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THE COMMERCIAL,

rise in prices thero. Tho market hero is very
tiffl and next week o considerable ad.
vunce will no doubt be reported. Quotations
are : Kastern creamery in 20 and 25 1b tubs,
990 ; 28c in 50 and 75 1b tubs; Manitoba daicy,
22 to 23¢: B.C. dairy, 20 to 22c. The last
named, however, does not sell readily. Oa-
tario cheese is 13¢; Manitoba, 124¢; 10 b
creamory cheese, fancy, Ioec.

DRESSED MEATS, LIVE s$rock, KT0—Live
steers, aro quoted at dc; cows, 3ic;
dressod beef,  74c; lambs  $4.50 apieco;
dressed $5; sheop 563c; mutton, 120; hogs 8c;
pork, 1lo; calves, 7¢; veal, lle. So far no
reduction has'been made in the price of beef.
. A cut is expected daily.

" ‘HoNRY—Smith Bros. Chilliwack, quote asg

“ follows : 11b g'nsses, per dozen, $2.756 ; 1 1b
combs, per dozen, $2.50 ; 3 Ib jars, par dozen,
$7.75; castern honey is 12¢ par pound; strained
haoney, 13e.

Soaars—Quotations are: Dry granulated
3¢ ; extra C53c; fancy follow §c; yellow 43c;
golden C 43c; syrups per 1b 4c; Redpath’s ayr-
upy 2 1b tin 15¢; do 81b tins 50¢; do kegs 3ge
per th

Fruits, Kuts, RTC.—Foreign fruits are be-
ginning to get scarco, with tho exception of
grapes, pears and a‘)ples. Apples are coming
into the market freely from California, O.egon,
British Columbia aud Oatario.  The first con-
sigument of Ontario snow apples wore received
on Saturday and werein p.ime condition, sell.
ing raadily at 86 per barre). Saveral more car
loads have bcen ordered and ars on the way.
Quotations are: Sicily lemons §8.50; California
lemons, $8; cocoanuts $1 par doz; bananas $3.75.
Turkirh figs, 143c, almonds 18c ; walauts 150¢;
filberts 15¢; pine 20c; poanuts 10¢; evaporated
apples 13 to 14c; apricots 16 to 18c ; apples in
boxes 13 to }4c; nectarines 13 to 16¢; })eaches
unpeelen 154 to 17¢; Seurs peeled and sliced 12
to ldc; plums, pitted 123 to 13kc; prunesin
gacks 12 to ldc; prunes in boxes 13 to 15¢;
strained honey. 13c; raising, §2 to §2.75; B.C.
applez, 75¢ to $1.25; Cal. (fancy table) $1.50 ;
Bortland, $1.25; eastern applos {fameuse), 36
per bbl.; peara, $1.80 to §2; grapes $1.60; cran-
berries scorce and in demand, 45c per gil.;

- otranges, {Mexican), §5; quinces, $1.75.

Lusmner—Nominal. Quaotations are as fol-
lows, but the market is in o very uasottled
state, a good deal of cutting going on in all
lines. For export: Rough merchantable,
ordinary sizes, in longths to 40 feet,
inclusive, $9 per M feet; deck plank,
rough, average length 35 feet, per M,
819; dressed T. and G. flooring $17; vickets,
rough, 89; lath, 4 fect, §2 per M. Local quota.
tions: Rough merchantable lumber per M $12;
double dressed and edged $22.50; single do
$£20; No. 1 tongued and grooved floaring, 1 x 4,
$22.40; rough deck plank S$I4, laths par M
$2.25; shingles, common, per m, .00.
On the Island, however, the Victoria Lumber
Exchange, which had kept up a standard, has
abolished the May price list and a drop in
prices may be oxpected. This has arisco owing
to the refusal of the new Sayward Milling Com.-
pany to adopt tho exchange list. The evport
trado continues active, principally on account
of the low freights, but prices aro low.

One Pcopls, One Policy.

For years THR CoMMERCIAL has advocated
the policy of a united West, From Port
Arthur to the Pacific Ocean thero is a com-
munity of intercst that dees not obtain elso.
where in Capads. The ““Height of Land,”
proverbial iu provincisl politics, is a dividing
liuo that scparates the East from tho West in
the British half of tho continent. It isthe
Rubicon which was crossed when the tho Can.
adiag Pacific railway was projected across the
continent and mado the chain linkiog the scat-
tered line of provinces intec a federal whole.
While Trtr CoMMERCIAL docs nat by this im.
ply that Canada is divided in interest iy means
that there aro in tho great west industrial pos.
aibilitics and natural resources that peculiarly
ally its various parts and ‘make it distinctively

a country the dovelopmont of which dopends
on common, mutual effort. To a large oxtent
the building up of tho West has drawn from
the vital rosources of Eastern Canada, and still
Canada ay a wholo has benefitted by the latter's
growth, bedefitted gceatly nouns will deny.
Tho hopes of Canada for some years have been
majoly direoted to the Weat, the grzat extent
and rosourocts ol which oponed on her, in the
language of Canada’s, most gifted vice-regent,
sHilimitable possibilitice." ‘o\miderinF. there-
fore, tho west (meauing the whole prai.
vie conntry) and BritishColumbia asapart froh
a'l the rest of the Dominlon, their interests
may rightly bo regarded as one. This is a fuct
that the people of nono of the westorn proviances
have sufficiontly recognized. It i8 really the
keynote of success. By naturc they are the
truo complement of each other. Mauitoba and
the Northwest with their limitless whea’ ficlds
and stock ranges supply an imporlaut element
of the necessaries of life, which British Colum-
bin so far has found essential to imnport.
The latter with its horticultural possibil.
ities its timber and its fsheries should
find cast of -the Rockies their best
and most profitable outlet. Each is naturally
anxious for ‘‘tcemiog populations,” and there
is evident that rvivalry cf claims as to climate,
soil products, eto., laudable perhaps, the out-
come of developing communities, side by side,
with larga absorbiog capabilities, which marks
most western districts, whether belonging to
the same coucrtry or not.

Now that each is adopting or would strive to
adopt what is known asa **vigorous immigra-
tion policy” and as the Dominion Government
has recently declared its inteation of relegatin
to the different provinces the duty, may wecal
it, of advertising its owo resources, i' may be
well to consider if a more harmonious line of
policy should aot be adoEmd between this and
tho prairio provinces, Both proviaces have
gouviously overlooked the fact that upoa the
peogling of the respective fields depends much
of their own success. This applies more par-
ticularly to Briti Y Columbia. Generally speak-
ing it isnot & dominating theory here, though
perhaps passively agreed to, that upon the fill-
ing up of the Northwest more than anything
else nangs our industrial future. At present
thero is a considerable trade in lumber and fish
and if wo could supply it, thero is a largs de-
mand for our fruit. But suppose the present
say 200,000 people in the Northwest were in-
crcased, not to be unduly optimistic, to one
million or what is easily possible to five or ten
millions, v-hat then ? It means more for British
Columbia than it is possible to conjecture. Our
need of foreign markets is then completcly ab
gorbed and swallowed up in the more preesing
demands of & people a fow hundred miles away.
Oane even hesitates tosay whethor our resources
would be equal to what the prospect opensup
in such an cvent. :

Oa the other haad every additional inhabi-
tant in British Columbia meauns another consum-
er of North-west flour, beof and butter.

Another important fact has been overlooked,
that a considerable percentage of the popalation
of British Columbia hias percolated through
Manitoba and the Yerritories and this will al.
ways continue by a natural selection of climate,
locality and occupation. .

Therefore it is perfectly obvious that every
immigrant obtiined for Manitoba and the other
Northwest provinces is a positive gain to
British Colambia, as muzh so almost a¢ if ho
setiled west of the Rockies. He is a consvmer
and a possiblo settler.

Tho moral is plain. The governments of the
western provinces should unite and “‘pool”
their efforte.  In other wo:de, thoy should
oconomiso cnergy and immigration expenditure
by working through common agecacics. The
class of immigranis in tho line of farming,
required by <ach, is entitely distinct, and
claims caonot clash. We bavo thercfore,
sFrcad out 10 tho world 2 varicty of choite to
the scttler and why waste opposing cflorts in
the way of inducements. Tho Noithwest will
natorally absorb inore rapidly which will react

on this province by tho expansion of industry
to keep pacs with the market for fruit, fish,
lamber and cerfain other prcducts caused
thereby.

If & couference were held re{:resenﬁng the
governments und tho leading Loards of trado
the Jines of co-operation could be ersily marked
out. They are, in fact, defined by nature.

Belief .in the common destiny of the two
greut western tections of Canada hes always
actunted Tne CoMMERCIAL, and tu desiro as it
should be of every inhabitant of both, ia to see
a policy having its speedy accomplishment in
view, adopted,

Two Commissions.

For tho unravellog of kootty problems royal
commissions ara the popular modern means.
There are two now in session at Victoria, Oae
is an international affair, for the purpose of
enquiring into the particulars of tho seizur e of
the Coquitlano in Alaskan watere. The evi-
dence elicited so far proves that the steamer
discharged no cargo in port, whither she went,
for water and where she was pounced vron by
the American cutter Corwin, Nor was any
cargo diecharged or tuken on within the three.
mile limit. The steamer simply towed the
eealers into what hns always been regarded by
the law of nations, the open zes, beyond the
tbree-mile limit and there gave them supplies
and teok off scal skine, the purpose for which
she was legitimutely chartered. It seems,
however, a new point will be raised on behalf
of the right of the Americans to scize, viz.,
that theie is a twelve-mile limit, all inside
of which is Anierican water and over which
Americans have juriediction. Whether, even
if this vovel and extremely interesting conten.
tion be established, the Cequintlam would be
liable is not clear as there seems to be some
confasion of cvidence as to just how far from
land or where theze transfers of skius and sup-
plics tonk place; but in any event it would be
construed the werld over as inflicting an un-
paratleled hardship to confiscate a steamer and
valuable cargo for overstepping a marine limit
the existence of which had never heretofore
been recoguized. The captain of the Cequitlam
in every respect teems to have acted quite
regularly and if the punishment goes into effect
it will obviously be on a technicality so elender
that any nation or court would surrender its
diguity to act upon it.

The other ie a Royal Commiesion ferreting
out the truoe inwardaess of the amall pox
epidemic in t.is Provinen, Tho commissioners
are making a tour of the four citiea of the
coast. So far nothing bas been brought out to
cause THE COMMERCIAL to alter the opinion
expressed in a recent issue regarding the utility
of the commission in question, nothing at all
evenits which was already pretty well known,
but the roport of the commistion, which might
almost bo anticirated from the outset from
oxistiog knowledge of circumstances in con-
nection with the small pox outbreak of last
summer, will be the grovudwork and justifica-

tion for certain lgislation regarding the public
health to bs introduced rext zession of the
legislature. Withont in sny way aiming to
foreatall conclusions, evidenco goes to indicate
what may be fairly deducille: lit, that amall
pux was introduced by tho Canadian Pacific
linc of steamers, polonting to the necessity of a
1igid quarantive being enforced at Albert
Head, and an cificient and thorough inspection
of ships coming into port ; 2nd, that the efforts
by some of the muvicipalitica to etamp out the
discass were neither effectual nor energetic,
and that goveinmental intervention was neces.
eary aud justifiiable ; 3rd, thuta ccmprehensive
revision of health laws and unifeim methods of
enforcement uro desitable, Anothor wmatter
that will probably have attention will bs the
rights and limits of local quarantine, As a
matter affocting trade and commerce, this latter
consideration is most important,

(Continued on peege 295.)



