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is the poor mani's (lay, the home day, the ziliïVORITY R ULE ÏN CONGREGA TIONS.
Churchi (ay, God's day. Its profanation wvill Tc theory is that Congregationalists are self-
bring retribution. In this cou ntry there are 1governed people. Thcy elect their own deacons,
ten(lencles and influences at work to bring managers, and ministers, and control their own affairs
about a similar resuiit, andl it behoves ail wblo gcnerally. The theory is a very fine one. It
love God and care for society te sec that they looks well on paper -a gooti deal better on paper
be checked. rio turn the Lor<1's 1)ay into a than it somnetinies does in practice. It is a good
day of toil is a blighitingt eurse to a counitr3 ' ; theory to inake speeches about and expound at
to turn it into a day of dissipation wotild be associations, inductions and other places where the
worse. Turning te the continent o? Euirope,, " truc bloc " miost dIo congregate. A nian w~ho cannot
-ve see that, whi le in this country the ti(le lias make sorne good points %%,len shio%,ing how ,beauitifully
been rather agrainst the strict observance of 1the clccting powcr vebted in the people is balanced
Sunday, the current there, seeins te be in the lias no capacity for mnaking points.
direction of Sutiday rest. In France a mnove- No doubt our systen of gov ernmnent lias worked
ment under the leadership of the Cotint de Jarl wel tla oedfes but what systelin is
Cissey xvas starteti aniong the Roman Catho- perfect ? The fact that it breaks dlon occasionally is

licssomeyear ag in faoro letrio argument against its general excellence. Examine
observance of Sunday. It received the cordial 'ts opertosi aycuireadfraln ei(
support of Pope Pius IX., and the present of tinie, antI it w~ill be fouind to have workcd as wvell as,
Pope lias given it bis earnest sanction. Iti if not better thian, any other systeni. This is the true

stl 1nkn rges n a eue h test for any systeni. One of its inost sertous defectsofil many faoçres, ssand a stoures on in practice isthat-in spite of the theory that niajorities
cloingshould'rule within certain limitations-minorities, as a

Sunday. Thle Social Deniocrats of Germany niatter of fact, do often rule congregations. Some con-
and France iiiake the demiand for SundaY gregations are ruled practically by onc family. Some
rest a part of their platforîn. In Sw'itzerland 'by one man, a few by one w~oinax. It wvould be going
and Italy there are motions iii Parliainient too far- to assert that in every such case the pra-1 .IcaI
and popular miovenients toward seauringr Sun- effect is bad, and only baci. Much depends on the
day as, a day of rest. And wbile even atie- character cf the controlling parties. Many a strug-
istie societies fiavour the cessaticn of labour on gling congregation lias been kept in existence by one
Sunday there is an increased desire in tbe 1fail,) or b)y one inan, and a few by one %voian. N%

churches for the establishment of a mlore if one or two persons have more zeal, more energy,
strictIy religious character of the day. While m iore wvorking power, more of the spirit cf self-sacrifice
in Great Britain and Ainerica the ' Puritan' than aIl the rest of the congregation, the fev will rule
Sundlay is denounced, there appears, in lands in spZoa.thoyocurhgvr1 et te

~vhee i ba ne prvaieda (esle fr smethings being nearlycequal, the man who does the inost
at least, of its adva-ntaLes." %vork, and inakes tie grcatest sacrifices, vi Il alwvays have

the inost influence arinongf Christian people. If any
We have privileges, biow iinany we kinow man in a congregation have more grrace, more working

net, until sorte trial or disalipointment takes ability, and miakes more sacrifices than the whole
thein away. Let us net wait till we experi- session, that man will have more influence than the
ence the loss ere we prize and use the bless- %vloîe session. If any man have abilities equal, or
ing. The Sabbath is a boon tog-ether» witbi nearly equal, to those of the minister, and have a more
the rest wvbicbi it antedates, for God's rest of; spiritual mmnd -and shiows mi-ore devotedness and self
full tide blessedness i.'i ours if here wve accept! sacrifice in the wvork-than the minister, tlîat man %vill
the Gospel message. Oh, enter therein No have as mnuch influence as thie mi-inister, probably
rest like that wbich the soul finds in Hlim wbo more. 'Mere officialism goes for very little in this
is macle rigrhteousness, and peace, and joy. country. Earnest, persevering, self-sacriflcing %vork
And, oh the dread awakexîing, should anybhere ai ways brings influence among Christian people.

awake ~ ~ ~ %- to thWoencneosesta o \hen these qualities are combined in une or tivo men
ever tbey bave lest that rest? God forbid it, they can usually control matters in spite of any t.heory.
Christ prevent it, Spirit of Holiiness qikn' Ag ost meknd bof miligy tue theod por ood.
Give faith that wve may 1,ay lîold q ons th c a ot men of,) wiinriy rulte noro f proes
redemption wrought. that we may find et' ness. Mlay kind lîeaven send us more of such minority
rest " for ever witb the Lord." rule.

There is, however, another and very différent kind.


