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Fourcroy, whlomi lie dcscribes Il as one of tho niost celebratedi Advo-
cates of lis tirne, and endowed withi ail the talents whichi are necessary
for a Legisla.tor."

Trhis gentleman, lie says, Nvas deeidely of opiniio-First-tiiat tixer
sixould bc no exceptions, not; evea ia favor of %vomea or mninors-lAýnd
Secondy-that hypothecs sixouid bear date oniy fromn the day of thecir
regiszti-ation.

Sticl enlighitened advocaey ni tst have gained a great many converts
to the cause before it couid iind favor with the llevolutionary Legisia-
turc. That it shouid have succeeded ii (loing so is a strong proof of
the weak and perishiable nature of the barriers ivitli whieli mcxc pre-
judice attempts to arrcst for any Icngthi of time the marcli of reformis
whiehl recomxnend themselves to the good sense and real intercsts of
the people at Large.

But iii the mean time another attempt lîad been made to renicdy the
evil conxplained of, by the promnulgation of te Royal Ediet of Juiie 17711,
(on wixich our Provincial Statute 9 Geo. IV. c.:20, is mainiy founded)-
But althoughi thepreamble of this Edict stated its object tobe the revival
in a different form of the Ediet of 1673, it was soon found by expt-
rience that thetLetters of Ratification which it substituted for the former
décrets volontaires, afforded security to purehiasers only, wlîile the pro-
ceedingrs taken to ôbtain theiu disclosed the creditors of the vendor to
cadi other only Mien it wvas too late-no provision being made for
the publicity of eneumbrances greneraily. Moreover, those provinces
wlîose systeins of legisiation, however i mperfeet were abolishied by this
Ediet, protesteil loudily against its enactment. iThe Flemislx paria
ment, iii its rentonstrance, deciares I-That; the puibiicity of encunt-
"brances on real property mnnst be considcred as tixe master-picce of
"wisdom, as the seal, the buiwarkz and seeurity of the riglit of pro-
"perty, as a fundamental lawv, thc operation of ivhicx lxad at ail times
"produced tixe happiest effeets, and establislied confidence as iveil as
"faciiity in the transactions of thc IJelgian people among thiemselvcs."

Thingys rcmained ia this state until the meceting of the States General.
in 1789. Every student of history is awvare of the ardent and sia-
cere desire for measures of whiolesome reform ýwhich at that; time per-
vaded ahl ranks of soeiety in France, fromn the King hiimself to the
maeanest of lis subjets,-and whichi, if skilfully directed, would have
produced incalculable benefit to, that country. The calainities w'hichi
foiiowed are mainly referrable to the fatal error of lier ruiers, ia itot;
distinguishing titis rational desire from the nere fever of innovation
into '%Vhich it regenerated in the minds of the ignorant and the
tiioughltless. The one is a laudable aspiration, ixhiel it is compara-
tively sal'e to satisfy, or even anticipate, in ail ages and iii ail places:.
the other is nt aIl uinies a most dangerous disease, and doubly so in pe-
riods like tlie one under consideration, when the long- continued denial


