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weo can learn the disposition of tho priests by the charactér of
their followors.

This coming struggle must be fought square upon the question
of tho Natural against the Supernatural. All side issues will
shiver to pieces in the greator shock of theso two. Liberal forces
raust stand up snd be counted, must show their hand, must chooso
between scienco and suporstition, between tho logic of truth and
the lies of fable.  *¢ Liberalisw,” “Froo roligionist,” ¢ Spiritualict,”
« Infidel,” and what not, must sink out of sight and leave only
men and womon standing by truth as wo know it to day, on tho
ono side, or standing by falschood and superstition on tho other.

Tho power of Dounr must rise to control humanity on this
continent, or it will sink beneath the dead sea of Supornaturalism.
Let the example of Montreal bo followed throughout the country,
let our citics surrender to the demands of Catholic mobs, and
the noxt year faith in the rovealed will of God will bo forced down
our throats with the altornative of haviuz our bodies stoned,
clubbed, torn and destroyed by infuriated beasts, in the namo of
God, for the eapression of honest doubt! And then, farowell
knowledge, farewell intellectual achievements, furewell stiength-
ening science, farewell inspiring art, farewell liberty for another
thousand years of Christian barbarism,

In this view of tho situation it bohiooves us to do—SoMETHING.
And perlaps a very essential thing to do 18 to realizo and remem-
that «untl doubt began progress was impossitle.” Remember
also that until doubt is forbidden and suppressed, progress may bo
continued--aye, perhaps forever. In the triumph of faith, in
the “rovealed will of God,"” is our bondage. In tho triumph of
doubt is our freedom, growth, happiness. The ¢ Somothing” to
do, then, might be to choose upon which side you shall stand.
And as a final word of caution let us remember that as we
choose to placo ourselves upon the sida of faith in revealed
religion, ot upon the side of doubt, wntellectual and moral growth,
we shall detract from or add to the sum of virtue, wisdom and
happiness upon tho earth.

‘Tie INQUISITION MUST NOT BE ALLOWED 1% NORTII AMERICA.
Boston, dass.

AN OPEN LEITER TO THE FRIENDS OF LIBERALISM.

I have long wished to proposo that cach one who has a real
interest in the spread of truth should mako himself or herself a
commnitteo of one, and select a pious correspondent—as intelligent
a ono as possible—cven in your own vicinity if no far-off ono can
be had—and ask of them that thoy defind tho faith thoy kold ;
that they give proof that there is a God ; that ho had a son, and
that the Bible is the divino word.

Dy being thus called upon to tell why he or sho believes, thought
is awakened, authorities hunted up, and truth invariably comes
to the surface. Tho Tiberal who is doing this good work will find
that he is not only giving knowledge and lkght to the ignorant
and blind, but by sharing his information ho inereases and adds to
it by cach effort he makes. There are fow gontlemen who wonld
not enjoy a pleasant, good-natured Contcst with somo well-
informed young lady, and vico versa.

I speak from experience. I bave always had one or two such
correspondents over since I was 14 years old and still continuo to
practice, generally chioosing preachers if I can get them ! Trw it,
ono and all, If the first correspondent does not answer your
cxpeetations try another. It costs but little, and the benefits o
all will bo great. Yo ono knows how littlo nor yet how much ho
knows till ho attempts to tell it To tell well what you know is
ono of tho groatest acts, and should bo striven for a3 a blessing
all should highly value. T hope every ono who reads this will sit
right down and writo to somo one, and get up a regular debate,
and send papers, tracts, and books ag a “ means of graco.”

Yours not in Christ,
Enuixa DRARE SLENRER.

Snowville, Pulagki Co., Va., July 18, 1878,

“ BELIEVE, OR BE DAMNED."

£
Errror FREETHOUGER g’ OURNAL.

Siv,—As tho old orthodoxy is still preached by those who ignorantly
or recklossly ignoro the biblical criticisms of tho last twonty years,
somo of their utterances may at times, in tho interests of Freothought,
call for remark. I have been attending lately a series of preachings,
wishing to hear, if T could, the old orthodoxy modified by n subtile
transition from tho lotter to the spirit, which many, educated in thoe
idcas of tho day, begin to expect. I[heard, of course, tho great bug-
bear *“infidelity” denounced; that intidels selected certain passoges
alone to prove their case, while the true way was “to look at and
accopt the Biblo as a whole.” It was not oxplained, sinco you were
thrown, in tho absence of oxternal evidence, wpon internal, how you
wero to judgo tho wholo without verifying the parts. Christianity is
cither o history or is nothing. The known contradictions, inconsist-
encies and logondary incredibilities in the gospel account prevent, to
critical scienco, its being accepted as history—yet_the listcners were
told to make beliove®that it was al} right, and to * accept itasa
whole.” o You givo me, T suppose, what you tell mo is n sound apple.
I point out worm-holes and bruised, discolored parts, and you say tu
me, “"{over mind, tho applo is sound as a whole.”

To what this suggeation of tho soundness of the whola, whilo the
unsoundness of somo of tho parts was tacitly admitted, tended, camo
to be scon when tho speaker all at once clinched the matter by saying
wi*h groat emphasis, ** I tell you, you must believe all this book or
you will bo dnmned.” Infidelity leaves to man all his inborn gener-
ous and affectionate human sympathics, his cultivated reason and
senso of justice; no ‘* infidol” would anathematizo a believer as the
beliovar doces tho intidel for not accopting as truth what does not con-
vineo him ; but tho “‘odinm theo'ogicium stifles, and perverts tho nat-
ural human goodness. The passage cited, too, mnkes belief depend
upon the will. Belief is thoe result of conviction—a rensoning process
—a&ld yet for not believing you shall be damned. Popo is more
modest :—

¢ Teach me thy way to know,
Nor deal damnation round the land
On all I deem thy foe.”

No wonder it is advisablo to keep out of sight such passages as this.
But if Jesus rebuked the savagery of the apostlo who urged him to
call down the firo from heavenon the village which refused to accopt
him, it i incrediblo that ho should havo uttered the fiendish denun-
ciation put in his mouth ; not, however, by Mark. The passagoe is to
be found only in thoso last fow verses of tho 1Gth chapter, which bib-
lical critics reject as spurious. To propose to frighten people into
joining the church by imposing on them, as ““tho word of God,” the
repudinted ravings of ccclesiastical hatred, is surely inoxcusable.

Tho timo cannot bo far off when congrogations will no longer be led
by tho nose, and accept mero words for things ; when thoy will be-
come moro cnquiring, and will ask themselvos whether there really is
behind all this theolegical verbiage tho truoe idea.

On ono point, however, the proacher kept within the bounds of
rationalis:a and psychology, in warning his hearers not to attribute,
by a gratuitous assumption, to supernatural inspiration thoso ocea-
sional paraxsyms of moral exaltation and devotional enthusiasm, which
develop themselves under the stimulus of cloquent and fervid oratory,
or tho magnotism of devotional orgasms common at revival meetings,
which aro known to scicnce to be merely special phases of nervous
excitement and cnthusiasm, and like other outbursts of nervous ex-
altation, lie entircly within tho emotional possibilities of human
nature.

I do not make thosa comments in the spirit of tho more scoffer
who meers, and gives 1.0 reasons. I give them as Schlicrmacher,
Bistiop Colenzo, Dr. Davidaon, and others have given their criticisms,
from an honcst lovo of truth, If wo accept as generally undisputed
that the religious sentiment in man is ono of the ctemal facts of the
universe, it scems tomo that a reconciliation belween religion and
scieneo might bo found, if both partics could be brought to accept asa
common ground of agreement this conclusion as a solution of tho con-
flict : That whils it must be conceded that all so-called popular relig-
ions are objectivaly false, all avo subjoctively truc. G. H.

‘Work is the mission of man in this carth, A dny is over strug-
gling forwand, a day will arrive in somo approximate degree, when
ho who has no work to do, by whatever namo ho may bo named,
will not find it good to show himself in our quarter of tho solar
system, but may go and look out elsowhere, if thero bo any idle
planotdiscernablo. Lot tho bonast working man rejoico that such
law has been mndo good, and hope that, by and by, all clso will
be mado good.—Carlyls.



