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The twenty-first annual meeting of
the Winnipegg board of ‘frade was
Lweld Tuesday afteruncon, the members
present belng as  follows: L. L.
Drewry, president; C. N. Bel,
secretary; F. W. Drowry, G.
R Crowe, J. . Brock, J. U. Ashdown,
D K Eliott, A. Strang, J. S. Aiklas,
Jy. Byrncs, R. Muir, D. W, Bole, D.
H. McMillan, A. C. Archibaid, W. L.
Parrsh, G. F. Corruthers, G, F. Steph.
ens, J, C. Waugh, N. Bayloy , John
aird, W. Hespoler, D. E. Sprague, ¥.
1. Patton, I, W. Stobart, S, ¥ airn, 1.
Miutter, G, IL Shaw, A. L. Johason, D.
\v  DBuchanan, J. W. Harris, H. S.
Ciotty, O. M. Hatcher, H. W. Hutch.
mson. E. A. Mott, P. Gallagter, 8. A.
McGaw, Jos, Carman, L. Nicholson, C.
A. Baskerville, D. D. Wood, J, B. Monk,
Ao I D. MacGachan, XK. MacKenzle,
S P. Clark, Wm. Martin, Thos. Gilroy.
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President’s Address.
_After the minutes of the last meet-
ing had boen presented by the secra.
tary and adopted, Mr. . L. LDrewry
delivered his annual address as presi-
deut, which was as follows:

Following the preeedent cstablished
In 1887 by Mr. Ashdown, at that time
president of tius board, I will, with
your permission, auddress a few, words
to you on my reotirement from the of-
flee to which you did me the unques-
tioned bonor of eclecting me a year
ago.

The report of the council for the past
ysear is now before you and will be
fouud repiete with most valnable and
luteresting information. As it con-
talns o correct and complete record,
concisely and chronologically ar-
ranged, of all the proceedings of the
board, its counuil and oommittees,
there existe no reason for my cnlarg-
ing upon all the matters submitted
therelu and although all the subjects
dealt with are importaut, i few ap-
pear to suggest special relerence, one
of wlden, and I take it up first, as
an old acquaintance, is that of the
improvements to St. Andrew's Raplds.
This question has, I believe, found a
place In every president’'s address and
annug! report almost Irom the incep-
tfon of the board, and its importance
has becn earnestly impressed upon
€very government in power at Ottawa,
Timo aftcr time our hopes have been
raised ouly to meet with gloomy dis.
appointment., I esteem it  indeed a
privilege to be able to point out that
the clouds of disappointment are
slowly but I hope and believe surely,
drifting away and a goodly share of
that “sliver liuing' which the pcople
ol this country have anxiously looked
for aud patlently awaited so long, is
1o visible,

The present government at Ottawa
s{ter carcfully considering the prac.
ticability and value of these improve.
ments declded to proceed with  tho
work aund abtained from parlinment a
vote of ¥150,000 for the connmence.

ment  of operations, the com.
pletion of this work will
involve an expenditure of prob.

ably four or five times this sum,

No difficulty whatever should be en.
countercd in obtalning the full sum
required as thg Hon. Slr Charles Tup-
per—now leader of the opposition in
tho House of Commons—in 1696 pledged
the government of Canadu of which
ho was then the leader o at once com.
mence this much desired and neces.
sary lmprovement. We are therefore
singularly fortunate in tue knowiedge
that both leaders are favorable to an
varly prosuention of this most, import.
ant publie work whicl it is uow uuder.
stoo:t will bs pushed forward without
further Gelay. I feel that I am not
overstating the matter in saylug that
there is general! regret that the low
stage of water and the long fall
weather, s¢ suitable for carrying on
work of this character, was not taken
advantage of carller, However, it is
gratifying to know that even o small
commenciment has been  made and
work actually uuderway.
ILL G THE LANDS.

The question of setillng the vacant
lands lu the vicinity of the city con-
tisnues to be @ most impm tany one, and
while exceedingly goud work has been
donc in the past, renewed and earncst
cffort shiould be made curing the com-
ing scason. The judlcious dissemina.
tion of literature seiting lorth the
advantages of Winnipug as w progres-
sive city, ana as a rapiuly increasing
market in which to disposc of  the
producte of the farmy, musy in time
te attended with gratifying vesults.

The Jands. In what might be con-
sidered the immediate vicinity, must
certainiy be capable of sustaining 2
poputation of not loss than 10,000
people  This would practicady be an
addition to the city's population, and
our buniness men, parilcularly the re-
tailers, would rcecive the dircet Lene-
fiv of this increased teade, It is well
known that all farm prodl:c(_:. com-
mands o higher price fn Winnipeg
than at any other point i the pro-
vinee, while on the other hand, sup-
plies requirea by the setiier, are, owing
to the close competition, correspond-
ingly cheaper. Good roads :uid drain-
age are in wy opinion two of the
prime nevessitics for the successful
settling of these lands. The latter
wot k, tliat of drainage, is being car-
ried o o ome exteat by the provin-
cial government while the question of
better roads has already received
some attentlon, a conmmittes of the
city council and councils of adjoining
wunicipalities  baviug held a jolat
meeting during  the year, with the
result that the representatives of the
municipalities were to furnish o inem-
orandum and plans of the roads they
cousldered should first be :lcalt with,
Since then I understand nothing fur-
ther lkar been done. It is satisfactory,
however, to know that the city coun-
cll are agaln moving in the matter.

That Winnipsg's present rural sur.
roundings are anything buv inviting
must be patent to all. Visitors to our
clty, approaching it from almost any
dirzction caunot be othierwise than wu-
favorably impressed and dis.
appointed when instead of
the well built farm houses, granaries,
cte., s0 commonly found within a cev-
tain radius of important business cen-
tres, they sce nothing but a wide ex-
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panse of rich but uncultivated prairie,
The thanks of this board are ue to the
committeo of the city counell for their
kindly and cnorgetic co-operation with
our committco specially charged with
this work. It would appear with
all the following forees interested and
available, hourd of trade. city couucii,
udjoining municipalitics, tho olflco ma.
chinery of tho Dominion and provinein)
governments, seconded and supported
by the publie, who would, 1 have not
the slightest doubt, unaiimously one
dorse any reasonuable outluy in con.
neetion  with this lmportant work,
that some tangible and satisfactory
result  should be realized—uunless, of
course, the lands aro held at such spec-
ulativo values as »would place them
Leyond a possibllity of ylelding a fair
return to prospective itvestors.
have dwelt at considorable iength on
thiy sabject, feeling that 1t Is one of
wore thav ordinary concern to Win
nipeg and surrounding municipalitios
It not to the province generally.

DOUGLAS GRAIN BILL AND GRAIN
INSPECTION ACT.

It is but natural that any matter at-
fecting the grain interest of this coun.
try should recelve immediate and cure-
ful attention at tho hauds of this
board. The introduction in parliament
at Ottawa of the Douglas Grain bitl
and the aet amending the Grain Inspec:
tion act, Leing measures fraught with
the greatest possible importance to
tho farmers and business men, of not
only, the agricultural west, but of
Canada almost as a whole, at once re-
ceived such attention.

The first of theso measures, hame-
1y, the Douglas grain bill was stronely
opposed by this board, and as outlined
in the council’'s report, the vill was
defented in committee specially ap.
pointed by parliamment to consider iv.
Its introduction may, however, be
productive of good results as tho cov.
ornment, in view of the claimg advanc-
ed by the promoter of the bili that such
wit act was essentially in tho interests
of the farmers and producers of this
country appointed a royal commission
to take evidence from all parties inter-
ested. anG in the event of the mriev.
ances, aileged to exist, being substan.
tiated, the government should, wund no
doubt wiil, take the earliest opportun-
Ity of rcmoving or remedying such
gricvane.s,

The second measure referred to us
an act to amond the grain inspection
act, Is in my opinion one of the most
important to this country and w»ar.
iicuiarly this city, that has received
the attention of the government for
somo  time, Winnipeg as the door-
way through which passes practic-
ally the  entire yproduct of the
vast grain growing district of Man-
itoba and the Northwest Territories
shionld, under the new system of inspee.
tion occupy an increased importance
in the commercial world. It is well
known thac the city of Duluth, simil-
arly situated, In respect to its being
the placo of inspection of all grain ex-.
ported from a great wheat produciuy
scction, owes its prominence largely to
the fact that it s such a
place of Inspection. Duluth  wheat.
“Duluth inspection,” e¢te. wow such
€ommon terms have resulted
in making the name of the Zenith city
of Mmnnesota, familiar not only to the
people of this country, but also in the
far distant forelgn markety of the'
world. Henceforth the wheat of this
country, superior to that produced in
rerhaps any other portion of the globe,
will, by inspection at this point, be
stamped, as it were, with the “Hall



