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structors, and sparing no pains to place his son under
the very happiest and best influences, no onc 'vould
for one moment doubt that that father felt something
more than simply a cold sense of duty to mcet his
obligations to his son, or to fulfil some previous pro-
mise which he might have made.
decp interest in his son’s welfare.

But if a man under there circumstances shews -
terest, how much greater is shewn by Him who has
done almost infintely more to sucure an almost in-
fiaitely greater good for lost man.  Surely, He is “ not
willing that any shnuld perish.”

Again, 'tis hard for a man to realize that aur Hea.
venly Father is interested in him «s in indiviaual
He thinks only of a gencral intcrest.

He is ready to admit that God must be interested
in the salvation of all men, but fails to realize that He
is in him personally. Yet so it is. Many of the
truths of God’s word are addressed to the individual.
1t is, *“ whosoever will, let himn take the water of hfe
freely,” and “ bim that cometh unto me [ will in no
wise cast out.” It is the mdividual.  When the law
was enacted giving libe ty to the slaves of the South-
em States it was for all, but was it any the less for
cach individual slave? Were not the makers of that
Jaw interested in each individual ecase? And any
Jpoor slave, however humble, might avail himself of it
if he would, and the benefits which he received were
just as sccure to him, and just as great as if he had
been the only one who could reccive any benefit; as
great as if the law had been provided especially for
him,

So this salvation is for each individual just as much
as ifit were only for him ; asif God had looked sumply
upor him and made all this provision for him alone.

The truth, then, evideatly is that God is not willing
that I, an individual, should perish. Think of that.—
Rev, G. L. Smisti,in Philadelphsa Presbyterian.

SIX EAR-MARKS OF A LIVING CHURCH.

The brave little band which issued from the upper
room in Jerusalem under the baptisin of the Holy
Spirit were the pioneers of Christianity. We look
back to them as a model. Young as that church
was, and confined to a single city, it possessed the
six traits of a living, healthy church of Christ. There
were six things in which they * continued steadfastly”
—or as the Rhemish version bas it—*they perse-
vered.” Would that all our churches now would lay
hold of the same practices, and hold fast to them !

1. Their first characteristic was study of the Word.
The “apostles’ doctrine™ signifies the teaching or
fundamental truths by such men as Peter and john.
The young converts were not fed on the syllabub of
sensationalism, but on the strong meat of Bible doc-
trine. The gospel was a new revelation fresh frum
heaven ; its two cardinal principles were repentance
of sin and faith in Jesus Christ ; and on these bottom
doctrines every convert necded to be well established.
Itis a grievous wrong to a young convert to admit
him into the Church, if he cannot “give a reason for
the faith that is in him.” The surest way to make
lum a loose, weak-backed member ever afterwards is
to leave him without thorough instruction both in a
Bible class and from the pulpit. False doctrine can
only be kept out by putting the Bible in.

2, The second ear-mark that belonged to that Jer-
usalem church was their “fellowship.” They began
to love one another, and to manifest their fellow-feel-
ing by meeting often, by knowing cach other well, and
by bearing one another's burdens. I'll warrant it
that rio stranger ever came into one of their meetings
without being spoken to and welcomed. It has been
left to some of cur modern chusches to allow “out-
siders” to come to the house of God and go away
again, without even a nod of the head, much less a
kind word of greeting. Brethren, this conventional
stiffness is a disgrace to a Christian church. No
sinner who is out in the spiritual cold of impenitence
is likely to come very often for warmth into an ice-
house.

3. Nor did that ¢arly church neglect the ordinances
which Christ had appointed. We are told that they
-continued steadfastly in the “breaking of bread.”
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There is evinced a |

This phrase describes something more than a social
meal together. It refers to their frequent commemo-
ration of their crucified Lord in the eucharistic sup-
per. This feast of love was celebrated as often as
once a week, and probably in a very simple fashion.
It is a bad symptom in a church now-a.days when its
communion seasons ccase to be a full, devout, and
joyful gathering of the whole flock. Why do not
more rewvals spring from these perivdic festivals of
redecnung love? Because Christ 18 not invited to
His own table, and welcomersd therc by penitent,
broken, leving hearts.

4. Of course: that company which had just come out
of a Pentccost were a praying church. When no
breath issues from his patient’s lips the doctor gives
him ¢p as dead.  When no breath of sincere prayer
issues from a church member’s lips he is “dead in
sin.”  As soon as Saul of Tarsus began to pray, he
hegan to live.

Tz gnevous lack of many a church, even in its
devotional meetings, is a lack of prayer. Addresses
and sacred song do not make up for the want of
praver, which 1s the one indispensable channel of
blessings from the throne. Qur people are surfeited
with preaching. Thenf they add to this a starvation
of prayer, how can they grow in grace, how can they
become strong for God's great woik of saving sin-
ners? Those Jerusalem brethren had fifty -two “ weeks
of prayer ” in every yzar.

5. Such a praying and brotherly-minded church
were the very ones to scll their possessions n order
to have money to give to the Lord. What costly
gifts they laid at the apostles’ feet for Christian chari-
ties! That Brother Barsnabas was the leader and
model for all the Arthur Tappans and James Lennoxes
and John Wanamakers who have blessed our modern
churches by their beneficence. Satan had not yet
taught churches how to indulge themselves with ceiled
houses and carriages, and to turn off their Master
with candle ends.

6. To any church which centinues steadfastly in
Bible study, brotherly love, attendance upon worship,
prayer, and deeds of charity, “the Lord will add
daily such as are saved.” Our translation of Acts i1
47 is a clumsy one. The Greek text signifies that the
Lord brought into that apostolic ark “saved ones,”
who would otherwise have been lost.

In the family register of our churches there ought
to be more frequent additions of names under the
head of “ Births.” And when \e return to the apos-
tolic spirit of love, faith, and hard work, there will be

a constant addition from the world of precious souls |

new born into an everlasung hie.—Rev. Theodore L.
Cuyler, D.D., in American Messenger.

CTHE LIMITATIONS OF LIFE” AND
OTHER SERMONS.

Dr. Taylor is tolerably well known in Canada, but
not nearly so much so as he deserves to be. Perhaps
this has been unavoidable. He has but seldom visited
the Dominion, and his public appearances before
a Canadian audience, whether as a preacher or a lec-
turer, have been but few. It isgenerally known that
some years ugo he came from Liverpool to occupy
the pulpit of the Broadway Tabernacle as occasional
supply for a few weeks ; that his preaching was of such
a character that he was eagerly sohcited to become
pastor ; that he consented to do so, and that ever
since he has far more than realized the highest expecta-
tions of those who were chiefly instrumental in bring-
ing him to New York. This is about all that the most
of Canadians know of one who is among the most
prominent and influential preachers and writers on
this continent. Those of us who visit New York
make it a2 point to hear the famous preacher of the
Tabemacle, and then spread his reputation as best we
may among our *“kinsmen and acquaintance.” But
generally it isa matter of faith rather than experience
It is concluded that there must be something uncom
monly attractive about both the man and his message,
but wherein that attractiveness consists could not very
generally or very clearly be stated ordefined. Weare
accordingly glad that this volume of sermons has ap-

peared, to make us all better acquainted with “the

man and his conversation,” for though there is only a
portrait of the preacher given, and the commanding
presence, the decp-toned oice, and the kindling
kindly eye of the living man are necessarily absent

yet in every one of these sermons the marked indivil.

uality of Dr. Taylor comes out in striking relief, and
if he “hold ™ not his readers ' with his aye,” he holds

them at any rate with his masculine vigour of thought,

his tender and all but womanly sympathy, his affluence

of illustration, his cogency of argument, his directness

of appeal, his clenrness of statement, uis fervid earn.

cstness, and his unostentatious piety. To make out

readers acquainted with the aim and object of this

publication, and in doing so to occupy as little as pos-

sible of our space, we cannot do better than place

before them the author’s preface in full :

* It would neither be just to myself, nor comphmentary
to those who may become my readers, to say that thess ser.
mons have been chosen at random out of that pile of manu.
scxi{)ls which is constantly accumulating 1n every minster’s
study, and whose final destination is the fire. On the con-
trary, they have been deliberately selected, not only because
of the present and permanent importance of their subjects,
but also, and especially, because, in the exrcricncc of many
who heard them, they were felt to be hdlpful to them in
thair prosecution of the Chnstian life.  Thete is not a dis.
course here reproduced which has not already been useful to
some souis, wnd if, when preached thus through the press,
that uscfulness shall be widenad, the great ead of their pub.
Jication will bie secured.”

The volume contains twenty-five sermons, on sub
jects which are certainly, as the author says, of “ pres
ent and permanent importance.” While they state
clearly and effectively defend some of the great doc-
trines of the Christian faith, they are at the same time
eminently practical, and when we say “ practical,” we
do not mean that they are mere secular essays, “of
the earth, earthy,” but such discourses as teach prac
tical religion, and bring Gospel principles to bear
upon every-day life. The first sermon—that which
supplies a title for the book—has for its text Paulse
“ autographic endorsement” to the Epistle to tbe
Colossians, ** Remember my bonds,” and the follow-
ing are its opering words :

‘“What an exquisite pathos there is in these words of

Paul! e is now ‘such anone as Paul the aged,” and
the tremour of years is in his hand. He is, besides, ¢the
pnsoner of the Lord Jesus Chust,” and the chain by which
his right arm is bound to the left arm of the *soldier that kept
him,' impedes the free motion of his wrist, so that he can-
not write with his usual ease. Hence, as he takes the pen
from his amanuensis and appends the salutation whereby this
letter was to be authorized, he delicately apologizes for the
uncouth irregularity of the characters which he has traced
by adding this clause, * Remember my bonds.””
From the apostle’s condition and conduct under his
bonds,” the preacher draws practical lessons for the
Christian under all the “‘imitations of life.” From
the numerous cases in point which are adduced, the
following may be taken as a sample :

“1 am sorry that there should be need for such a style o
remark, But the tendency of much that is said nowadays i«
to make onc diseatisfied with himsclf if he be not engaged
in some way, in one or other of the common departments of
ecclesiastical work. Now, it is good to have a churct
which will realize John Wesley's idea, ‘at work, all at wark
and always at wotk.' But it is not goud to advocate thisir
such a way as shall wound those who, because of the limit
ing conditions of their lives, cannot respond to the call as,
in other circumstances, they would. [ have known a gentle
heart well nigh broken bécause a minister, more remarksble
for zeal than wisdom, almost as good as declared that those
who were connected with the church, and who did not en-
gage in a certain kind of work were unworthy to be called
Christians.  But if he had only kuown it, the truth was that
the quict one whom he had almost crushed was every day
doiag a kiad of service for Christ which required far morc
sclf-denial than that to which the preacher would have sum-
maned her, and one, too, which she could not have neglected
without sin.”

But our space is more than exhausted ; only we are
sure that our readers will thank us, should they be in.
duced by whatwe have said to purchase the volumeand
thus he ableto judge for themselves. 1If things wereas
they ought to be with the reading Christian people of
the Dominion, the demand for such a work oughtto be
such as to justify the issue of a Ca.tadian edition, and
not a pirated one either.

WE cannot skip the seasons of our education. We
cannot hasten the ripeness and the sweetness by a
single day, nor dispense with one night’s nipping

frost, nor one week’s blighting east wind.



