TIHE CRITIC.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Subsoribers remitting Monoy, either direct to the Office, or
through Agents, will find recoipt in noxt paper.

The commission appointed by the DProvincial Governmoent to make
enquirics as to tho trestmont of tho poor folk in Dighy County has only
sorved to convinco thoso opposed to°tho system of furming out tho paupers,
that whatavor may bo said rospecting tho question no poreon can beliove
that in farming out tho poor the comfort nm\ well-being of tho unfortunates
fs mado tho first cousideration,

According to the Provincinal Librarian's Report, Mr. Akins has dowered
the Historical Socioty with the two,1f not the three, oldest books in the
library.  Theso are De Ogigine Urbis Venetiarum, by Beroardo J uatiniani,
s beautifully prioted volume published in Vonico tn 1492, of which the
value is doubtless cubiaticed by tho recorded fact that it had successively
batonged to two noted biblivphilists; Libertas Germaniw, a brochure pub-
lished at Strasburg in 1319, to combat the protentivns of Franais I to thoe
Imperial throno of Germany ; and an claborately illuminated missal, dato
unknown, but thought to belong to the 16th or tho tirst half of the 16th
century. Tho handsomo gift of Vico-Admiral Sir J. E. Commneroll to the
Legislativo Library was noticed in Tur Cmitic lnst summor. A voto of
thanks to tho gallant donor was unanimously adopted by the Legislative

Council last weck.

In a Chinese Sunday School, in Now York, each pupil is provided with
ateacher. In the ovent of one of the tenchers being absent, tho young
Chineso is obliged to romnin without instruction, as ea h pupil looks upon

" his or their teacher as their property, and is jealous of any ono who attompts

to share in tho lesson being taught.

. In an encounter between the British (roops stationed at Suakim and tho
robels, 30 of tho latter lost their lives, It is probablo that tho strength of
the British army of occupation will gradually be reduced.

The Dominion Government is evidently determined not to permit Ame-
- rican fishermen to uso ourinshoro fishing grounds with impunity. Tho New
Englard fishermon have belittled the privileges enjoyed by thew under the
Washington Treaty, Probably they will learn to appreciato thoin whendriven
" off by tho cutters which Cuptain Scott ia now having fitteq for tho service.

Tho R. A.and R, E. Amateur Dromutic Club will appear on the boards
at the Academy, on Monday and Tuesduy ovenings next. The reputation of
tho Club is such as to insuro large audtonces.

Tho Presbyterian Witness of last week confains an article on the Salva.
tion Army meeting, hold about a fortnight ago in the Academy of Music.
After stating what took place, the editor concludes 1~

“ Whilo this is n faithful report of one mecling 1 aitended, other meet-
mga must have been widely difforent, for 1 have heard men of oxcellent
judgment speak commonding!y of them. Lot what I have reported go for
what it is worth. If I were 10 judgo of the Army by that ono long meeting,
I would bo constrained to sponk very unfavorably of it as an evangelizing
body. A Fire Brigade's sleigh ride, or a Voluuteer Parede, has as much
teligion fu it a8 the greater part of the porforwnance on Monday night. Stil,
I fondly hope that this wasan exceptional and rure porformance. IEspecially

B do I hope that the services on the Lord's Doy are free from the folly so

obtrusively manifest on Monday. Otherwise, may God in his mercy save
our land from such evavgelism.”

Wo fondly hope that the editor of the Witness will in future refrain
from harshly cenauring an organization of which he acknowledges ho knows
but little. Had the editor been imbued with the spirit of fair play, ho
would have attended more than one meeting, so that he might be in a posi-
tion to judge whether tho “commendation” of his friends proved thom to

be men of excellent judgment.

In our issuo of last week, a correspondent threw out a suggestion with
respect to the old City Hall, which, in tho ovent of Dalhousio College being
purchased by the City, should be borns in mind by those interested in the
Sailors' Home. The present city building could bo easily remodelled a5 a
tSl::mmu'n Home, aud in respect of site, thero could be none bottor found in

o city.

. The donations towards the Mansiou Houss fund, for the reliet of the

‘unemployed of London, have been most liberal, but according to those best
qualified to give an opinion, the genuino workmen are loath to accept the
charity offered.

The programmo of a complimentary concert given to Miss Emma
Thursby, in New York, has been got up in most artistic style. It may bo
seen at the warerooms of S. Sichel & Co. By tho way, this enterprising
firm should endeavor to agsin sccure tne services of Miss Thuisby. A
Halifax audience knows good singing when they hear it, and their recolloc-
tions of the concerta givon last summer, in which Miss Thuraby took auch a
p;omoglent part, would induce thom to go and hear her again, if opportunity
offered.

A wonderful raft of deals, weighing 8,000 tons, is now boing built six
miles below the Joggins, Cumberland. It will be towed to New York late
in the spring.

Henry W. C. Boak, L. L. B., Barristor-at-Law, Solicitor, Notary, etc., 103
Hollis Strect, Halifax. Morcantile Colloctions and Commercial Litigstion
8 specialty,

An xuthetic deoorator, in Now York, having boon called upon to furnish
the establishmont of a Fifth Avonue millionaire, astonished hia employer by
attaching one of his finest volvet pilo carpets to tho ceiling. Tho millionaire
was delighted with tho offuct, and the decotator has gono off to Washington
post-haato, to tako out a patont for his new und original idea, which ho claims
will rovolutionizo housshold decoration.

Seuator Aloxander has the bump of originality very largely developed’
Ho propones that Sir John A, MacDonald bo appointed Vicoroy of Ircland’
Wo foar that even tho chieftain, with all his suavity, would find it diflicult
{o sottlo tho Irish question aatisfactorily.

Iabouchere's motion, which waa aimed at tho horeditary peors, was lost
jn tho British o180 of Commons by tho nartow majority of thirty-aix. 1If
this voto may bo takon as an indication of tho feelings of tho people, it
sounds the death knell of hereditary peorage and tho abolition of the House
of Lords,

‘I'ho fortifications in and about Halifax are to bo greatly atrongthened,
and it is probablo that the Garrison will again bo inoreased to two regimonts.

Tho United States Congross is at a loss how to expend the surplus mil-
lions of tho Rapublic. Ono thing, howovsr, it has been decided to do, and
that is to expoud during the ensuiug cight yoars 877,000,000 in supple-
menting tho work of cducation, which is under tho control of the State
Logislatures.

Tho St. John Bosrd of ‘I'rade are ondeavoring to secure a subsidy from
the Dominion Government towards tho cstablishmont of a steamship sorvice
botweon St. John and tho ports on tho Busin of Minns. St. John business
wen have the teputation of being wide awako. They certainly have a keen
eyo to busineas with rospoect to the proposed sorvice.

The consumption of spirits in Canada averages ono gallon por head of
the population. ‘This is less than the consumption in 1872, but greater than
that during tho hard times of 1877-78.

Ono out of each thirty-six persous in Great Britain is a pauper, and yet
the value of tho real and porsonal property in tho United Kingdom oxceeds
£43,000,000. Somebody nust have more than their fuir share of woalth,

Eighteon-cighty-five will be long romembored by LEoglishmen as
remarkablo for its rain-fall. According to tho motorological reports no less
than 155 days wore put down as rainy.

With a half-billion dollars in tho Court of Chancery, and fifty thousand
oxpectant hoirs, the London lawyors must enjoy a continual feast. The heir
who eucceeded in proving hie right to proporty, after it has passed into
Chancery Courts, will indeed be fortunate, if he finds anything loft to him
aftor the lawyer's feos are paid.

‘I'he managers of the Parieian theatres and Concert halls are raising a
protest against tho oxtent to which the dead hoad system is carried. They
claim that the free list of Paris costs the managers 300,000 annually.

Young mon vrho have the right to vote and who have not yot aent in
applications to have their names placed upon the official votors lsts, should
do s0 at once, as thore i3 no time to bo lost.

Tho snowstorm on Tuesday evening last provented the customary proces-
s'on of the various Irish societius being carricd out. The turnout on the
evening of Wednesday was most creditable to thoss taking part init. The
memory of St. Patrick is always fresh in tho minds of the Sons of Jreland.

A compromise has been made botween the Toronto Stroet Railway Co.
and tho drivers who wore out on & stzike. The streot cars are agsin running
as usual.

It might have heen supposed that the phlegmatic Dutchmen would have
oscaped tho Socialistic fover now so prevalent in European cities, but late
roports show that thu Socialists havo gaiued a footing in Amatordam and are
threatening the authorities with revolution should they not at once provide
work for the unemployed.

The Steamship Oregon, built some threo years since, was run into off
Now York harbor by an unknown schooner, and sunk in the course of a
few hours, Tho passengers were taker off without loss of lifa, The
Oregon was one of the fleotest of the ocean groyhounds. Shs was built for
the Guion Line, and subsequently purchasod by the Cunard Co.

Rumors as to Gladstone's intentions with respect to Iroland are eaid to
bo with foundation. Some of tho members of his Cabinct are, it is under-
stood, dissatisfied with his Irish policy. The cost of expropristing Irish
land would not be less than $750,000,000.

Corroct anawors to the Diamond Puzzlo published last woek were
received from Miss Annie Saltor, 49 Hollis St., City ; Miss Ethel Dimock,
9 Curleton St. do; Mrs. J. S. Dimock, 84 Agricols St.do; R. A.and R.
E. Mess, do; E. M. ., 72 South Park St. do; W. Qwle Drown, 7 Dresden
Row, do ; J. A. Bonnott, 52 Rirmingham St., do; A. A. Buchanan, Busi-
ness College. do ; Douglas Clark, Cor. Cedar and Chestnut Sts. dv ; R. Ladd,
Tovelt House, do; G. H. Paton, 264 Gottingen St. do; Miss Julia Jones,
Windeor ; Miss J. E. Thompson, do ; T. R. Woodwurth, do; * Numskull,"
do; Miss Lucy H. Sherian, Port Mulgrave; Amos. B, North, Canning;
A.W.§, Hubbard's Cove; B. E. Logan, Acadis Mines; C. A. Snyder,
Mahovo Bay; E. Lardor, Bridgowator; A. D, Curlis, Dartmouth ; George
Creed, South Rawdon; R E, Fuller, Awhorst; Eugone Macdonald, Anti-
gonish ; “ Hoanosty,” Bridgetown ; 8. C. Alward, Butternut Ridge ; N. B.
aud V., B. Thorne, Hamlock Corner, N, B,




