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tho Church within this Diocese. DBut it appoars that
while we have boen hore ongaged in these considera-
tions, the atténtion of Parliament, prior toany applicas
cation on our part, hasbeen directed to the introduction
of tho same measures on Lehalf not of thisdioceso only,
but on behalf of a very considerablo portion of tho
Colonial Cliurches By a bill introduced by the mem-
ber for the University of Oxford, it is propesed to enact
that in cach of tho colonial dioceses named in the billy
ot to be hereafter included by the authority of her Afa.
jesty, it shall Ve lawful for the clerty and laity, under
suitable regulations, and with the assent of tho Bishop,
to framo such regulations as by the coneurrence of all
shall be decemed most salutary and conducive to the
welfare of the Church. So far as our acquaintanco
with tho proposed measure at prosent axtends, the pur-
pose of it appears to be in exact agreement with tho
proposition of tho Bishops assembled here in 1850—
that is, to extend to the laity of the Church a degrao of
active influence, which from the outset they have nover
possessed direetly, and prrhapshandly indirectly, in the
management of its affairs. The concurrenco of %0
many portions of the Clurch in the same views at the
same instant, from cast to west, from north to south,
from the centro to the outermost limit, and theadoption
of the samo by the most distinguished statesmen, urged
forward by no impulee or solicitation from us, but by
their own thoughtful conviction that this is the path to
be traverzed in pursuit of tho most advantagcous con-
stitution for the Universal Church, are assuredly tokens
and signals that this movement forms part of a provi-
dential arrangement of God under which He will pro-
vide that *as her days aro so shall the strangth of Ilis
Charch be. It is not in my power at present, from
want of svflicient information upon the subject, to em.
body in description what the final character of this
measure is likely to prove. So far, howerar, asl can
read it, I read it in hope, and under & persuasion that
its provisions will be so carefully drawn up, so maturely
considered, and so cautiously adopted, that they may
prove a benefit, a blossing, and a support to the Church
of the Lord qhrough many coming centurics ; and, it
1ay be, even to the end of the world. [lad I been in
a position to recommend a course of procceding, my
advico X acknowledze would hiave been, that previously
to the initiation of any Parliamentary procceding, her
Majesty should have beer: advised to issue a commission
to inquire’into and report upon the state of the entire
Colonial Church: a subject, 1 have ~cason to think,
but imperfectly undorstood in England. This Report,
after having been submitted to her Majesty, 1 coneeive
it might bive been serviceable to refer to sub-com-
mittees of Churchinen in cach Colonial dioceso; that
they might have opportunity of examining into the
proposed Constitution, and of expressing to the Queen
their satisfaction with, or disapproval of, any particular
portion of it. After this, considerations having been
bestowed afresh upon any points against which objec-
tions had been raised, and the Report of tho Com-
wission amended accordingly, the same might bave been
azain submitted to tho judgement of the highest tribu.
nal, and have been finally authorized by her Majesty
as Chief Governor of the Church of Ingland. Or it
might, if deemed preferable, be sanctioned by Act of
Parliament, which includes the Queen’s assent.
The principle to be kept in view in giving the sanc-
tion of the civil authority to such an ecclesiastical ordi-
nance, are three :—First, that all approach to an Eras-
tian character be scrupulously avoided : that is, that the
State do not assume to itself the right to alter the exist-
iag laws of the Church, or 1o impose rules of govern-
nent, unless thic Church (both clergy and laity) shall
have hala  evious opportunity of examining into the
proposed settlement, and judging whetber it is fully
aareeable to the law of Christ: Seccondly. that all the
fuadamental rules of the Church of England, whether
as to doctrine, oras to is rule of discipline, be duly
maintained ; and, Thirdly, that one uniform system be
established throughoutall the Colonial Churches, {uni-
form I mean, as to all vital anl esential observances,)
vhereby they may be boand tagether in onc great
system of unity,and so formn collectively, one with
aaother, and with the parent Church of Enslasd and
Iroland,.one great asserably of saints engaged through-
out the world in spreading abroad the truth of the
alanous Gospel, that alt men may be brought to the
knowledge of it, amd the nauons may be prepared for
the appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ.  This, T entertain & strong liope, is part of the
bigh destiny rvserved for the Chun hof England by the
extension of her Colonial empire  Itmay be that themo-
tives which often impelled the azents and in<trniments in
that extension were worldly or sondid.  Tn many cases,
we know they were 50 ; but all our fearsmay be coinpos.
¢d by the remembrance that however the nations may

rago together, in
Lord is the Groat King over alltha carth. The fierce-
ness of mart shall turn to His praise, and the fiareeness
of thum shall Ilo restrain, and maeke them all work
together for the ostablishmont of His own glory and the
redemption of 1lis choson peaple.  And now, brothren
as numbered among thoss who have been called to
boar o part in furwanding tho developement of the
kingdom of heaven upon every inhabited shiore of the
worldl, in this moment of soparation from you whoso
weltare Lias boen tho constant oliject of my anxicety, my
earnest oxhortation to you iy that you beat peaco
among yourselves, and lut the fruit of the Spirit bo
shown among you in the love and joy, the gooduuss,
the gentlencss, tho meekness, tewperance, and fith,
whereby ns many of yon as are called to thy ministry
may mako full proof of 1t, and as many as aro to see

knowledge from your lips, s0 study to adorn the doe-
trine of God in afl things, that all who behold you may
report that God is in you of a truth. For myself, 1
desire with much carnestness two things; first the
benefit of your continual intercession for moe before
the throne of grdce, that I may bue preserved froums
bodily perils, and, much more, sustained in the xpint of
a sound mind for the discharge of the arduous aml
solumn cmbassy to which the Lord has appointed me;
and secondly, that if in the discharge, during so many
yeary, of thy duties of my oflice, I have ever, throngh
misuse of the discrotion which is attached to it, given
causo of offence to any, they will fovgive tho wrong at
iy prosent carnest solicitat:ion, and on my humble con-
fession of it. Xt hasnever been an intentional wrong,
vou may boassured. But Iawm so deeply penetratod
Witk a sense of tho infirmities of mind and character
shich are inhorent even in those who most carnestly
endeavor to do the best, that 1 can never bu free from
the apprehension of having giveu proof in vy own

mo this wrohg, 1 pray you,as [ do most ticely and from
my heart forgive if any have oftended me. Wo have
partaken together, it may possibly be for the last time
upon carth, of that blesseld communion which is not
only an outward symbo), but ought verily and indeed
to fill us with the substance of that peace which Christ
left as bis last bequest to his followers; and iu the fel-
lowskip of which we arc made one with him.  Thus let
us separate, retembering the precept, Be yo kind to
one another, tender hearted, lorgiving one another,
even a8 God for Christ's sake has forgiven you; and
may the blessing of God Alwighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost, be upon you, and remain witk you
for ever. Amen.

‘Che address was listened to with the greateatattention
by the assemblage present, and mauy were moved to
tears, particularly at those passazes in which his Lozd-
ship alluded to tbe tics of aflection and remembrance
which bind himto this sonthern land, and those wherein
be begged to be forgiven for any offence which he
might unconsciously have-given to any of his brethren
in tho course of discbarging the onerous and responsi-
ble duties of his office. ™ °

Mr. Charles Campbell said that he had been request-
cd by many of those present to assure his Lordship that
bad more time beenallowed. be would have received an
address from tha laity, expressive of their affectionate
and respectful sympathy, aud of their carnest prayer
that he might be providentially preserved both in body
and mind, during his Jong and probably cventful
Jjourney.

The Bishop then again wished his flock farewell, ex-
pressing his hopo that every blesing would attend them
until Lis return ; and having sbaken bandy with his
friends, bis Lordship left the room, followed by ihe best
and most carnest wishes of every one present for his
safety and success.” .

The Bislop reacbed Southampton in the Royal Mail
steamer La Plata, on Nov.18. But the yellow fever
had broken out on board during the vovage; and pas-
sengers were not permitted to land untu afier a favora-
ble report of the state of the crew hiad been made by
the medical officers.  The correspondent of the Times
makes the following statement:—

* Pratique having been given to La Plata, about
noon on Saturday, Nov. 20, the vussel hauled down the
quarantine {lag, ot under weigh, and steamed out inio
open water, where the ceremony of committing 1o the
deep the bodies of two unfortunate men who had died
was performed with due solemnity ; the funeral duties
being impressively performed by the Bishop of SxvNEY
in person. After this, La Plata headed towards South-
ampton, and entered the docks about four o’clock, the
pasiongers’ bagmage being immediately landed and
cleared by the customs and dock authoriticr,  The
cargo and bullian will be discharged on Monday.

Ttis worthy of special remark, that although the bulk
of the passengers landed on Friday, so seon as permis.
sion was communicated to them. the Bishop of Sydney,
who wasalso a passenger, refused to leave the ship until
the unfortunate invalids on board had cither recovered
or should be removed to more suitable quarters on shore.
The venerable prelate was most assiduous in his atten-
tions to the sick on board. continuatly visiting them in
their affliction, and administering the spiritual consola.
tions of religion at all times thronghout the voyage.
The Bishop also attended Caprain Allen in his last
moments, and performed tBe last oflices of religion to
most of those who fell victims to the yellow fever on
tho voyage, thus winning the admiration and esteem of
sll on board. Mr. Wiblin, the quarantine officer of
the port, was detained on the Plata from Thursday
morning to Friday mght, and was most uuremitting in
his exertions for the welfare of the numerous invalids,

the wnfortunate men who Iay ill on board.”
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HOUSE OF LORDS, Moxpay, Dec. 20,
SUNISTERIAL® EXPLANATIONS. ’
The Earl of DEiny said: My lords, it is consistent
with the usual practice, and I think conducive to the
nblio adeantage, that a Minister, in annonncing to your
lonlshipa' houss tho dissolution of thy Government over
which le Das been called on to preside, should enter
into somo oxplanation of the causes which huve led to
an ovent that can-ot but be productive, in every casa,
of moro or less of clisturbance to public affaire,” It ia
unnecesary for me on thu present occasion to advert
to tho circumstances under which the Government dis-
golved tho last Parliament, A careful examination of
the roturns mada by the difforent coustitiiencics, and
of tho policy prolessed by thy candidates at their
soveral eleetions, rendered the position of thy Govern-
ment and of the other parties in the State a matter of
no uncertainty, aud of easy caleulation, It was clear
that thera were of the supporters of the Government,
on questions not fuvelving Freetrada or Protection,
but of’ parties who wero gonerally disposed to suppoit
her Majesty’s Ministers, 310 gentlemen,  ‘Lhere wore
three other parties—it, indeed, thero were not many
more—thoe firt including in it all tho various grada-
tions ot' opinion, from the high aristocratic Whig down
to the wildest theorist and the extremest of the Radica)
party, in all their ramifications, comprising 260 memn-
bers.  The third prarty consisted of gentlemen from the
vister kingdom, principally representing the Irish Ro-
man Catholie ¢lerpymen. and holding the extreme
dactrines of tho Ultramontane school—all of them
pledired by the declarations which they bave pus for-
wand to use their utinost endeavors 6r tho overthirow
of the present, or any other Govarument which is not
prepared to act upon their extremo opinjons.  Further,
there was o party, numerically small, comprehending
from thirty to thirty-five members, gentlemen of great
personal worth, of great emiucnce and respectability,
who once professed, and 1 letivve do still profiss, Con-
servative opinions.  In this state of things it was ob-
vions to her Majesty’s Government, that though they
bad by far the Jargest party, and were nearly amoicty
of the whole House of Comnmons, yet they did rot pos-
sess the support of an absolute majority in that louse,
and that conszquently, if it should be the will of all the
threo other parties to whom I have referred to combine
in carrying out a movement for the overthrow of the
Government, those three parties so combining— what-
ever power they might posross for the formation of
another Government— lla(‘ full power to destroy and
overthrow the Government which then existed. We
were not long to beleft in doubt as to whether tho will
existed on the part of those to whoin I have alluded,
to overthrow the Government.  Before we bad an op-
portunity of bringing forward -.ny specific measures,
notice was piven of a motion Ly a gentlemen holding
extreme opinions—a gentleman of whom 1 desire to
speak with all respect, because he bas throughout con-
sistently maintained and steadily supported the same
opiniens when they were urpopalar which lie did when
subsequently ratified by rublic opinion. and in order
that the Government might be placed in minority on
that question, before we had any opportunity of bring-
ing forward our measures, it was necessary that a con-
cert should take place among all tho partiesto whom J
have referred, because, without such concert the Go-
vernment would still be in a majority.  The incidents,
my lords, possess almost a dramatic character; for when
these concerted measures appeared ready for execution,
an amendment was moved in anotber and an unexpect-
cd quarter, which placed the matter on a different foot-
ing, and prevented that anion of Whigs, Consexrvatives
and Radicals, which was neceseary for the Govergment
to be placed in a inority.  We proceeded then to
bring forward and to subniit to I’arlisment tho finan-
cial policy which we were to propose, and aftes a
lengthened debate in the House of Commons, by the
union of all the threc parties, the Government were
defeated in a house almost unprecedently full—a house,
in which there were. not more than six and twenty
members in the whole house who, in one way or the
other, did not record their opinion. In that house so
constituted the Government were <uljjected to a defear
by a majority of nincteen, If we had been defeated
on 3 minor and incidental point—if it were on some
detail of a measure the general principle of which was
assented to Ly Parliament— greatly as I should feel the
position of the Government weakenod by being subject.
vl to a defeat even on a minor matter—greatly as pre-
ceding Governments have been weakened by sub-
mitting 1o repeated defeats and to reversal of their
pohiey —incenvenicnt as I should have considered such
a s1ate of things to be—siill 1 do not consider 1hat 1
shonld have been justified by a defeat on a minor ques-
tion in abandoning the duties which had heen confided

to me. But, my lords, this defeat was on no miner

question—it was on the basis of our whole financinl
policy ~—lot me say it was ostensibly on the basis of the
fimancial jolicy which was to be established in this
country, and in reality and in truth it wasto determine
the confidence or the want of confidence the House of
Commons reposed in us (hear, kear) 1 felt, and my
colleagues felt with me, that no option remained but to
tender to her Dlajesty the resigration of thase offices
with which she bad entrusted ns.  Her Majesty was
pleased to aceept our resignation, and sienifivd he..
pleasurc, which was acted upon in the course of th

alleviating the sufferinas and attending to the wangs of | same day, to sensl and take the advice of noblemer

members of yorr lordships’ house—both of themn ¢



