
THE ORITIC.

Uncle Jarcd's, for l'm afraid, from, îhat 11111e 1 heard mother say of him
that be'a a hard man Io get along with, but I didn't knoiw where else t0

ilWcll, thcn, ilIs sctilcd. Corne in, it's getting sunny> out here,"l and,

rising, she went ioto the cool parlor, and sitting down at the piano tan her
fingers over tho white keys. IlShail 1 siog for you, or don't you care for
mIusic?"

IOh, yeg, Indeed, if you pîcase ?'I
Secing an oid favorite on the music-rack, she sang in a sweet voice to a

plaintive accompaniment:
Somne day l'il wander back ngain,

'17o whîerc thse aid tisa standq.
flestis thse ohi trsa dovn tha tante.

Afar lis atîser lands.

Itâ humble cet shlsni ohelter ina
Front avery car@ and tain.

Anal lifta lac hiwct ns Biwect cati bl'e
%V'iaen 1 ams laome agatin.

l'Il wantler liack, yet. lsack sîgain,
WhLere clildlsoods hoîme issay be,

leor assemory. lit sweet refraits,
Stitl singe li îiraisa te me.

Pausing, he saw Ray's hcad wvas bowed on hia band, as the Mcmnory Of
the home which wa8 bis no more came over him, and, cbiding herself fo'r
thoughtiesaiy briDging bis sorrow up afreil, struck into the Iiveiy air of
IlTwickenham Ferry," wvhose merry notes soon banished the sadocea from
bis eye. Alter a few more gay selcctions, the rose, andi, taking her bat,
said, as she passed ont the door:

IlCorne anid gel acquaîiited vrith jour ncwç home."
Puttirg on bis hat, Le fol:owed hier down tLe paîli through the primly.

kept garden 10 the fregrant oichard, where they succeeded ln finding apples
large, yellow and juacy, amd more to :Rayls lîking than those vitiîl which lie
Lad endeavored te satisfy bis appetite earlier in the day. From there ihey
passed ta the harn and outbuildîr.gs, Undle Jim's cspý.a_;z dom.iin, where
Ray was iotroduced 10 that worthy, who eycd him iîh cvident suspicion,
es sorne Ilpool white trash, who'd dun Suit in Miss Misbrl, shui. Oae more
inouf to find vittals fer," he muttered to Aunt Chloc, on bis retura 10 tLe
bouse, which she answcrcd with a vigorous, IlSho, now; guess he'il airn
lem ala cf you's pwine to boss him 'roua'.",

And so, Ray Ventnor finds a home, and as the days pass away, seems fo
be perfcctly content sud happy.

H1e spends the days Lelplog around the faim, and by Lis diligence andi
faitbfulnees vrins golden opinions (rom Uncle Jim, îvbo thinks bîm invalu-
able, and Aunt Chine declaresl ahe a couldo,t git along 'thout him, no way."

Dis evcnirsgs are ail spent in study, and su diligent is bce that Mmsbzl
83y8 he will suon be bteyond bier help, which praise ie music to bis heart,
comfng from ber. Her Il weil donec" is a greater incentive to him 10 excel
than anytbing else couli bie, and lie vould go to any trouble to win a sweet
smile (rom the one being on eaith whom ho regards as a guardian ange].

And so swiftly !ped away the happy days of Iliree Short years. Duriog
the monilis of winter and spring, Ray attends the village academy, whore
he wins the approbation of both teachers; andi scboolmates, and makes rapid
strides forwazd ini bis favorite studiea.

Mabel still retalas her position as teacher in the country tchooI near ber
home, ne their incorne 'i by no means colossal, though, since Ray bas added
his assistance andi suggtstions, it bas become vlsibly increaseti rallier than
diminisbed, as «Uncle Jin bad so perasuently ç,riplcsied on his early
coming.

To Mîabel, Ray seems to fill the place of a brother, and as such ilie
regards him.

One alternoon Mabel bad dismissed ber school earlier Shan usual, and
coming home an bout or so a ivance of the usuel lime, heard the sound
of ber piano as sube camne up the walk. " Who can, be hors ?'I she thought,
as she stopped ini the porch to listen a moment. The kcys were toucheti by
no unskilîful handi, andi a teller voice of peculiar ricliness sang the sweet
ballat of" IlKathleen Aroon."1

She listened, charmed, ta the cend, anti sîtepplog to the door, bebeld Riy,
Who, bearing bier step, looketi around, and scîng ber, rose quickly, wbile
the rich b1l-od coloreti bis check.

"lYou bad boy," sbe sai," Il to b here ail this Urne and flot let me
know you Lad such a delicious voice. Wby, Riy, your voice is suptrb. It
may make your fortune somne day. Wbere did yota ever lcarn to accompiny
IL ia that manner P"

lAIl my knowledge of inatrumental mnusic I owe te out olti organist in
the littie cburch, but it is not muchs, le said.

IlIt is a considerable, andi I shall expect you toi do your sbare o! mating
the music hecatter, sir. You ttîrow ail my poor ciforts quite ini the ahade."

His becart beat rapidly. The ivorda of praise werc soi sweet, coming (rom
ber, thit il was &Il lie coulti do ta retain himself (roma expres3icg the love
wbîch filicti bis wholc b:ing. Che 'wouid think it mece boyish admiration,
perliaps, but il, Lad in it tbeceleanents of endurance ivbich wonld keep itin-
tact through many long years o! the furure-years of sorrow for ba!h.

(To bq, coiiilaaued.)
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