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who were engaged as soribes, were not to
altersny wriing, although intheir own minds
they might think it proper, without first
receiving the sanction of the Abbot. With
regard to the Scriptures the most eritical
care was enforced.  Monks advanced in age
were alone allowed to transeribe them,
and after their completion they were read-—
revised—and re-read again, and it is by
that means that so uniform a reading has
been preserved, and although slight differ-
ences may here and thero occur, there aro
no books which traversed through the dark
ages, that preserve their original text so
ure and uncBrrupt as the copies of the
goriptures, the fathers of the church, and
the ancient writings of the classic authofs;
sometimes, it is true a manuscript of the
last order is discovered posseding & very
different reading in some particular passage ;
but these appear rather as futile emcndations
or interpretations of the scribe, than as the
result of a downright blunder, and are easily
perceivable, for when the monkish churcbmen
tampered with ancient copies, it geoerally
originated in a dosire to smooth over the in-
decencies of the heathen authors, and so
render them less liable to corrupt the hely
contemplations of the devotee; and while
we blame the pious fraud, we cannot but
respect the motive that dictated it.

The paucity of the sacred volume,if it ren-
dered their pens wore liable to err, served to
enforce upon them the necessity of still greater
scruting.  On looking ovér a monastic cata-
logue, the first volume that 1 search for is
the Bible; and I fcel far more disappoint-
ment i¢ I find it not there, than I do at the
absence of Horace or Ovid—there is some-
thing so desolate in the idea of a Christian
priest without the Book of Life —of a minister
of God without the fountain of truth—that
however favourably we may be prone to re-
gard them, a thought will arise that the ab-
sence of this sacred book may perhaps be
referred to the ignorance of the monkish pen,
or to the laxity of priestly piety. Butsuch,
1 am glad to say, was not often the case ; the
Bible it is true was an cxpensive book, but
can scarcely be regarded as a rare one; the
monastery was indeed poor that had it net.
and when once obtained the monks took good
eare to speedily transcribe it. Sometimes
they only possessed detached portions, but
when this was the case they generally bor-
rowed of somo neighboring and more fortu-
nate monastery the missing parts to tran-
scribe and so completed their own copies.

Bat all this did pot make the Bible less
loved among them, or less anxiously and ar-
dently studied, they devoted their days, and
the long hours of the night, to the perusat of
these pages of inspired truth, and it is a
eslumny without a shadow 6f foundation, to
declare that the monks were careless o1
scriptare reading. They were strictly en-
joined by the mobastic rules to study the
Bible uuceasingly. The statutes of the
Dominican Order are particularly impres-
sive on this point, and enforce a constant
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volume, 50 as to fortify themselves for dis.
putation ; they wero to peruse it continnally,
and apply to it before all other reading.
el P~ —
Directions how to hear Sermons.

«“Take heed, therefore, how ye hear—
Theso words will be found n the e:ghth
Chapter of Luke’s Gospel, verse eightecnth.
They were primanly addressed by our Lord
tc the Aposiles in reference to lis owa
discourses delivered in their hearing, but they
are cqually applicable to all who have been
privileged to st under the preaching of the
Gospel. And 1t 18 a very important con
sideration that 1f even the Apostles, men
who were chosen out of the world to be
the instruments for promulgating it after
his departure—if even they required to be thus
earnestly exhiorted to an earnest diligence and

attention in the use they made of his divinc,

words—how much more the great mass of
professing Christians living, it may be n the
mmdst of Gospel light and ordinances, and who
yet pay but an outward homage and respect
to Christianity, being hearers only, and not
doers of the word.

1t 18 scarcely necessary for us here to pause
in order to show that every one, who has the
fear of God before his eyes, ought to embrace
all opportunities of hearing sermons. This
will be admitted by all who belicve the Bible
to be the word of God. They must at once
recogmze this both as & privilege and & duty.
All along, throughout the whole history of the
Church, down from the earliest times, nunisters
have been regulasly constituted and appointed
by divine nutiority. God has never left him
self without a witness. At sundry times, and
in divers manners, he spake unto the fathers
by the ‘prophets, and he has, 1n these lost days,
or mn the dispensation under which we now
live, spoken unto uvs by lus Son. After his
resurrection, Christ pave commussion to his
Apostles, and through them to all succeeding
nunisters and preachers of the Gospel to “ go
and preach the Gospei to every crcature,”
promising to be “‘with them even to the end
of time.”

Preaching then 18 most unquestionably an
ordinance of God, a means appointed by Jesus
Christ bunself, for promoting his Kingdom
among mcn. It becomes all, thercfore, to take
heed how they hear; and in order that they
may listen to sermons with profit and advan-
tage, we propose to submit a few brief direc-
tions, in the hope that they may not be alto-
gether without their use to some of our
readers.

1. The first direction is, fo go lo hear ser-
mons, nof out of curiosily, but from'a sincere
desire to know and do your duly.

Formality and hypocrisy in any religious ex-
ercise is an abomination to the Lord. gI‘o enter
his house merely to have our ears entertained
and not our hearts reformed, must certainly be
highly displeasing to the Moat High God, as
well as unprofitable to ourselves. Hence it
18 that o many remain uncouverted, yea, un-
affected even under the most evangelical
preaching, To avoid this let them flee curio-
sity, and prepare their hearts by an humble
disposition to receive with meekness the en-
grafted word which is able to save their souls.

2. Not only to prepare our hearts before twe
hear, but aiso to give difigent heed to the things
that are spoken from the word of God.

peeding and oritioal stady of the sacred

And thie preciselyzbecam what they hear

is the word of God, and not of man. It igq;
the discussion of mere speculative matters, the
doctrines or tenchings of men, that tiey y
hstening to, but the most holy and sec
truths, the great mysteries of Godlines..
truths which the wisc and good of past oge
have desired to know, but have not bes
permitted to enjoy eo great a pri lege. |
an earthly monarch were to send a nq
sage wlhich affected our individual interey,
how attentive should we be to the toruis of
and if the King of Heaven, Jehovah, Loy,

All, has communicated his will to niap, »;
has appointed certain means for proclamiy
it. who would be guilty of dozing or sleey,

in their seuts, whtle so high a messuve 1y ::
nounced to them! Can they not watch a4,
the blessed Lord one hour!

3. Not lo enterlain any, the least, proute
against their numster,

It is too much the fashion of the presents,,
10 find fault with mimsters of the Gospl
Every one seems to know better than anothe
what & mimster ought to be and wha e
ought to do.  In the case of any other
fess 10m, 1nterference of this kind would scaree
be dreamt of.  Moreover, the imperfectirs,
and it may be the falings of clergymen .-
too often made an excuse for our own w.y
edness. We are to remember that v»
clergy arc men of hke passions with ob~
men ; and though we should even hearap:
son teaching others to do what he has u
learned lnmself, yet this s no sufficient r4
son fur rejecting lus doctrine; for minsin
speak not in ther own name bnt v Chra.
name, as his ambassadors We know »l,
it was that commanded the pecjle 10 &
whatsoever the Scribes and Phares
should say unto them, though they a
but did not. Hearers, therefore, should w
careful nut to entertain prejudices of au,
kind against their aunister It is not forla
own sahe, but for the sake of i m we
name anc by whose authority he speabs, i
his ofiice i5 to be respected, and bis words, »
the words of God, listened to with reveretce
and attention. They arc to take heed bor
they hear; tor could a preacher speas mik
the tongue of men and angels, if lus avdiene
are prejudiced against lun, he would be o
a sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.

4. As hearers ought not o be prejudied
against, so should they be careful not to depeai
too much on a preacher, or think more hghy
of him than they vught to think.

There is danger here also, though it can
scarcely be doubted upon the whole peope
are more apt to undervalue than to orerch
the characters and labours of their minwien
In sume cases, however, thc numster my
almost be said to usurp the undivided atientioo
—to be in & measure an cbject of venerauon—
and hold the place of propflnet, priest and kiog
This tendency 1s not conficed to moden
times, but was prominently displayed in te
days of the Apostle Paul-—a fault which b
condemned in the Christians. For, wherew
one said, “ I am of Paul,” another, “Tam d,
Appollos;® are yo not carnal, says he; fu
who is Paul and Appollos but instruments o
God's hands by whomn you heheved?

5. To make a particular apphealion ¢
everything that i3 delivered to our own hearis.

This 18 a most important direction, and &Y
far the most profitable manner of hearing set
mons, There are few discourses deliwe

from any pulpit so poor but that they mey &



