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-An Tonocent Drummer.

Ho bade:his wife a tearfuil good-bye.

“My love, my only one. The time will soon
be here when I shall be in a position te snap
my fingers: at’ fate and vt up as my own boss,
Then we:shdll have no mwove of these crel
partings.”

% And you 'will be true to mo¥”

“As I alivays am,” he responded.

“You did not forget to put that photo-you
Lad especially taken for me inmy ‘gripsack,’
did you?”

©0l, dear no ! Are you sure you will look at
it sometinne, Jove?”

“You wicked doubter; you know I'should
be wretched without at least such a precious
resemblance of my pet to look at daily, nightly.”

Draw ‘the* veil of charity over his grief and
the- treachery of one in whom he had such ua-
hounded confidence.

In brief, she, his only love, his pet, his wife,
had secrétly planned to make him **wretched.”
She hiad taken- that photograph from his grip-
sack, aud was gloating over his misery when he
should discover that only memory remained to
him, for the time being, of his darling’s looks.

“The dear fellow, how he will scold e for
the éric};,” she thought ; “but 1 will send him
tiie photo in the very first letter.” Thus ap-
peasing. her conscience, she waited for his
letter. ) :

It came from Chicago.

“My heart’s -delight,” it began. “‘Got here
0. K. this A, M. Have been wrestling with
the trade all day, and & tough time Ive bhad of
it! Weary and fagged I have retired to my
room, shut out the gilded atmosphere of sin
that -envelopes this terrible city,.and taken
from my satchiel your sweet picture. Tt is be-
fore meas I writn. 1 shall-kiss it when Lhave
said my evening prayers. It will rest under my
pillow. It is my one solace until I hold you,
my ‘sweet. wife, in these faithful anns again.”

Thus far had she read, then she toppled over
on the floor,

What comfort she found there it is bard to
say ; but a great detcrmination rose within the
stricken wife, who wert out an hour later and
sought a telegraph office.

Her ‘husband had been saying his prayers
abroad- that cvening, and- when ho got to his
hotel’ about midnight his spiritnal cinotions re-
ceived a rude shock by o telegramn from his
“only.love.” It was elaborate tor i dispatch ;
bt wnder the circumstances one conld not ex-
pect an-outraged wife to transmit her feeling
by the slow mail.  A'he dispatch said :

*‘You are.no Jonger.the only drummer who is
not & liar, as:you have shways claimed. Lev
the fraternity mako you:their chicfin the art!
Had' you - taken the pains to look for the photo
you say your prayers to youn would have dis.
covered that I had--to tease you—removed it.
Ay faith in you is dead, dead ¥

The husband clutched his hair.

“What the devil did I write to her, anyway?”
he muttered.

“By Jove!l must have -been piling on the
taffy: That's whdt o mau gets for trying to
make ‘n woman feel good! Poor little dear
what a fume she must bein! Lucky for me
shie gave' -her egrievnnce awany.  “What geese

women are! Bless her little noddle, her faith
shall be resurrected.”

After o while his face cledred:

Forthwith le telegraphéd to o knowing
friend .

“Send me, first mail, photo of my wife. Beg,
borrow, steal it somchow. Mum's the word.
Will wite particinlars,

About o week luter w drmuner, in dighified
martyrdom stood face to face with a stern but
very wopt-out wife.

She expected to sce him meck and humble,
but he gazed upon her with scorn, and then
passed on to his,room in crushing silence,

She was nwazed. With quick “impulse she
followed, thanking Heaven he had not locked
her out.

“Well,” she began, with wavering courage,

. ‘what have you to say for yourself

Coldly, crucly he looked at her.

‘I 2" he queried.

‘Woman, if it were not for the overmastering
love I bear for you, I should never, never look

‘upon you more.”

His' face convulsed with tragic suffering that
was balm heart to her to witness, but she only
sneered,

“Can you explain the deception you tried to
practice upon me?” .

“Can you obliterate the insult put upon your

husband in that unwomanly dispatch? A wo-
P man with so- little confidence: in her husband

woukl better live alone. For my part, ITam
not only disgusted but disenchanted.”

He turned sorrowfully away and bowed his
face in his hands. She upproached him and
laid the letter which had’ caused her grief,
right under his eycs.

“Read that. Knowing you had no pictureof
mine, what was I to think?”

“What any intelligent, right minded wife
would have thought; you wonld have said to
yourself: ‘He is incapableof deceit ; he has my
picture, somchow.’ -

But you did not have it.

He looked at her with sad, resigned sorrow.
His lips quivered as he mu_mim:cd : “0h, wo:
man? without an atom of faith!” Thcn he put

his hand in his pocket and produced her photo- -

graph.

+tOh' Darling! Forgiveine! You had my
picture ! This old thing taken long before we
were engaged ! Why, Ididn’t know you ever
had one of these?”

The restored confidence made her pretty bluc
eyes swim in tearful joy. She put her arms
around him, asking his pardon, caressing ever
his coat collat. :

“My dear, said he, looking irito her faco with -

grave but loving reproach, “let this be a warn-

ing. Nover doubt me again, no matter what

appearances may be. X can.always look you

squarcly in the eyes and say, I am innocent.™
And she belicved him.—Ex.

Saraastic O1p Tisg.—Husband—I  have.

betn making my will, ‘my dear, leaving.yon
everything, with-ah-full power to re-marry—
Wife—Oh, darling, never *
Husband—Yes, love 3 and. (with a sardonic
chuckle) in that caso I shall feol assured there
will be at least one who will .daily deplore my.

-death.

Hard- Times..

It is seldomn that o time cories that there aré
not many who say, these are hard times. The
cry has been heard frequently and long and
loud the past two or three years ; but ara the
times hard, or have they -been so? ‘“Hard

- times,” like most other expressions, is arelative
term. They may be hard as compared toa
time when they were bettér ; they may bo very
good when compared with others that were

yworse. It is worth the while of the croakers

"to compare things of the present sometimes,
with those of a less prosperous period of the
past. Let us take for instance, a period about

_the close of the cighteenth century. Professor
Thombson of Harvard, in discussing the sub-

,ject of wages, mentions some interesting facts
on the subject. .He said, that in 1793 the
Schuykill ‘and Susquehanna Canal Co., adver-

*tised for workingmen, offering §5 a month for

“the winter months and $6 a month for summer
months with board and.ledging. Tu 1794,'in a
debate-in the. lower holise of Congress, it-was:
brought out that soldiers received the énormous
sum of ‘§3 a'month. 121797, a Rhode Island,
farmer paid @ good farm hand $3 o month; by
the year, and those who put in the cight bisy
months got 35 a mouth, Women hired out as
help for the princely sum of twenty-five cents
a month and board, Even as Ilate as1829,

, there was little improvement in wages.  People
who labor cught. certainly to get fair wages;
all, .indeed, that the business will justify. pay-
ing them, but it.will save some unreasonable-
ness, perhaps, if -they  would -alkreflect wpon
the extrémely low wages that <vere paid uni-
versally, not such a’long’time ago, It may be
said” without 4 particle of lesitation,~that -
Iaborers in the United:States getibetter wages
to-day, than auny ever got in the whole world

- before, —Leather Gazette.

An-Illegal Tax. SRS

A wholesale firm in Cinciniati,-have pushed
to n .successful termination: in .the . Courts of
Louisville, Ky., a case:which is of general in
terest to the merchauts of the country. They
brought a suit to recover money paid by them
_to the Gity of, Louisville as .license for their
‘traveling men who visited Louisville for:the
purpose of selling goods. 'The disctimination.
against non residents was so flagrant thatthe-
firm concluded to test the matter in the higher
courts. The -amount -of. thé license demanded
was 8100 in the casc of cach salesman. The
result gained in the Court of Appeals isas
follows: Qpinion of the Court by Chicf Justice
Pryor, reversing : : .-

1. An ordinances of City of Lousville which
provided that any person - who-conducts his
princigal place of business rwithout the city,
and shall offer to scll goods by.sanple ivithin
the city, shall be réquired. to- obtainnntusl
license therefor, and: shall be required to.pay
for such iicenso a sum not required to be paid-
by persons having their priucipal place of busi.
ness within the city discriminates against the
rgsxdcnts of sther States, and is, therefor, in
violation® 'of ‘the Federal- Constitution. . The.
fact that the ordinanco.” discrimindtes agninst
residents of this State outside of the city as
well as against. residents of other States does
not add to its validity. S

2: pnc who, under a mistaken view as to the
validity of the ordirance, has paid to = city o
sum- of nioney required by the ordinance‘to bo
-paid: for alicense.to Qo business; is entitled to
gfcpo;'.c;- ‘the ‘oney “back, the ondinanico Yding
invalid.




