
282 THE PRESBYTERIAN~ RECORD

TUE WOBLD'S, PRESI3YTÉRIAN COUNCIL,
OR, TO IUSE ITS EXACT DEFINIT10N,

TUIE FIFTH GENERAL COUNCIL
OF

TUE ALLIANCE

0 F

TUE REFORMED CHIURClIES
HOLDING

TRE PRESBYTERIAN SYSTEM.

O W shall I describe that brainy, henrty
gathoring of learned, thoughtfui men from

ail parts of the world, beginning with the grand
opening on the morning of September 2lst and
ending with the grander closing on the evening
of the 29th? It was indeed a foast of fat things;
a feasi of wines on tho lees, of fat things full of
marrow, of wvines on the lees well reflned.

If the human brain is as strong and keen, the
human henrt as big and tender, and the humn
soul as iofty in its spiritual aspirations as ia any
age ; if the Presbyter!an Churcli has among its
teachors men in braîn and lieart and soul tho
equals of any men ; and if their training lias
be en bohind.none in any professi5n, thea it is
certainly not too much te say of this Council,
strong thougli the statemont nîay seem, that on
the whole the worid neyer saw concontrated in
one gathoring more of power. It was a sample
of the world's ablest thouglit, animated by high
and lioly purpose, grappling with great thomes.
Whioewe have attended xnanygatheririgs that for
Pure and lofty aim could not bo bohind it, and
others, such az revival gatherings, where the
SpiritVs power, as 'vas fitting, was manifested
ini a difféent way, we- have neyer before enjoyed
se keen, se higli an inteilectual treat.

W-HÂT TUE ALLIANCE REPRESENTS.

Ninety-one of the world's reiigious organiza-
tions hold the Presbyterian system, and of those
there are eighty ini connection with thisAlliance.
At first siglit oe n-A git, nel, "&WlÉy ail this
multitude of Preshyterian Churches?" L.et it
be borne lu mind that they are in large measure
the resuit, not of either Protestant or Presby-
terian tendency te split tnto sections, but of
historical, national and.geographical linos, and
drawn by a common brotherhood, they here
reacli beyond t he bounds of nation and' kindred,
and history, anid show te ecd other and te the
world tint they are one.

TÈhese churches aire in ail lands, and of ail sizes,
from-the Evangelical Church ln Greece, -%vithi its
3 pastoral charges, 3 ministers, 4 eIders, 1 licen.
tinte, 1 theblogicai student, 40 *communicants
and 2 Sabbath scheols ; or the Free- Evangelicai
Churei -of- ,Genievai, the home of .Calin, wvithl 3
pastoral chatrges, 5 minIsters, 12 eiders, 523 com-.

municants and 4 Sabbath sehools, -on through
those of a larger growth, such as the Scottieli
cliurches or the Presbyterian Church: in Canadla,
,%vitli its 6 Synode, 49 Presbyteries, 050 -pastoral
chîarges, 014 ministers. 5,726 eiders, 75 1iceatiaýes,
232 theological students, 100,102 members, and
1890 S. Sehools, wvith 17,000 teachers, and 143,
0Ù0 seholars; up to the largest, of ail, the Presby-
terian Churcli in the United States, of America,
ivith its 30 Synods, 217 Presbyteries, 7,070 pas-
toral charges, 6,29,3 ministers, 24,475 eiders, 374
licentiates, 1,317 theologicai students, 806,796
communicants, and 6,870 S. Schoois,.Nvitl 97,415
teachers and 808,44 scholars.

0f many of these churches the majority of our
rendors have perhaps seldom heard, but some of
the comparatively small ones nmong the thou-
sands of Judlah, as well as some of the larger
and better known have a long and hionorable
history.

There are the Reformed Churches in Austrin,
in Bohemia, in Galicia, and ini Moravia, nurn-
bering among them. 90 ministers, 1,179 eiders,
and 72,622 communicants. There is the Mission-
ary Christian Churcli of Belgium, and the
Reformed Churches of the Netherlands; the
Reformcd Church of France with 650 ministers
and 86,(03 communicants ;' the Waldensiaxr
Evangelical Churcli with 79 ministers and 18,361
members. There are the churches in Russia,
Switzerland, Italy and Spain; in Englnnd, Scot-
land, and Wales; and in North and South
America ; in Japan, in China, in India and Africa;
in Australia and New Zealnnd ; the grand total
of churches holding the Presbyterinn sysîems,
being reported as 91, containing 236 Synods, 1,219
Presbyteries, 23,437 pastoral charges, 23,951
ministers, 120,933 eiders, 2,594 licentiates, 4,169
theologicai students, 4,092,965, communicants,
and 25,7088 S. schools with 405,98-7) teachers and
3,02,0,765 seholars, and representing a population
about of twenty millions.
WHEN AND WHY TUE ALLIANCE WAS ORGÂNIZED.

Twenty years ago the desire that had long been
feit by niany for a visible bond of union amoixg
the stattered mnembers, of the Presbyterian f ar-
ily, found ahappy expression in the first mneeting
of the Alliance held in Edinburgli in 1876. Aniong
the active promoters of the movement were Dirs.
Blnikie, Cairns, McCosh, and Sehaif, and othier
grent and good men, both in the United States
and I3ritain, and on the Continent of Europe,
most of Nvhom now rest from their labors.

It -%as feli by these mon that sucli a bond
would do mucli to encourage and strengthien
and aid the smal ler, and weaker ehurtihes, more
especially those laboring.under speial disadvan-
tnges on.the Continent of Europe, thatit would
broaden and deopen thesympathy ofthe stronger
churches, would aid in some measure in bringing
about u -nions among the différent bodies of Pres-
byteriauas among the same peoles, would trive
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