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and Yark<anud in Central Asia. at Kibu. i, Afghanistan -,at Qucttait
in Ilaluchistan ;and at Jamu. 1lydei-abad (Sindlî), Shil«îrpur. lClyr-
pur, Lahiore, Fathipur. Agra. Allahabad. l3enares, 'Mirzapuir.
Morsliedabad, Gorakpur, Patna. Arcol, hIlare. Nellore. Ma.sulipa.
tain, \Varangal. I3ellary. Blangalore, Ahmecdabad, and elsewhere in
India.

And whlerever tlîrouglîout tic modern Molîamýdaîî world of
the Eiast they introluced it, they employed ini tîze decoatiaiî of
their sumjnlluary textile Eabrics, and part îcularly ot their carpets,
tic saine ancient Euphratean types af embroidered. or iinsvovcn.
genii, seraph beasts and -'rrees of Lueé, and the sanie floral
diapers. of the knop and flower pattern, wvitl the saine border-
ings o! sera and clotid scrolls, river meanders, mural gradines and
chevrons, as are sculptiired on the Nineveh marblcs and enamelled
on the tiles of Susa; tiiese strictly emblemnatical devices. as ulti-
mately dravn in faultless beauty, but unfortunately without dite
reference to their spiritual pre.figuration. by the Greeks, liaing
also, for ovcr twenty centuries, furnishcd the inexlistiblc types ai
couiventional ornamentation to the architects, sculptors, painiers.
and artistic handicraitsrnen of the entire ancient pagan and
modern Chîristian WVest. Where the orthodox Suini or non-Aryan
form of Islam prevailcd, as in Arabia and Central Asia, the animal
types were eliminated fromn Saracenie art; but where its schis.
Matic Shia or Aryan forn was developed, they survived, as in
I'ersîa and parts of India. as partially also in the Suni countries
of Islam, which. before their conquest by the Arabs, had been
brought under intîmate and cndurîng Au-yan (Hellenic) influences
-namely. legypt, and, in a uess degree, Northern Airica generally.
aîud Syria. But even un Asia Amnor the dratving of the -Tree of
Lite,- in the local carpet manufacture. us still severely Luphratean
iii cliaracter . while the carpets of the Caucasus (Daghestan.
Kaza<J. Kurdistan, and Central Asia, including Yark<and, alilte in
the details of their conventional ornamentation and their brilliant
and harmonious colorînig. are. we niay surmise. absolutely identical
svith those of ancient Assyria and I3abylonua. Aiter these. the
wvonderful carpeis of B3angalore (Malabar) probably approacu. in
their bold scale of design, and archaic force of coloring. nearest
to their Euphratean prototypes. The oId blue and red chequercd
cotton carpets (satranjis> of the 'Mahrattas. and the gaily striped,
or otherwise mat-patterned. cotton rugs (danis) of Kattyawar.
Gujerat, and Riajpuitana, have in their crude primitive designs,
and alnuost prismatîc colons, black. orange. red, yellow, green,
blue and wvlîte, preserved their ancient Egyptian physiognomy of
the period of the Ptolemies, without the slîghtest change ta the
prescrnt day, %çhile the Indian susni. or counterpane, embroidercd
wvith wvhite water Miles, bas preserved in its naine the record of
its original importation front Susa-i.e.. the 'City af Lilies."
There need be the less difficulty, therefare. in coming ta the
conclusion that the grand, and in India quite exceptional type of
the magnificent carpets o! B3angalore, is ta be traced bac< through
a direct descent ai over 2ooo years ta, the spacious palaces ai
Susa and Babylon.

EGYPTIAN COTTON.

The American consul.general at Cairo recently gave an in-
teresting resume af wçhat is knawn about Egyptian catton. This
plant wvas known to the ancient Egyptians and grew in that country
in a wvild state. Herodotus mentions a plant whicn bare flowers of
a pinkish color and a fibraus fruit. It is thaught the seed came
iroin the far east. as the plants gave a waolîy product of short and
%veat staple, it was only in the carly part of the prescrnt century
that the cultivation ai cotton begant ta extend and exotie sced ta be
imparted. Mal<a and jumel were the names given ta the new pro.
duct. ývhichi was ai a white colar and of long staple. Miakow~as the
namc ai a large landed proprietar wvha especially lent hiniseîf ta
the culture of thie new catton. Jumnel was the naine ai a French
agriculturistw~ho first imported seed fram America. in France
Egy ptian cotton is still cailled jmcl.

As an article af expart cotton dates front the year zS2z. l>ut
during thirty-five v cars tîte quantity varzed only <ran i 5a.aaa ta

500.000 cantars (cwts. ai 98 pouîîds). A great stimtulus svas given
ta this culture by the victroy. 'Meliemet Ali It is said tlîat lie
planted ail the seed hie cauld get on his own land. wvitlî suiccesfil
retuliits, -and, being stimiulated by the luigh price ubtained for the
new fibre in the 1Etirop)ean mark<ets. lie tncoîirated its Liiltiation
tlxrougluauit lowver lLg>'jt. tlîe soit andI clinsate of wliich %ere fouiîd
tu be adrnirably adapted ta its growîli.

It wvas in 1837-8 tluat thuis culture reallY begaîi tu take seriotîs
proportions Abbas Païuha I. still furtlier encouîr.iged it liit Sio
tue export duty %Vas ieduced from 10 lier cenut ta 1 per cent adl
valorcin, Vhuicli. ai course, huelped ta stimnîlate tlîe culture but
thue great iînpetuis %vas given by tlîe Ainerican ci% il %sar. the high
prices at tluat perîod causing tlue cultivation to be pusîied ta tlîe
tmost linits.

U p t a ur day the Malco j timel lias ex~perie:iccd maiiy chîanges
anud evoluitions. wliiclî are attrihuteci ta the nature of tic soit Th'le
color gradîially becim- a yela.visli brown, -in 1 to)k tlue naine ai
Aslimouini, frum tlue village of Aslim.,un, wluere îluis charg~e %vas
first noteul.

,Nany varieties ai LEgyiatian cotton are springiug tip ever) year.
but the duief, as l<nown ta commerce. are Ashnimauni. Mit-Afifi.
Abiad, Bamieh and Gallini.

AsIMsOUNI. - Far many years thisquality forîned tue bulk ai the
E-gyptian crop, but it is noiw almost entirely supersccled b> .Mit Afifi
In color it %vas a lightisli brown, lighter than the Mi ffand wvirl
a staple rather over one inîch ini lengthi It is still cultivated in
somte parts ai bawer Egypt. notably in the neigliborhood o! Melusla
el-Kebir. but the acreage of this quality is decreasing every year
In upper Egypt. hwtever. it is more e.xtensivety culkisated. as îiiE

nature af the soit there is less favorable ta the Mit Afifi cotton
.\îsr-AFiFs -Trhe se2d af this cattan wvas dlisce)vered by a

Greek, m--rchant living in th.- village ai Mit Afiti. whcre hie first
planted it. and svhence it derives its namne. The secI lias a bluis;h
green tîtit at the ectremity. which first attract ýd his attetitinn
On planting this seedt lie found that it possessed miny advantages
over the Ashmotini It matured earlier, and was therefore mcl
less susceptible to damage fromn the saIt fogs. %vliich aire very aiten
prevalent iii September Its chi"i superiority, liowvever, cansi-,ted
in the greater proportion ai lint yielded ta tlue scsd Itt first the
cantar oi 3z5 ratais (pounds> yieldelI about i 12 rotnl% ouf liaI. and
sometimes even more, but naw it bas detcrioraied antI rarely gives
sa much. generally averagin-, to5 ta toS rotaIs Aslimnni rarely
attains 98 rotaIs The finder kept the secret for saine years. but it
îîltimately became knowvn. The Mà\it-Afifi is ai a darker and richer
1h.own tlîan the Ashmouni- It is ai excessive strength, but, ex~cept
in soute districts. the staple is not longer than that ai Asli3 ouni
The districts svhere it lias longer staple arc about Cafr Z-lyat,
Chibia.el Kooni. and notably I3irket.es.Sab

Auti»-Abiad. as its namne indicates. is wvhite cottan, anti is
chiefly grosvn nt Zifta. Mlit-Ganir. and to a smaller extent. at
lIirl<et.es-Sab In other districts it is only grawn sporadically.
and1 even la the districts above mcntionedl it iq rapidly giving wvay
to 'Mit-Afii. l'lie statple is rnuch langer than tîîat of American
cattan, the bul< reacbing about s inch in lcngth. whlile sorme: fine
lots are ta bc faund having a length afi X> and even î3.ý incues.
The yield is i o5 to X 12 rotaIs.

B.~îîcî.-hisquality ix yearly degecrating. Th. for ai
the tree is qîuite different from the other varieties ai cott,,n, bcing
tait and aot bushy It is supposed ta have been prodluced by acci-
dental hybridization of the Ashmotuni catton trce and tlue Ilamieh
plant, as it resembles the latter in several points lis chici
characteristics are great length. fineness and silkiness ai staple.
and a rather lighter color than %shn-ouni. but generally a grenter
%veakness oi staple The tree, hawvever, is more delicate tluan the
other varieties. anti is therefore very susceptible ta September
fogs. it yields about 100, to, ta5 rutois ai lint pet cantar ai .3t5
rotaIs The chie! districts now produciag thc best quality ai tîtis
varuety arc First. Mansoarab; second, Scmeaood. and then
1Mýchalael}Cebir.

GALLI.Ni.-This variety bas almast entincly disappeared front
cultivation, as the quality had deteniorated ta such an extent that


