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instruetion, angd. peintd ont the maans by which the
reading of it may become for the Christian a
piofitable exercise. - .

It cannot be denied; as St. Austin has observed,
that the inspired velume “is agcessible to all,
thongh few are caj able of penetrating the depths
of ‘knowledge which it contains. In thosc matters
which it plainly discloses, it speaks in the language
of friendship t6 i/the learngd and the unlearned.”
How dublime the wisdoin which it teaches man ;
and how impressively doesit address itself to his
heart ! He finds in its elevated truths a principle
that exalts the soul, that places it on a level with
the high destiny for which it bas been created,
that. throws indeed -an aspact of uncertainty azd
change over human things, but substitutes in their
stead the hright and lasting realities of a spiritual
world, which alone. have the power of satisfying
the aspirations of our heart. In the pages of the
iuspired book the loftiest genias will find matter
for contemplation and a souree of comfort, while
at the same time il conveys instraction and conso-
lation to the least cultivated minds. There are no
eircumstances of life in whioh it may not be con-
sulted with advantage, boeause the heavenly les-
sons which it imparts are directed to the regulation
of our actions according to the law of Gdd, which
is a peint of daily and constant application. low
many powerful considerations does it present to
the sinful man for the reformation of his conduet;

kow vividly doos it portray to the worldling the .

cheating vanity of those objects which he so fondly
pwsnes; how eloguently does it enforce the
claims of virtue and the precepts of eternal life !
How effectual is the solace which it imparts in the
Lour of trial and affliction, and how secure the
refuge which it offers at all tin:es to those who,
tossed about ob the stormy sea of life, are in con-
tinual danger of spiritual shipwreck ! The apostle
St. Paul has summed up the benefits which it con-
fers, in these few words : ““ All scripture inspired
of God is profitable to teach, to reprove, to correct,
to instraet in jostice, that the man of God may be
perfect, furpished to every geod work.”

The conviction that the mosi salutary results
follow from a judicious use of the holy Scriptures,
has always led the Catholie church to employ them
48 an effectval means of sanctification among her
children, and as an armor of strength 1~ the hands
of those who have been appointed to defend the
cause of truth against the assaults of its adversaries.
In fact, in the primitive days of religion, the
sacred writers, although led by paricular eircum-
stances (o record the traths and facts connected
with the establishment of Christianity, addressed
themselves to the faithfal in general. Sueh was
the object of the fonr Gospels, and the different
Epistles that have been left to the church. Hence

St. Paul, in his first Epistle to the Corinthians,
chapter first, uses the following language: ** To
the church of God that is at Corinth, to them that
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
with pll* that invoke the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ ir every place of theirs and ours.” It was
a commecn practico alsc for the early fathers to
urge upgn the people the utility of consuiting the
inspired volume _ St. Austin endeavored.to with-
diaw their alténtion from vain and dangerous
amusements, by rerresenting to them the happy
influence of the word of God, which alone zan
satisfy the desires of an immortal soul, ip the reat
blessings ‘which it offers in time and in eter-
nity.

¢ It 13 my opinion,” says Fenelon, ¢ that many
writers have given themselves a very needless
degree * of trouble to prove what cannot be called
in question, namely, that the laity were wont to
read the Bible duning the first ages of the church.
To be convinced of this, we need only consuit the
works of St. Chrysostom. Thus, for example, he
says, in his preface to the Epistle to the Romans,
that ¢ Me bitterly regrets that many of the faithful
do not understand St. Paul as they should do ; and
that the ignorance of some is so great as not even
to know the number of his epistles.” ¢ The reason
of this disorder,” he adds, © arises from the cir-
cumstances of their not assidiously reading the
writings of the apostles I’ He moreover states that
the ¢ignoranee of the holy Scriptures is the source
both of the'contagion of heresies and of the cor-
ruption of morals.” ¢ They,” he says, ¢who tuin
ot their eyes to the rays of the Scriptures, full
necessarily into errors and into the commission of
frequent faults.” These reproaci.es were aadress-
ed to the laity, who attended the sermons of the
saint.

¢ Saiot Jerom, instructing Leeta vespecling the
education of her daughter, tells ker that, ¢ as seon
«: the child is somewhat older, her parents shouid
find her constantly employed in the sanctuary of
the Seriptures, consulting there the prophets and
the apostles concerning her spirifual nuptials.’—
¢ Le¢t her,” he adds, * bring back to you, each day,
the fruits of her regular work, which will be a
colle¢tion of flowers culled from the Scriptures.
Let her learn first a certain number of the Greek
verses, and then instruet her by the Latin version.
<Teach her, be says, ¢to love the sacred books
in preference to precious stones and robes of silk.
Let her learn by heart the Psalms.  Let ber know
the proverbs of Solomen relating to the rules of
life. f.et her, from the ecclesiast, be engaged to
trample under foot the vanity of worldly things ;
and, from the book of Job, to imitate the examples
of coutage and resigoation. From these instrue-
tive lessens let her proceed to the Gospels, and let



