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through the husiness of her smaller trades
with a prosperous and numerous suburban
population.

DISCRININATING FREIGHT RATES.

At a meeting of the wholesaly mer-
chants of Winnipeg, recently held, tha
question of freight rates on imported
goods was fully discussed. What tran-
spired at tuat meeting we have no exact
information, except that the mnain point
at issue was tho diseriminating rates
given Ly the Canadian Pacific Railway
to shippers in the east for points wes? of
Winnipeg. This hardship has been borne
by our city wholesale men for a long
period ; but the situation has become
latterly so grave, that they canuot longer
tolerate o freight rate so advantageous to
eastern houses and so ndverso to thew-
selves. The diserimination against Win.
nipeg and in favor of castern cities is so
great as to exceed the wholesale profits
on such goods as sugars, provisious, heavy
hardware, ete., taking the difference of
freight from points east to Regina, and
that of the rates from the east to Winni-
peg, addmg local freight to that point.
It cau casily be seen that there is a limit
to the patience of our merchauts, when
suffering from sveh a drawback. We
undurstand that the wholesale men have
presented an ultimatum to the Canadian
Pacific Ruilway, and in case of no redress,
the signatories to the paper have bound
themselves not to bring a pound of freizht
over this road during the coming suminer.
This decision is not the result of a fit of
unreasoning stubbornness ; it is the out-
come of careful consideration of their own
interests, and it is backed by an ofter
from roads to the south, such as the
Canndian Pacific Railway hkas not yet
given. Itis to be regretted that such a
course should be necessary ; and it is all
the more to be deplored, seeing the de-
mands imply nothing more than the con-
cessions promised Ly Mr, Van Horne in
the spring of 1883.

With Winnipeg wholesale merchants
the fight means a fight for existence, and
itwill in consequence be all the more
determined. Tt does seem strange, that
a road which should see its duty in build-
ingup a large wholesale business in the
province, should prefer to ignore #fe
claims "of the leading wiolesale certre,
and by its rates positively encourage

- eastern houses without a stake in the

country to cut the throats of tlose estab-

lished here. It seems, however, to be the !

policy of the Canadian Pacific Railway,
siuce the opening of their through route
from the east to the northwest, to throw
all the trade advantages possible in the
way of castern houses, to the detriment
of Winunipeg.

Under such eircumstances, a combined
effort of our resident wholesale men be-
comes necessary ; and we are glad to see
such a combination formed, Our mer-
chants will have the sympathy of every
one who has the prosperity of W ianipeg
at huart ; and to those our wholesale men
mey confidently look for assistance in
their effort to free themselves and the
trade of the city from the thraldom of
the eust,

In commerce,in railways,in polities,and
in everything else, it grows daily clearer
that influences are at work to keep us
bound hand and foot, for the furtherance
of enstern interests. Every attempt to
assert our independence, or our right to
be heard on any question, must be stitled.
Manitoba is slowly waking up to this
state of matters, but_she need not dream
of finding the lattle for her rights an
easy one. The fight will be a hard ene.
Bvery inch of ground will have to be
contested, aud if we hope 1o win, it will
only be by using every available legiti-
mate weapon wiith the utmost skill and
combined determination.

POLITICAL POINTERS.

By the elevation of Mr. Killsm, Q.C.,
M.P.P.,, to the benceh, the seat for south
Winnipeg becomes vacant. Already the
uir is filled with mutterings of the coming
contest, The Grits, determined to hold
the scat, have secured the grittiest of Grits
as their henchman, and in Mr Luxton
they have a man whose personal character
and clearly defined political creed will
make him a hard opponent for the Tory
candidate who would hope to win over
south Winnipeg to the party in power.
The recent split in Conservatve ranks
does not indicate unanimity of that
party There is nothing to be said
against Mr. Howell the nominee of the
¢« Qld Guard ” or against Mayor Hamilton,
the champion of the junior Conservatives,
both are firstrate men  So far, all three
aspirants would wmake lcgislators far
above the average, but on this we do not
dilate. We wish to look for a moral in
the Torysplit. The bréak in their rank:,
is a break by young bloods. This element

does not mean to be louger tied to the
apron strings of its grandmother. Young
Tory Manitoba to-day shews that the old
party feeling, and the old party principles
of older and lesser Canada cannot control
the actions of those who arc breathing the
free air of the western province. They
may not want to show it, but they cannot
help showing it. Their action simply
points to what the future run of politics
in the Northwest will be—politics dis-
tinctly western and progressive, none the
less loyal to the claims of British birth-
right, but refusing to be trammelled and
governed by the fogeyism that centres at
Otlawa,

We would be glad to see a similar split
in the Grit camp. That would we venture
to think, be also a blessing; it would
more clearly <how how the tide was set-
ting in. That will in due time come. The
Grit party as represented by young Mani-
toba, will also refuse to be governed by
castern dictates. A political life, com-
mensurate with the breadch and possi-
bilities of our western heritage will be the
outcome. Old Grit and Lory lines will
be overleaped, and the fossilized ideas of
eastern provinces will ere long be laid on
the shelf of the Old Curiosity shop at
Ottawa,

The retirement of Mr. Howell, and
rally of Conservatism around Mr. Hamil-
ton, does not indicate that unanimity has
Leen reached. Sulkily the Old Guard
retire from the standpoint, as might be
expected of a party forced out of power.
But Mr. Hamiltou’s nominatiou clearly
indicates thas the young blood of Con-
servatism is in the ascendancy, and in the
future must and will rule the party. The

indication is a lopeful one: for our pro-
vince is safe in the hands of either young
Tory or young Grit, when it is by no
means so under the control of those
whose political opinions were formed a
score of years ago, and probably a thou-
saud miles from where they now reside,
With young blood in power in hoth of
our political parties, we may expect to
see elections squarely fought upon politi-
principles, or merits of candidates, and "o
saved in future from haviug elections
turned into opportunities for fossilizedl
politicians of both parties to. fight out
their personal quarrels of fifteen oz
twenty years’ standing,



