitted to see her.”
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CoxpITION OF THE PAPAL StaTes.—The Sidcle
io reply to the cccentricities of the! Constitutionnel,
thus .deseribes thae Papal dowinions:—* Wo must
judge tke tree by.its fruits, and Goveruments by the
results of their adiministration. Now, wbat do wy
bebceld iu the Papal Status 2 Crimes againet property
and person are more frequent there than in any cther
country of Burope ;.manufactories aro thore in a stato
of infancy ; credit is aull, and. miery abounds;

whilst the Jloman campagaa, with the excepiion of a

few farms which afo well kept up, is lying in waste.
Iathe Duman States the adwinistzation of justice is
denounced on all sides; it ofters eccurity to neitber
life nor property; a épocies of terror reisns of the
population ; government is carried or by means of
spivs—2 system which is facilitated by the relisions
orders. Every liborty, and above all the liberty cf
conseicnce, is opprested at Rome more than any other
spot. Tho public udministration coins money by
weens of .indulgences and dispensctions. Ya what other
covatry do we meet an administration like that cf tho
Dicasteri a*t Rome, which sclls matrimonial dispensa-
tions, 1ha absolution from cartain oaths, the permision
to keep and to read certain probibited books, the
permission to weer a wip during the Holy Communion,

the indulgence of St. Bridpet, &e. *”
—— -
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COLOXNIAL CHURCH AND SCHQOOL SOCIETY

Tho Ninth Annual meoting of the Halifsx Auxilia-
ry Association in aid of tho above Society, was beld
at Temperanco Hall, on Monday evening, tha 22ad
Lucr. inst.

Thote was o goodly number «f pentlemen on ths
platfosm, bov the attendance in the body of the Hail
was very scanty, owing to the weather. From thy
samo causo tho anaual ssrmons Lad been postponed

5 Ik e s 2



