116

THE OHUR{:)E

- Fouths® f3epatinent.

NN ARG R N N S AR, A A S A N
TOE DISINIERITED SON.
*1as ghd totea youalrhere in pood hme, Miss
W nliuu 2aid, (\Jdresswb hocsell ts her claw, 23 shie
entered the a:\hng‘tmm of the Vicatage, «nd found
all thegirlh scated waiting for ber, @I bava o true
stery to read to you'when the'tésdon iy over.”
« That's right!” cried Lalf n dozen ; ¢ wo baven't
had a story for two or three Sundaye”
* I'hope li's a vory leng one,” said Emily.
No, Eilyy o's very abort,” seplied Miss Walton,
1 shall read it-all to-day.?
“ Ob, X likeuloog ouw bost,” she roplieds
-~ Nover miod,” said hitle Rash, ** X daro say Miss
Wallen will begin another when that'e done.”
-+ A great wany short ones sro a3 good as ano long
mw; * said Margavet.

* You must st0p talking,” said Mus Walton, ® or
thero won't b ume for even the shortone whigh dis
pleases Emily so much. So stand up, and I will ask
you a fow questions of the Cateclusm.”
tut as sho only catochised them gn one, wo need otly
givo it :—

« YWho gavo you this name P

Hestor,—+ My Godfather ond Godmother i my
vaptism, wherem I was made a member of Corist, the
chaid of God, and an inheritor of the kingdem of hea-
ven.”

Aligs W.—** What docs * icheritor® mean ?*

Mary.~* One who will como into property.”

BMiss W= “o said 1t was a5 members of Christ
that we arg— ' ,

¢ ‘Cho children of God," continued Agnes

o 3Mizg W.— Yer, to-day wo shall sce that itivas
children that wo dre-=2"

s Inheritors of tha kivpdom. ol‘sbcsven said Anna.

NissA\V.—*.Just 80 tho order in:which-our privie
legesstaid in this anawer is not-acoidental, bot is dr-
mng?d 20 as to skow bow wa-roceive every good from
our uniont ‘rith Christ. First, wo ars made—"?"

+¢ Memburs of Christ,* answered all.

1t W= And as His members 2"

“ Cfn!dren, said Rose, “and as childrey, mbentors."

Migs W.— The answer in tho Catoshism docs not
say wo shall be jnberitora?

Roso.—* No, it saysin baptitm we were. :;uu!cjnho-
ritors of tho kingdom of bosven,”

Bliss W.—* Just 503 as children we ara. already in
part itbentors. 13 it pot sméng.meh 2 3o fot chil-
dren enjoy past of ther mb..munca ovga while- their
parents live ?”

Mary—Yes; Ma'am; =il lhxt. they have comes
from their paresits”

Aiss W~ Wirrony triilp ady, then, that wg arein
part mnbentors, ¢ven ndw, thovklk we Took for the full
enjoyment of our rich inberitatce—wkere— 7

All—¢ In heaver.” *

Aiss Wt }\'hat will Chilit say to those on IIis
right haad at the Jast day 3

“Boseie - Come, yo blessed children of my Father,
inhexit the kingdom prepared for you from the foui
dation of thp world.” (Sec.Alatt. xxv. 24, Sso also
2 Tieiv. 7, §)

Miyge- 3.~ To.whom do you say thesn worda-rwill
b spoken 7 T

Agnes.—4 Ta:thoso.oh.the right band.” ‘

Mise W Will thre, then, ba also sombren tho
lefthind $* gy

Several—¢ Yes; ¢ Ho will set (he sheep oo HES
right bam) -anidthé goats on- Hw lci‘t Je .

('V ér.'23.) - '

sts’W = Thxs thonalhit, girly, leatisﬁs Yo geg that

the great blessings e bavd beoi consxdnrug do no(

heloeg to all.  There may s those who dwell with thc
flock, a"nd ard hot of vha fedk; tHose w‘bo‘hm»sull out-
wardly members of’ Chtist's Body, yet o not spisita.
aily belohg to i, bécaore they have cut themselves

afi by sin; thoss who partake of some of tho blessings
of God’s km"dom on earth, and yet will ot e ke
sitors of the Lingdom-of Lbaven. Tt 7 B iy a very
awfil thbught, bit we musf, ot tarp gway. from it—
Let.us pec how this comes to-be.. 3¥q have seen that
ail who faithfully recaive ,ml% baptish, arva at thafime
mads pariakers of theso blessiofito tha full, bat |
ahufe thess good thangs 478 givey anto us,'is .. ng
*cqmrql atoar bands for 1t cagunugmco. a3 Wo
aropap to kapw nght from wmng;,?“ What ia expec |
toid f20m cach.branch.of Ch:uwm Yine *

Sevcial.— That is should bt?ﬁ’gfféﬁh frait 77

h!as'\i ~* And uhat will. becma 2 tho wnlruit- |
fal bras ranghes. 2

Isiuy--“ . Evgr; branc*x in Me that beargth not

fruit 1o taketh gwsye @ (52 Jobp xv. £.) “t

Sho did so, |

Miss W And what - hoxpteud of us, mombars
of Chriél's Dody 7

Sevoral—-+ That wo shoulll try and bo goed.”

Mus Wo—o Xes, and ahihongh God ey in merny

| long spacd up wrathaout cutuing at off from tho Vina, yet

untess wo bear fruty the life we recoivo in baptim

| doos not grow i by, tHasap from the reot doéa not
| nourish s, Tho-prodigsl son had recaived Lis por

uen, but bo wastod 1ty and was thoraby well oigh
lost ; 50 wo may receiva OUr portion in baptism, but
by our own griovous fault loso It, and bo cast away.

* For whoin alono 1s tho fatarg Inboritanco resorved 7°

Rose— For living members of Christ”

# For fruitful branches,” said Ruth,

Miss We— Lot ustako good hood, then, that we
b6 not mere outward mombers, and by our own choice
of evil bo rocelving no lifo from the Dody; lot us
tako heed, tbat though made children, wo by not dis-
obediont ohiidren, and 0 colo to bs duisherited
hetrs—no eternal if in glory in store for us. By sin
we loso not only our presont blesunge, and como * to
be 10 want,” but by continued sin wo luse qur heaven-
iy inherstance evon as a disobedicat, unfruitful son
if cast off by hia parents, losca tho blessings of his fa-
thar's bouse, of his favor, his ‘belp aud proioction, as
well ay b future inheritaneo an his father’s death.
And this leads me to the recollection of my promired
story of tha * Disinhersted Son’ Iread itaday oriwo
ago, but I think you will understand it bestif I toll
you tho story in wy ovn words :—

More than theeo hundred yoarz 3go, there lived a
powerful kmaht, and David Earl of Crawfozd, a de-
scendant of tho Scottish family of the Lindasya He
Lzd ona son named. Aloxanderigwbio thas the heir of
all tha-catates and honors of Crawford, and not only
20, but during bis fathes’s life-timo be held the carl-
dom in fee, that is to eay, hoYeld tho land, but ac-
Lnowlodged his father as suporior. ¥s not.thiatho
way," asked Misa-Walton, © that (yod deals with us ?
o not only makesus beirs of Heaven, but givea usa
presoit taste of our inheritance

4 Pleass, Mi'ma, that was what you said in our
lesson,” answered Mary.

« Ybs,” continned Xiss Walton +'¢ and thia is an
oxample of the sama kihd of dealing among ien,
Besides tho eavldom of Crawford,, Aloxander also
heldthe barony of Glanesk, o that bo had plenty of
riches, and was able to.live-na- s liked, mdapandent
of Earl Bavid, bis father. It was his father wbo gava
bim bis ricbes, bat by ‘being independent of him, I
mean that his-father did npt eontrol him in the use of
them ; and I am sorry to sy, that instood of using
them wisely and rightly, and honoring 2 lori.g Ius
fatber for hiy kindpess jn giving them to bim, he join-
ed bimself o a band of reffiaus, seized hus father’s for-
tress of Dunboy, and spent his days 82 a coinmon rob-
ber, or bandst, assuch robbessaro called.”

“ A robbarl although he wasso rich,” cricd the

irls.
8 « Yes,” contintied. Miss Walton, ¢ it was not be-
causo he waiin want that hosturned robber,. but from
the love oﬂplunder and violénce. He oppressed his
tenants, wa3 cruel 1o ;bé c!ergv, and by force compel-
led all the surrounding. country to pay him a tax cailed
« black mail® Itapy had sefused fo doso, he would
havp driven away thoircattlo,and destroyeid their
homes. It thoss.deysmen of rank-ofter led this kind
of 1ife, dnd yet wwerd notlooked upon as robbors are
in tliest da;: Tm-; pﬂen Sad many vood gnalmcs
and.were fzce and ;zeqc;;ons, ia dxspmucu, which made
them beloyed Ny :tkeir, followers, and oven by others
alsg'; dut this wos oY (b2 case with Alexander. So
reckleds, sotracl, and %6 #lckod was he, that he was
snrpaxch tha & rs&.kgq or.evil, ‘master.of | C:awfoxd.
Botsoz X wilf, self ;@&gemm wicked thing ofall
abost him 3 -ho seaninot colyorne] fo kis iowh tenanty,
but be sctually Suagked hisold Tatier i dne vl ki
eaciles,; and-hrédtened o ki otk him and his mor
ther. So mueh Groad. did EardDavid, fockiof bis.con
thayho appsaled 1paba Kisg v help spdprotection

against kim, Wben*&as&dmturhsard thiat dis
&‘.&sﬁf kld‘dmﬂn& =b9 ‘wad’ fnwﬁn’gﬁ. sid pmfea-,
 past conduct’ 4gd going 10!

eed great sorrowfor
the Ambbuﬁgg of B Andrgx %, gg:smdgl bim qfthe ]
zrpxg; ofbig pgmmc@ﬁ g&;,semgmtad himto intercddn,
{5 Bim with his faldds. Tho-kind 6l mandas d:djv
o) aTuhff o jisteit 1o 423"
s‘ﬁoﬂ timd :eceu;m‘% £ qeckets fon Wit biacty 5%

| widl anmhufsr@mn,gm,gingxac@gmk}m inghe:
{ fanof15n earblomyotd condition cfkixsot. rekhrbitg

1o bisyovi.cays; shdwol b dasling froup Biregad |
v bt wiked Rllowgm Bat o tha bibed,
7% @4 ot Hip s Cunditions, thagark

et
Fah 12 k}%ﬁe&fmb@- “thba wicked sassier |

g §

Aleibishop, sad ina vory |

mado fale promises, and.proféssed sorrow for his be
bavior to his father. This did not, howsver, Lt
long. Noeconer did be think himsolf pats 0 his pos.
stasiony, than hLis evil nature :e,m Lroko out wity
freatex violency than ever. Yo rolbbed,asd qfien -
dored all who came in his way, aud was guilty of o}
kinds of violenco. Ho again besleged bis fathar's cay
tles, with tho iotention of mutddxing kim, and af
length agtually succeeded in capturing bim, ata plics
named Fintaven. Somothing, hawover, wade bim do
sist from murdering tho pocr ol man, and instead of
doing eo, ho Imprisoned bim inone of bisown dun.
geons, and kept him thero twelve wecks. Do you
know what a dungeon is 2

“ Ploase, Ma'am, i'sa cold, dark collar, uode
ground, Im’cit 2 asked Hestor.

6 Yos, not always perhaps qoite dark, but very
nedrly so, and cold and dismal. o such a placo this
wigkod mastar ehut up his old father. At tha cudof
twelvo woeks Earl David gained bis frerdom, but wy,
again captured and carried by foreo to Brechin wher
his son once more conflned him for sixteen days
Aloxandor alto stolo s grozt deal of money er 1y
the valuable papers he could find. Still, boweve:r,
this wicked son was restrained from imbroing his
bands in bis father's blood, and onco more Fari David
pained his libarty, and a sccond timo appoaled 2 tks
king. Now, he said, he could show no mercy, ot
should certainly disinhcesit his rebollious con. Tho
wicked master did not pretend to deny anything which

was laid to his charge, and throwing bimsclf before
tho king he bogged for mercy. The king said, hex-
evur, that he could not skow any mercy, and accard.
ing to the Scottish law, ko was condomned tadeath,
aud all his lands and possessions wera to bo taken fry
him. Thae heart of the father, howover yearned to-
wards his son, and thongh ho wishad him t5be punyh
ed, ho could not bear that hie should be put to death
hoping, perhaps, that hio might still repent.  Throusd
tho intercession of the falhnr. tho king agreed tosar
the life of the wicked master, but al tho samo ftize
that hia life was spared, ho was himsell disinherited.
and all bis posterity were forover cut off from the soe
cession to the estates and honors of Crawfotd.

‘L he wicked master acquiceced in this panishment,
and with bis own mouth and frea will renounced al)
right, title, and claim to the lands of tha Earldomcf
Crawford, confessing at-tho same timo that-ba bad sip.
ned grisvously and enormously azainst his father~
Ho then, in the presonce of bis fathar; in 8 publie
strect of the town of Daudeo, stretched out bis right
E~nd, andgound himself to the rcnunciation of al
right of succussion. T'ho property was then, by Eal
David, willed over to another pergon, who became
beir instead of the wicked master, not by birh but by
gift. T imust toll you what became of Alexander af
terwards, In abouta year from this fime ho wss kil
ed in a fight with a cobler of Dundee ; and his poor
old father, worn out and broken-hearted, soon diedal
so, after a lingering illness, in one of his own castles.”
{Seo the Lives of the Lindeays, vol. i.)

¢ Oh, what & wicked man he was {” cried Agoes.
“ho did really kill hix fatha r after all”

“ Yes» repliod Aliss Wallon ;  his cohduct sorely
did. But now, I bope, you will remembar why I 14
you this  story. As by bis own sin tlus wicked master
Jost his inheritance, which Gu was in.part.enjoying de-
ring bis father's lifetimo'; so we, by -our own sing
may loss our® feavenly inberitarice, even thongh we
have been baptized, and made members.of Chmt.
cliijdren of God, aad inberifors of the ksegﬂbm of hea-
ven”

# Plsase, Ma'2m,” s2id 'Rath, « the fatber was ps-
tient with his son for.a long while"

« Y4 not that, too, Iike God's dgaling; wgt!m ok
ad ' Miss Walton,

“ Yés, Marro,? replied two nr'thme.

« Ho sparés us Joriz,*'sald Miss Walsn, ©and coz-
tinhes t6 us oor prassnt-tlossings, when by osr 6wa
sing we havo;w!y l'ortgz;eti them. nn;l,{g poj fst s
be dike the winked masier, and-abese Godl goednsd

towards us, but rather let his poodaess lead ns 1o t¢-
v@m. -Iieéaons bn Cltethiom.” - &
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