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God oh one common ground, and that if we differ
from others it is because we are debtors to His grace
and not the recipients of our deserts. It would resvlt
in a deeper and more fervent piety, a higher standard
of spiritual life,a great increase of joy in the service
of , a more rapid and fully deve' ,wd spiritual
growth, 4 more triumphiant entrance into eternal
rest.

CARD-PLAYING.

~

The following is substantially the answer given by
a pastor to a young member of his church who had
asked him, ¥ Why is it wrong to play cards?”

Opposition to card-playing is, with me, first of all a
matter of spiritual irstinct. Ever since I knew the
Saviour as mine, 1 have felt that that amusement
which more than almost any thing else is the joy and
the passion of the worldly and the vicious, the dis-
honest and the depraved, must of nect:ssity be incon
sistent with high spirituality and unfavourable to
zowth in grace. I have felt that that which Satan
wses 3o largely to ensnare and destroy men must
:necessarily be bewitching and dsstructive; and that
ithat which is thé bosom-friend and inseparable com-
pahion of the grog-shop, the dance-house, the theatre,
'and the brothel must, of course, have had lik. par-
entage and bring forth like progeny.

Card-playing, promiscuous dancing, and theatre-
going constitute the trinity’ which the thoroughly
wotldly and the wicked woirship, Cah that professing
‘Christian whose heart worships at the same shrine be
‘filled largely with the Spirit of Chfist? Can any man
serve two masters? Can the love of the world and
the love of the Father dwell in the same heart? If
thé things named are not “of the world,” what is?

I would not assert that none who indulge in card-
playing can be Christians. It may not be inconsist-
erit with'the existence of grace in the heart; but I feel
very sure that it is inconsistent with a' high state of
spirituality, and that it'is n many ways unfavourable
‘to'the growih of piety. Some of these will readily
occur to you., It is usually engaged in as an evening
.entertainment, and as such is sure to absorb the time
«which ought to be given to the duties of the closet.
«It is both ‘excitibg and fascinating, and so tends to
.unfit the mind for the profitable reading of God's word
:and for secret prayer. It is likely to beget feelings
.that are anything but devotional, and so to disqualify
:the heart for communion Wwith God.
~ In addition to these personal considerations, it
=seems to me to be of pernicious tendency as an ex-
ample to others, especially to the young, many of
whom undeniably are being_ constantly ensnared and
destroyed by it. And, to say the least of it, it is a
aeedless, a trifling, and therefore a profane appceal to
God’s providential decision. For thess, and for other
reasons, every Christian ought to say of it, as Paul
.said of eating meat, when his example might lead
others into sin, “I will not do it, while the world

. stands.”
1 know that what I have written would 1.5t have
_ much weight with those who love this amusement.
There are none so blind as those who do not wish to
see. The heart has much more to do with the forma-
tion of our opinions on such subjects than either our
reason or.our conscience. Many say, “I see nothing
wrong in it.” Very likely. It is written of another
transaction that “ When the woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was pleasant tv the
«eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof and did cat.” Yes, she did;
ard she thereby “brought death into our world, and
all our woe” She saw no harm in it; but the harm
was there notwithstanding. .

The true antidote 10 the lave of cards, and all other
dahgerous or doubtful recreations is the love of Christ.
Fill the heart with this and it will expel the other,
_just as certainly as light drives out darkness, or heat
banishes cold. * All the sophistries and illusions of a
wortld-loving, pleasurc-secking reasoning are casily

_dissolved and dissipated by the divine, transcendent
. Jogic of John and Paul: “We love him because he

ATTENTION.

No book suffers so much from inattentive, listless
readers and hearers as the Bible.  The familiar words
fall upon the ear, often failing to arrest even a passing
attention. How many people in an average congre-
gation hear the Scriptures read in the service on the
Lord’s day, and could not possibly tell, if asked im-
mediately afterward, what had been recad, whether
Psalm, Gospel, or Epistle !

The listless attitude of mind, in which many of us
indulge in church, is largely responsible for this. An
honest Scotchiman, when pressed for the reason cf his
enjoyment of the service, said, “It’s so comfortable
like, I just puts up my legs and thinks of nothing.”
May not too many of us have to confess that we too
“think of nothing?” Ministers might perhaps do
something to win attention to the reading of God's
word in the Sabbath services by reading contin-ously
certain portions and commenting wiscly upon them,
the people following with Bible in hand.

The habit of taking heed how one hears, may, I am
sure, be cultivated in children. Visiting some years
since in a singularly attractive Christian home, we
were invited into the ubrary to join in the Sabbath
afternoon Bible.reading, which was customary in the
family. There we found the father, mother, and
three children, the youngest ten years old. The pas-
sage read was the account of Paul's shipwreck. 1
listened to the familiar story, but was somewhat
alarmed when the father proceeded to ask questions
as 10 the details of the narrativey questions which 1
could not possibly answer because of my careless lis-
tening. The young people were cager, interested, and
showed that they had learned to give diligent heed to
the reading. After a half hour of questions and
answers and tnstructive talk together, hymns and the
creed were repeated, and eamnest prayer offered, 1 at
least learned one lesson I shall not soon forget. On
our return home, the Sabbath afternoon Bible-reading
was introduced in our family. Our little people enjoy
it, and we find it especially helpful, as it secures atten-
tive listening to the Scripture read.

Let us become fivst atfentive kearcrs and readers of
God’s Word that we may be also carnest doers.

SOLOMON THE PREACHER.

Solomon was a great eXperimenter 0., human life.
He tried all ways of it. He tried what wealth, what
wisdom, what mirth and music, building of houses,
planting of vineyards, making of orchards and gardens,
could do to make a man happy and keep him so.
And 'he conducted each experiment of this kind upon
the largest scale, and carried it to its furthest issue.
His position gave him full command of all the means
and instruments of human enjoyment, and he exer-
cised that command iwithout limitation or restraint.
Whatsoever his eyes desired he kept it not from them;
he withheld not his heart from any kind of joy. We
are not to imagine that he did all this at the prompt-
ing of any higher motive, or for any religious end,
He did it as multitudes in lesser spheres and to a
more limited extent are doing it—to gratify the de-
vices and desires of his own heart, But he was all
the while, though unconsciously, fulfilling a high and
benevolent purpose of the Supreme, and when after-
wards he was brought to the love and service of God,
he was directed to put on record, for the guidance and
warning of all after generations, a history of earlier
experience. It is in this light, regavding them as
written for this purpose, that the opening chapters of
the Book of Ecclesiastes are to be read by us.—Dr.
Hanna.

THE SIN OF WORRY.
There are men in the world who wear a girdle o1
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of worry occasions! Mary and Martha are always in
confusion—never able to comprehend one another.
What business impatience and misunderstandings are
inspired by this same contradiction, as it exists in
common forms |

The assurance nceds to be taken home by every
one of us that worry is the deadly foe of the gospe}
and of common sense. In both the general and the
special providences of God, which are revealed to us
on every page of the Bible, there are distinct utter-
ances against this tendency, by which we are all
plagued. But w addation to these promuscs, there ure
positive precepts, which make it most cvident that
anxiety has in it the very nature of sin, and is the
mother of misery. However nervous, depressed, and
despairing may be the tone of any one, the Losd
leaves him no excuse, for there is Gad's promise to
overbalance all these natural difficulties.  In the
measure in which the Christian enjoys hie privileges,
risc3 above the things that are seen, hides himself in
the refuge provided for him, wall he be alile to voice
the confession of Paul and say, “NMone of these
things"—however combined and confederate they may
be—**none of these things move me.”

.

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Eternal life is said to consist in the know!lsdge of
God, and of Jesus Christ whom Hehas sent. To im-
part this knowledge 1s the work of the Spint. He
enables us to see the glury of God, as it shunes in the
face of Jesus Chnst. It 1s thus discovery which pro-
duces holiness. By beholding His glory we are
transformed into His image, from glory to glory.
When Chrnist was thus revealed to Paul he was in-
stantly converted from a persecutor into a worshipper
of the Lord Jesus, And this is the history of every
conversion from that day to this. It matters not to
the blind that the heavens are flooded with glory, or
that the earth 1s clad with beauty; and it matters not
to the spintually blind that God has clothed Himself
in flesh and dwelt among us. But when the Spint
opens our eyes, then the beatific vision breaks in upon
the soul with all its transforming power; then we be-
come new creatures in Chnst Jesus.—Dr. Charles
Hodge.

IT is said that never since the gloomiest days of
Puv's Administration has England suffered as much
as she does now from financial and commercial de-
pression.

Peter McKenzie’s advice is good + “If you have a
greedy disposition, and the devil comes to you when
you are in the act of giving, and tells you,  You can’t
afford it,’ say to him, ‘If you don't keep quiet I'll
double it,’ and he'll soon give it up”

THE negro emigration from the Southern States has
assumed formidable dimensions. Kansas seems to be
regarded Ly the blacks as their Promised Land. The
question of setting apart a territory for their use is now
discussed, and it may result in somcthing practical.
The only sufferers will be the Southern States, which
will lose their labouring population,

PHILLIPS BROOKS is right, although he is much
belaboured in some quarters.  In the Princeton ¢ Re-
view” he wrote  “It is the glory of the earhiest
church that it had for its pcople no demanded creed
of abstract doctrine whatsoever. In the vencrable wis-
dom of the apostolic symbol it believed in Father,
Son and Spirit, the One Eternal God. . To talk
of a crecdless Christianity or a creedless church is
folly. It is not creeds simply, but bad creeds, or over-
minule creeds, ox foo many creeds, that are objection-
able. The Apostles’ creed lays only the great vital

fret, as trying as any friar’s to annoy themselves.  truths, those without which Christianity would be a
They fancy that in such experience is to be found the , mere vague name, those in their simplest statement

highest fulfilment of religious duty and the truest ex-  before the new disciple, and says

pression of this world’s probation.
said that they procure their tickets, and then camy
their luggage with them wherever they go, while there
is provided a proper and capacious receptacle for all
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‘Dost thou believe

Some one has in them?”” Every Chnstian must havea creed, every

Christian organization must have a crced  But let
them be the simplest possible.  Let them deal with
facts and not with tkeories and philosopiies This is

-6irst loved us;” “The love of Christ constraineth us.”{encumbrances. Cr, what domestic infelicity this spirit | that we contend for.
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