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in inii(isidiial industries, suîbject ta comipetition,
woîilu ha rik>, lieuce the desire ta toiîtiol an
alîtira inustry. Titec latest pr.jîsî)setl coin-
bigiation of tlîîs kiiid is oule ta o ntrol the
ss bolesala gî ocery trade of tàtiit i. A report
cornes frontî Tloonto ta the elYect tîmut Agrntts
ara endcas-oriuig ta sectire contrai of the s% lîtila.
sale grocery truida of Canîada for ait Englisb
syndicato. Ali tlîa wlolesalo graonsr thera
hiava b' -ni appru.aclietd, anmiuost (f thîeî. liase
agre.si LO d îîgv uotos Loliîdoî, Hnliil-
ton, Majitreal, Ottawa anti Kinîgston fl s us lias-e
aiso given options. If tlîe sc-hemao is suct-essful,
aile Isoarul of t'irct trj %% ilI contrai t'ia business
of tlîe counitry, and for tue present îclih hiausù
s% iii continîue as it im. lVitl a gigatitic uîyndi
cata suicl as tha oua proposed, the proniatens
say tlîey caui nake iiîîuîcb greatcr profits, as
miono>' couilî ha got for tuo per cent, wshich
uow casts; six peu cenît., ant i y bu> iîîg in large
lots they woulu got lowen prices.

Thîis is a iies departura in tlîa coinbination
business. Hleretcfore attention hias been gis-en
mainly ta indtustrial branches of traula. Tisa
contrai of a trad<e s0 dis-ersified in its nature as
the wluolcsale grocery businuess, la certaimily a
raunarkable uîntlertakiuîg, andti di outcoine of
the schieine su ili ba awaited with intereat. At
a glance tIse .ll~~Iii the nitu> tf the unier-
takiuig ssoulis seenm alinost insuiriountable. But
with u-iuitcui capital it must be rernembereul
great things cati ba ai.comp)lislîc.l. Ona effect
af suicli a counhination wauilui certain!>' ba to
grcatly curtail the prcscnit toa prounisc-ious
credit business, in the grocer>' traule et ieast.
'rinue wouull aise likeiy be shiorte-neul, thotigli imi
the gracery treule thi8 is uat îieauly so grcat at
esii as iu saiune otlier brauîdîes. It is not likely
that the conîbinatiomi woiIJ aulvance prices ma-
teriall>', but tlîc uinbusinesslike, auI dcnoraliz.
iog cuistoil freujsîently iiitlulgcsi ii of cîutting
prices ta ruîinous liguires wouul, of course ba cul-
tirely suopped. Still. iii a brttîch like %vitale-
sala groceries, tliera would certainly bc uuauy
nesv counpetitars slrisiging nip aIl os-ar tue
country, wl-oi tlîe comiii.atioîi wotuld uuot ba
safa lu entireiy ignoriiîg, an.1 iii this suay the
situation would bc mîade interes'iîig for tlîe
praposeti cnnibiuatioii.

The influence tîpon tlîe retail tiaula af a coin
bination in tlîa wholeiale trade, wuilgi pi o-
balely ha benaficial. Osie of the wou-st feattires
of extreune conîpetitiaîî iun tlîe suolesale trada
is the îr uitipl3 iug of retaii stores, iii the furmn
o! stîpply accounits eut! in otîxer su-', and tia
balsteriug up of uusouuîd canîcers. Credit is s0
easil>' obtaiuîed, tliet it lias beau au easy matter
for alrnînt auîy amie ta rush juta busjiness, re-
gardlees of ureaus anti qualifications. IVe tdo
not nequire ta go fer froîn honue ta finul mat y
exasuples of this nature. TIse restit is tI.itt
aitagetlier too maiiy stores have been establisi
cd ail as-ar the counîtry. Tratla bas tintes been
cuit nii antI rendeiecu uinprofltabie for tliose suho
ssere in a position ta carry on business succe,,s-
fully. Failsires are meade more frequient, andl
sametimes a situaetioni of generai denioralizatioii
bas bu-en reacheul. Ait Cutire braîuch of whole.
sala traula ca ' iled u>y oua board 4f directors8,
as in tlîe cuise of tie prusposcul grocery combsina-
tien, ssouid sooti have th> affect of changing ail
this. Risky or tioubtful ac'200unts wuoull not ba
tatken, for if the board t.otrolled f.ie antira

tradc, therc woulîl bc nothing to bc gaitied by wlîilu liere tbue bu.- el id 34 poiu(s. The oats
takin., such accoutt. Uîidcr 3uîch conditionis, importcsl into Manîitoba lhav-a beaui îuostly of tie
to sîîpply tlPtibttttl parties, woul.l siîiiply best quaî.ity and l hase sonntifiis Cost a littie
ainotlut ta takisig buîsiness fromn a soli 1 r-taller lilglir thI3i ilicia quotations. WVith frcuglit
ta assist a risky one. Under the prcent t4ys. ati duty aqtdedt, these eaut est about 40 te 4le
remi of keen conpetitioîî, wlîolesalers saine- delivarcd et WVinnipeg, inl car lots, andc tii iq
tintes take s-cry great risks iii order ta eurc about Uic ligutre wlîicli lias ruled for sane m
liiness. Under the cambination system the pît. Dcalers wlîo import tha oats, soul th'*iîî
board of mnag,eent noîîld alrtady 111.50 the lierc ii snilhler qîîatititie% thari car lots at 45e
business. an.i i iiky accotints nvouilî bc foolisli per huilhel. lVmtl thi- duit 1 reînovd o its coului
investncmis, witlîutt îîny prospective gaini front Wa hndledl lierc juîst 10 cents per buelîi
tlîem. cliaper. lit Minnieapolis Ic a qiotedl at $10

If the cornbinatiosî systeun is mae ta wnrk in to SI ! por toit as ta quality. lit t!ia Winnipeg
tha %%hlolesale grocery trade, it w ill uic doubt bua i ke gn fced is wortlî thirq seasori frnt $12àî

tried in otlier branches, anul WC ay oventnuay ta46prton.wholesle quîutatins. In viw

getlier lin tic bands of ae kw coinbiiiatinns. As dutînd for importeul oats for sead, asj wall as
alreauly ijtated, lîowas'cr, thni difficuilties in the the prescrit ncessitips of coarse grain and
way of such comlîiiations would seeici ta ha grouund stuff for fecding ptirposes, the question
such as ta rentier tho plait alînost impîrîuctival. of tisa rarnovai of tia duties froni the-sa coin-
At lcet many v% iii nlot boliave it possibile util mîodities shouilî bc caraftilly considered. If
it is put succcssfully iu operation. tha Governin- -iàt coîîld decida iii favor of et

laaat a temporary suspension of the duîty, it
~BOLUHl THE DU'IY. %voubi be s-ery acceptable ta western larmer3,

in soveral setions of MNanitoba meetings liav-e and hel> ta soine extent ta lightan tlîa burden
beau heid ta discuss tha question of dnty n resulting fromn pnor crops lest year.
feed and grain. Wh'at id specially interestiuîg The duîty on corn irnported into this country
about these meetings is, that it lit tha farmers is 7à cents par busal. Canadla le nlot a corn
%,,bo arc askiuîg for re feed and freaced graini. gé-otving couîntry, except iu a simili section of
lit saîca instances resoluitions hava becu pessed western Ontaio, wlîera considarabia corn is
requîestiiîg tia Goveriuîîienit ta ramas-e the duty growui. Tite iuity ou this conmnoditv couii L.e
et least temporarily c'] tliese camnntities. At rea(lIy dispciîseui with eutirely, ta the general
a ineeting hieu 1 iast mouth et Souristord, Souîth- ads-antaga of ail conceruîed. Cornî is, largely
wvesternî Manitoba, the necessity of tic faruier3 useul as a fced grain, anîs forms a considerable
wsas presented. Resoluitious ss-re adoi-ted, proporti,)n of tia grotind feaul et predcnt being
askiug for the renînvai of the a ty on fecd andi uîsed in2Nanitoba. Imports of corn ino Canada
bccu grains fore few moîîtls. Other muniipal. dli, iug 1889 reeclîtdl the large amotint of about
ities wcra also urged t., take actioni ta the sanie 10.600,000 buislels, a portion of ssliclî rnay base
eliîi, witli tie hope of gaiiiing tlîe desircul been exported again. This tex on coarn (lacs not
resutît. beîîafit Catiaulian fa% merd, but rather t'ia con.

Tite <Irouiglit of lust spring thraîîglout tha trary, for as a niatter of fa-ýt tha fuirmard then.
webt pra-eti spccialiy dlestruictive ta feed selves ara large conuirerd of tha imported
grains. WVlîiie slient; stand the droiight re- article, whiclî they use for feeding stock.
inarkably weli, and in sainie districts produced

a s-ar> fair crop iii spite of the s-ery ad-aîeiseaM :RAi
weatlîer condlitionis, coarsa, grains suera largely The annouincenient tiiet tha Local Gos-crn.
a faitire. Fesv fdtne ias ha mîore feeui grt.ins nment has ulecîuled ta purstia a vigarous itinii.
than thcy requira for their own use, andi a gratian pi)liey ivilt ba received with geni-al
grcst iis>'à areu short of their reujuireinits fur tatisfaction by aIl classes of tha comnîiîity.
fet-dîtg. lu the spring there is certain ta ha a Premier U;reunwtty strîîck the key note wlien
lu ge dernajîs for oats, au! ta saine extent for lie remarkcd eit tha commercial tras-ellers'
bar!ey, for seed. 'Thle c.t-i growîî last year <inier recenti>', tlîat what Manitoba required
ara poor quîality, and es-eu svhre farmîers bave wes people. WVith tia qualifiucationî tliit the
a suîpîly, tliey ssouldlijrefer ta puirhase sanie- people are tlîo riglît claas, the stateouit exactly
tbunig better for aeed. There are aiseo a gootl cavera tha situatios lera. % a lia-e lieraes-ery.
uîeay new tettlers v,~ ho will ba cominencing for thing ucce&qary ta make a great uammuîîity,
tlîa first tile next spring ta cuitis-ate thie laud, anti what we waut ta complete, thia work is
and tliey will svant sc-cd grain. It doas, thera- people.
fore, te(n like a hardship thiat faruîérs slîould Iu a comparative sente, Manitoba has irade
ba coml,.-lled ta pay a licavy> uty ail 8eed lraiui. gaod progresa dur ing the lI"t decaile. Tite
Those whou are short ut coarse, grain fat feed growtli of population and des-clopinprnt of the
are aise conîpailed ta pay higher prices on ac- counltry bas es-en been rapid, andl eticli as ta
caunt of tha ducy. suîrprise those famniliar ouly with the slow

Tite uluty on catît is 10 cents per bushel and progresa of thaeast. Duiring the lest few years
ou graunu fced thera is a duty of 20 per cent. railways bave beau axtended aIl tlîrough the
This dîîty lias this season had the affect of province, tlîriviug 3ettleinns have brn fornied
advancing the price of these articles ta an in pres-iousaly uuinhabited districts, t-wns and
axtent eqiiel ta the customs tex npna thaîn. villages have gross- up ail os-er the couintry,
Notwitbtaiîding tha duîty, zousicler-ahle th> ares. unilercultis-atioi ha% lirgaly ilicreise-î,
imiportations of oats and fced hava been mnade aisd iliese has beau a rapi-l chaug. gaîîîg 0ii in
from tha Unîited Statas At 'Minneapolis, tl,.e la'îd, wilîi is wouduerfui ta 11103e, Who Ma

look onck a fewv years, aîîd copare the cou-.
Minînesota, oats ara qooted et frorn IO ta 22 try nc-7 with what it was when they tirst
cents per buishal, of 32 poundý-. ý.s ta quaiity, ai-ris-ad in the Prairie Province.


