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THE GRAIN BLOCKADE.
The Winnipeg board of trade has
discussed the situation in connection

wih the graln blockade at consider-
able length. It required the holding
two protracted  meetings of the
I 10 dispose of the matter and at

of these meetings the dlscus-
slon was of a very animated nature
It 14 quite proper that the ®board
should have taken up this matter.
The members of the board are In
touch with the business situation all
over ¢he country, and they. In com
mon with many other business men,
have frequently come under the direct
Influence of the situation produced by
the blorkade, At the same time, it is
touhiful If anything the board could
say or do would bring the condiions
+ reibly before the officials of
nadan Pacific Rallway than it
ready been brought. These of-
ve had to struggle with these
mditions themselves, and they are
it as well Informed as  Is pos-
sihle to be as to the actual situation.
This. however, Is not to be taken as
an argument unfavorable to the ac-
tior. of the board. The board was well
within its fleld in ¢aking up the mat-
ter, and though ¢he actlon of the
4 may not result in bringing the
sltuation any more forcibly before the
western officfals of the Canadlan Pa-
‘fic Mallway ¢han #t had previously
been brought, 1t will perhaps assist
those officials in Impressing the great
needs of the West upon the eastern
management of the company.
The resolution passed by the hoard,
4% wlven dn The Commercial last
week. 18 a lengthy  one.  Without
twelling on the seven  paragraphs
Which constitute the preamble, the
resolution hriefly calls upon the rafl-
ay company to do four things. First,
the company 18 asked to move all the
#riin possthle by the all-rall route to
e seaboard between now and  the
opening of navigation, at a rate not
10 vxceed the lake and rall rate, The
mpany s no doubt doing all that
It cin, avallable rolling stock being
lered, ¢o move grain all radl
A, but this all is so small as
not o materfally relieve the situation
her
The company 18 next asked to pro
VA against a recurrence of a siml-
lar situation In the future, first, by
doulle-tracking thelr line from Win-
nipez to Lake Superior, during the
present year; secondly, by Increasing
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the elevator capacity at Lake Superi-
Or; and thirdly, by providing suffiol-
ent rolling stock on t1sr  lnes
Wwest of Lake Superior tv .nove out
the bulk of the crop before the close
of navigation. The preamble dwells
upon the rapid growth in population,
and the great expansion of the crop
area expected dn the near future, as
showing the necessity for making the
desired provisions for moving the
crop.

The resolution of the board s In
teresting as showing the develop-
ment of the west. Less than twenty
years ago the first rallway was open-
ed through to Lake Bupeninr. A sec-
ond rallway has just beer. completed
through to the lake, and yet the
board is of the opinion that the first
road should be double tracked. That
this will be necessary In the Immeai-
ate future s generally  admitted
Twenty years ago the rallways were
Just beginning to reach out Into the
great pralrie country west of the Red
river. Now the rallway mileage of
the country is estimated by the thous
ands of miles.

But to return to the meeting of the
Wininpeg board of trade, the discus-
slon, we have sald, was of an animat-
ed nature. Rather too much so, at
times, to be dignified. The first reso-
lution Introduced w not recelved
with favor by the board. It was In-
troduced by gentiemen who hold ad-
vanced views upon economic ques-
tions, such as government ownership
of rallways, for instance, and Ppossibly
Indlcated their views to some extent
upon the rallway question in general,
At the same time, The Commercial
cannot admit that these gentlemen
were actuated by anything but hon-
orable motives In Introducing  this
resolution. We do not belleve they
had any ulterior motives in view, ana
it Is a matter for regret that the
charge was made that they were In-
fluenced by partizan purposes. Poll-
ticlans are always viewing their op
ponents through the evi eye of par-
tizan crookedness. Business s not
done on this bas| , but on a basis of
confidence In the honesty of others,

business men to be deliberate, careful
and dignified In their duscussions,

THE TERRITORIAL CROP.

A preliminary offclal estimate of
the cereal crop of 1891 in the Terri-
torles, places the vield of wheat at
12,676,000 bushels, compared with 4,-
000,000 bushels last year. The oat
erop Is placed at 11,113,000 bushels,
compared with 4,226,000 bushels last
year. Barley Is estimated 1o &lve
736,000 bushels, compared with 833,-
000 last year. A statement as to area
and average yields, ete., wil be tound
in another column. The eno:mous In-
crease in production of the cereals la
the most striking feature of the re-
port. This Is partly due to the com-
parison being between a poor erop
year and a large crop. The crop of
1000 was below the average, and the
crop of 1001 above the average. A
large Increase In the area, however,
Is also apparent. At the rate that
settlement has been golng on in the
Territories during the past year, it Is
evident that the grain production In

these districts will soon approximate
that of Manitoba. There will cer-
talnly be an enormous increase In the
land prepared for crop this year, par-
ticularly In northern Alberta, though
in all parts of the country the popu
lation s being rapldly sugmented by
new settlers.

For commercial purposes, the crop
of Manitoba and the Territories {s
reckoned as one. The official esti-
mate of the Manitoba wheat crop Is
50,500,000 bushels. Adding the Ter-
ritorlal wheat crop, we have a total
of 63,178,000 bushels, of which, say
roughly, 50,000,000 bushels will be
avaliable for export. Over half of the
exportable surplus Is still In the coun-
try, elther In store In elevators or still
held by farmers.

‘The yleld per acre Is practically the
#ame in Manitoba and the Territorfes,
being very close to 25 bushels per
acre of wheat In each case.

LAKE NAVIGATION.

The present situation throughout
the prairie region should call attention
to the possidility of keeping naviga-
tlon on the lakes open later than has
been customary In the past. This
winter at any rate navigation might
have been kept open much later than
it was, without any trouble what
ever. Steamers ceased running when
Insurance for the season expired, on
December 6. According to reports
from lake ports, the boats might have
kept on running up to the present
time. It would certalnly have been
a great relief to the congested grain
districts  {f  navigation had heen
kept open a  while longer there
by preventing the grain hlockade
from taking effect 80 early In
the eason.

WESTERN RNIINDARY QUES.
TION,

A short time ago Premier Roblin. of
Manitoba, addressed. by invitation. a
meeting at Tndian Head, Assa., on the
auestion of the extension of the
houndarles of Manitoba westward to
take In a portlon of Assinibola. Tt 1=
reparted that public meetings to dis
cuss this matter. will be held in other
Darts of the territory interested, Puh-
He Alscussion of the question will cer
tainly not Ao any harm. The penple
of the territory pronneed to be added
to Manitoba. should dlscuss the mat
ter thoroughly. This 1s a question
in which sentiment 1 eed not play any
part.  The people are the same on
elther slde of the provineial boundary,
and nothing will be gained nor lost
from a natlonal point of view hy a
shifting of the provinclal houndary
Ime. We belleve it wonld e hetter
for hoth Manitoba and the territories
If the great prairie reglon were form-
ed Into say two provinees, of ahout
equal extent. At the same time It
wonld be unwise to seek to extend the
houndarfes of Manitoba westward
aeninst the wishes of the peanie
While Manitobane generally are fav-
orable to the proposed extension. the
universal feeling In the provinee fs
that 1t shonid he done only with the
consent of the peaple resident In the
territorv pronosed to be added. There
I8 no dlsposition here to foree the
matter, but rather to let the peo
ple of eastern Assinibola decide it for
themeelves,

This 18 a question which certalnly
should have been considered entirely
free from party feeling. Tt fs therefore
a matter for regret that the 11-advised
action of the leading provinelal op-
position journal In Winnipeg should
have given the matter a partizan as-
pect here. The comments and car
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toons of the Free Press upon this
Question, to put it mildly, must be
considered as In exceedingly bad taste.
It Is said that there ds honor
among thieves, Lt this cannot be said
of party politics, or at least of a sec-
tion of the party press.
—_—

GAME LAW AMENDMENT
NEEDED.

Dealers in game in Manitoba have
a somewhat similar grievance to that
of the furriers and handlers of raw
furs.  According to the provinelal
game act, the close season for wild
Aducks begins on January 1 and lasts
until Sept. 1. During this close sea-
#on dealers are not allowed to sell
ducks. There seems to be no sense
in prohibiting the sale of ducks dur-
Ing the winter, after January 1, so
long as they were not killed during
the close season. As a matter of fact,
no ducks are killed during the winder
In Manitoba. Dealers sometimes have
frozen ducks kept In cold storage.
from stocks purchased during the
open senson in the fall, and it seems
unreasonable that they should be
prevented from selling these ducks
after Jan. 1 The dealers would be
favorable to extending ¢he close sea-
®on In the early part of the fall, say
two weeks. and have duck shooting
start on September 15, instead of
September 1. The birds shot at the
beginning of the season are often in
poor condition. They very reason-
ably. howsver, object to the provision
of the act which prevents them from
selling any ducks they may have on
hand on and after the 1st of January.

THE LIQUOR ACT.

The most fmportant event of the
week In Winnipeg was the convention
af prohibitionists, under the aveplces
of the Manitoba branch of the Domin-
fon Alllance. The convention decided
strongly against the propoenl to refer
the Llquor Act to a vote of the peaple
A large Aelegation Interviewed the
government and urged that the law
should be enforced when the present
leense term expires. TLater Premier
Roblin addressed a note to the secre-
tary of the convention, declaring that
the government would adhere to the
decision that a vote of the people
fhould be taken. On recelving this
answer from the government. the con-
ventlon declded to abstain from tak-
fng any part In the referendum The
temperance people  evidently regara
the proposal to submit the law to a
vote of the people as a ehirking of
responsibility on the part of the gov-
ernment. Thelr decision to abstain
from voting on the referendum evi-
dently means that they will reserve
thelr actlon to secure the defeat of
the government,

—_—

‘The Farm Tmplement News. of Chi-
Ao, turned fits lssue of Januarg 0
into a special annual review of the
Implement trade. The number was
Tenlete with fmplement news matter
and advertisements, and was very
elaborately printed.

A restaurant kesvsr In London,
Eng. had to pay £5 to a_ customer
whose teeth were Infured by a but-
ton which had found its wav Into a
beefsteak ple. The fudee sald it was
the duty of a restaurant proprietor to
see that “the food supplied contalned
no hidden dangers.”

The past year's results have shown
that the Macdonald manual training
schools are to be a great success in

N ‘The attendance at the
schools has been so large and the
pressure for extension of the work
'80 strong that many Canadian towns
will establish schools at their own
expense as soon qualified teachers
can be obtained.
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