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GOOD RRADING IN THE HOLIDAYS.
TURN RIGUT AT TUE TURNING POINT.

It was at tho beginningof the holidays when Mr
Davis, a fiiend of wy (ather, camo to see us, and ho

]
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asked juy parents to let mogo homo with biny, They
congonted, and I was much pleased with the thought |
of going out of fown. Tho journoy was delightiul; |
and wlhon wo reached Mr. Davis'a house, everytlung
lookod as if I was going to bave & fino time. Fied. |
Davis, a Loy about my own age, ook mo cordially by {
the hand, and . tho family soon eccmed like old !
frionds. ¢ 'Lbis ’s goiug to bo a holiday worth baving.” I
1 said o rayeoll saveral tinos during tho evening, as
wa all played games, told riddles, and laughed aud |
chattod as morrily as could be,

At last Mra, Davis said it was bedd-time.  Then I ex-
peeted family prayers; but wo were vary soon directod
toour rooms, llow etrange it scemed to mol for I
bad nover bafora been in a household witbout the fam-
ily altar. % Come,” said Fred,, »* Motlier says you and
1aro going to bo bed-fullows ;* and I followed him up
two pair of stairs to a nico litile chambor, which be
callad his room § and hoopened a drawer and showed

and all bis treasure, and told mo of a world of now
tbings about what tho boys did there. Mo undressed |
first, and jumped into bed. 1 was much longer about |
it, for a notw sot of thoughts began to riss in iy mind.

When my mother put my portmanteau into my
hand, just befora tho coach started, she sud tendurly |
and in a low tone, * Remember, Robert, that you are
a Christian boy.” Iknow very well what that meant,
and I now bad just come to a point of time when lor
words wers to Lo munded. A€ iome [ was taoght the
duties of a Chinstian elnld 5 alroad 1 must not ne,
them ; and one of these was evening prayer. From .
very littlo boy 1 had been mn the babit of knveeling
down and asking forgiveness of God, for Jesus® sake, |
acknowledging his wercies, and gecking bis protec-
tion and blessing.

«1¥hy don't you come tobed. Roliert 2" erind Fred. '
*¢ What are you sitting thero for 2 Can't you undress ?"
Yes, yes, I could undress; but ah! bove, I was asraid
w pruy and afrawd not to pray. It eccmed to wo that
1 could not kacel down and pray before Fred. What
would o say ? Would ho not lauzh 2 The fear of
Frod made me & coward.  Yet 1 could not lay down
on a prayerless bed,  I0 { necded the protection of my '
heavenly Father at home, how much moro abroad ! I
wished a thousand wishes ¢ that I bad slept alone, that
Fred would go to sleep, or something olse, I bardiy
koew what. But Fred would not o to sleep.

Porhaps siruggles like theso tako place in the bosom
of every one when he leaves homo and begins to act
for bimsell, and on kis decision may depend bis chas-
acter for tie and cternity. With me tbe strugale
wassevere. At last to Fred's ery, © Come boy, come
to bed,” 1 mustered courage tasay, 1 wilt kneel down
and pray first; that is always my babit” * Peay,”
taid Fred,, turning bimself over on his pillow and say-
inz no mare.  1lis propriety of conduct made mo asha.
med. lerabad I g0 lony bsen ashamed of him, and
yot when be knew my wishes ho was quict and left
wo tomysell.  How thankful 1 was that duty and con-
soience triumphed!

That sottled my future coarse. It gave ma strennth
for time tocome. I believe the deeision of the ** Chris-
tiun boy,” by God’s blessing, made the Christian man ;
for in after years I was thrown amid trials and temp-
tations which must bave drawn me away from God
and from virtue, bad it not been for my soitled Dabit
of secrst prayer.

Let avery boy who Las picus parants read ang think
about this. You have boen trained in Christian du-
ties aud principless,  When you go from bome, do not
Jeave them Lehind you. Carry them with you and
stand by them, and then, in weaknoss and temotation,
by God's belp, thoy will stand by vou. Take a man-
1y stand on thaeide of your God s Saviour, of your
rothar’s God and Saviour, ar your Fatber's God. It
is by abandoning his Cbristian birihriabt that so many
boys go astray, and prow up to ba young men, dis-
honouring their parente, witbout hope and without God
in the world,
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Nov A Pasron.—~The Purilan Recorder niakes the
remark that ¢+~ cverlasting candiGate, with one fcot
on tbo ground of his laboors, and tho other in the

stirrup for a new journey to a wmore inwting fleld, is
not a pastor.?
L
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INVOLUNTARY IRRELIGIO!. A GUILT DRFOR® QOD.

« My aety’ saye the wan, who, under tha influence
of manin-potu, 2cmmits s otima, ** was a9 to wyself on-
titaly involuntary. 1wasnot capablo of knuwing what
{01, Would you punish a man who ix, aierall, cie
ther unconscicue, or Is acting under an irresponsible
impulse, or in dischargo of us beat judgement asat
the timo oxisting ¥" Bat tho law answors, * ho who
drugs bitneelf, whether yostorday, or ton days back,
whether with poisou in tha shape of a drink, veluntas
sily taken fnto tho mouth, or in the shapo of wicked
tboughite, voluttarily taken lato the heart, s guilty of
all the consequanaes whet ho puts bimeolf undar in-
flusnces by which thosa consequences will bo produced:
‘I'ho wortd Is a world of meral law, winch would e vi-
olatedt il a man could secure iwresponyibility by stircu-
lating Limself beforcband into a condition of which
crimo s natural, though it may be, attho moment, an
involawtary resalte No man, by getting drunk, can
entitlo bimsell’ to commit a murder; and, to prevent
this, 1ho laws ordain that drunkenness sball ba no de-
fonce.  Itis sho tisst act of voluntary error which cnsts
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tho surface, the bed of tho tivar is excavated in softor
tocks, iancs the varrow channel sng smooth water a
milo below the Falls, Near tho Falle, tie higher bods
of sandstono and the limestone of the Clinton group
approsch tho lavel of the river, and thus caures a
wider shallow ohanncl and more tumultuous water.

T'his is cortainly a perfectly simple explanation of
theso fentures of the tiver, supported by facts plaialy
virible to tha eya of any practical observer.

‘The biard saudstono which forms the rifts about the
winrlpool and bridge dips deaper and deepor until,
when aeatly at tho Falls, it ix perhaps 75 or 100 feey
bolow tbo 1surfaco of the river, of whick it pro-
bably forms tLe lloor  This part of the viver, charac.
terixed by its boiling and eddying yet nearly lovel
flaor, may therefore bo 70, 80 or 00 fect decp. Jmme
diately Lalow tho Falls and Clinton limeatone and sub-
jacsnt sandstone, 30 o 40 feot thick, and very hard
and massive, forms a sthi} stronper floor to receivo tho
powiag torsent, which runs off swiltly and roughbly.

We know it is eaid tbat lice and plumet show o
fav greater depth for this paz. of the river, Lut they
aro very unroliable in rapid water ; tho lead is carriod
away more or less, ond the lino awept out into long

criminality on tho last act of involuntary crime.” And | loops atd b°"_’- Morcover, wo may allow f‘{" tho "fll—
g0 it is that the involuntary ierchigion of tha sceptic— | versal propensity to exapgeration and myaticism which
moa box, and Loat, and knwver, and powder-boens |5, o1antary and even sincero as it may scem to him § makes all deep lakes, rivors and veas Lottamlbes. We
now 1 the present constitution of I mindewra. | bavoe sounded ponds eo reported, and liavo fonnd but

lates back, and draws its guilt trom thosa carly rebufls
of Gad's dly Spint, to which oven now, remoto ns
they are, hismemory beavs record.  The quick and
anzry smotheringa of the appeal to pray bstore poing
1o bed, or on getting up—tho deternuned pushing
1ide of the Bible—the bittar and alinnst Gered extin-
guishment of the ewbers Loft in the boart by some ear-
negt s.rmon ar tender romoastrance~the infelligent
seluction of a certan class of sceptical books to back
ap an wfideliy and a heenss which a9 yet isimmature,
and agamst which she conscrenco still continugs to
{-1ntest—what sceptio but wil besr wuiness o theso?
V.duntary os involuntary may tas ovestact at last be,
tha s*ate of nund which wndueed it wasdohberately and
desiznedly assumed.  And that act winch even our im-
porfect hunman law relaes back 1o the moral perver
sion LY which it was prodaned, can wo expesc the di-
rine law to pass unnatic.d 2—Episcopae Jiesorder.

DEPIL  IE NIAGARA RIVER,

¢ The depth oo the Niagara niver, under the Suspen-
tion Bridge, is citimared by the engincors to be ©00
feot. This, wo ’~heve, is deepse than any other
rapidly running stream in the world” Such are the
preent dimensions of a story which has bgen gong
the rounds of the e, with pradually increasing pro-
portions, for monthe, It seems a pity to deprive the
public organ of wonder of food so congenial to its ap-
petite, yet wo think it best to say what wo can- to stop
the deepening of this great cbaym, lest it should en-
danger the unity of our planet, and eeparato New
York and Canada by and Ly into two difiorcut bemis-
pheres.

We do not believo that there is any great depth of
water under tho Suspension Bnidze, protably not over
pwenty-live or thirty feet. Ths sudden chango from
smooth to rough water 1s irreconeilsble with the wlea
of a uniform deep river, which would produce a noarly
cquable a. _ent trom the Falls to the Whirlpool. Such
a sudden break from a nearly level current to a foam-
ing rapid, with a conspicuous declivity 1n its surface,
could no more exist in a river hundreds of feet deep,
than o belt of surf coula form across the Gulf Stream.

The whole appearance of the place indicates that tho
comparatively quiet water above is beld back by an
obstacle near the bridge, over which the stream breaks
and rolls in a huge rapid or ¢nft” It isJike the flow
of any river over a bar, or overa deeply submarged
dam; and in this case, tho dam is formed by rocky
ledpes crossing the river at this point, which have pre-
vonted its waters from wearing its channel as doeply
bere as above. And so says the best authority on the
subject, Professor Iall,in his seport on the western
geological district of tha State, pije 3882

“ At a place abost & mulu below the Falls, and
whero the chznnel is narrower, the stream glides with
comparativo stillness, while below, where the channel
is broader, it is driven with great velocity, © @ e
Those apprarances bave thuir causes in the geological
stractuse of tho place, Delow the whirlpool there are
no hard strata in the bed of the river, consequenily
tua channcl is deeper anid tho water more tranquid than
whero such rocks exist. At tho whirlpool, and. above
that place, tha bacd sandstono Jayer sa at or near the
level of the river, avd consequently ihs channel is nos
worn go deep.  Again, ator this kard mass bas dipped
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fivo or ten f1tlining, and wo belteve the Niagara, abovo
the whiripool, could its current Lo stilled, woull not
refquire a very much langer line to find tho bottom.
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A GOLDEN 8UROLD,

In a recent comwnunication to the National Jatelli.
aencer, Mr. Thomas Ewbank, late Commissioner of
Patents, gives some imnportant information in 7c, ard to
the ditcoveries mado in Peruvian tombs and tumalf.
Tho information is darived from W. \V, Evans, Euq.,
a gentieman of strong antiquarian preditections, and
now enpineer of the Arica and Tacnn Mailroad in
Peru.  Mr. Evans states that in making excavations
for the railroad in Arica, bundreds of graves are de-
molishied 10 all directions, in which are numerous In-
dian relict.  Tho excavations aro seventy feet deep,
and tho soil is loose sand, as the worsc proceeds,
overything {rom the top comes sliding down~—dead In-
diang, pots, kettles, arrow beads, &e.  Amorng otherin-
teresting mortunry Indian relics, an Indian was staried
ont of his resting place, rolled vp in a shroud of gold.
Beforo Mr. Evana had knowledpo of the incident, the
workmen had cut up this magnificent winding sheet
and divided it amonyz themsalves.  With some diffieulty
Mr. Ivans obtained a fragment, and despaiched it o
AMr. Ewbank. Mr. Evens notices a remnrkable fact,
that in hundreds of Indian skulls which he basexamin-
ed, not one has contsined a deeayed teoth. Mr, Ew.
babk thinks the weight of the entiro sbroud must have
heen elght or nine pounds, and bad it been preserved
would have been the finest specimen of sheet golc
that we bave heard of sinca the timo of tho Spanish
corqueat. In some clojquent rematks upon tho pre-
servation of scuvenirs of the depaited, and the futility
of attempting to secura the great dead from contact
with their natjva cazth, Mr. Ewbank says, it is tha
form or features, and not the boily or substance of tho
dead, that should be preserved, and adds:

¢ Tho mrmmies of Enypt are quarricd for fuel, and
whethier their wives, their priests, or their slaves, they
are split open and chopped up with the samo indiffer-
ence as o many pino logs. The gums and balsams
used in embalming them havo mado them a good sud-
stitute for bituminous coal, and thus the very mesns
cwployed to preserve them bave become tho active
agents of theic dicsipation.  So it is when the materials
of coffins bave a bigh market value; they are then
seized as concealed treasure, and thair contents cast
out as rubbish, Like herces in the Fastern bemis
phore, tho descendants of Manco and Capee wore
somuetimes, if not always, entombed in sach, and with
considursble treamire besides fn vesscls of gold and
ailver ; honce we leatn how the Spanish conquerors
soupht far, often found, and As often plandored rich
eepulchros.”
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A GREAT CITX IN CENTRAL AFRICA,

Mr. Bowen, a Baptist Missionary, sent out from
Tiorida, in his jorirnal mentions & visit mada las
April to. Horrin, the capital of tho kingdom of Yoraba.
¢ speaks of it as @ abont tho largest town with tho
exception of Tondon,” that ho bas ever scen. Yo des-
cribes tho inhabitants as & pacatiar peopld, with whom
he was much pleased—montly black, bul some nearly
white, hair bateen thst of a negro and a white man?y
beard; good-European foatures—somo of their nosey



