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trade in the world, ail bis savings went to the poor. I'n the
monastery, his prayers and wise counsels did even greater
things than mioney. In the frequent journ-'ý ilgs that he
made with the Fathers -)n their missions, he himnself
preached, like St. Francis of Assisi, by his exainple. Qod
had given hini an extraordinary power of reaching souls.
In bis own humible way he enlighitened those in doubt, con-
firmed the weak, encouraged religious vocations and con-
verted sinners. His biographer bas recorded several instances
of Gerard' s gift of reading men' s souls and revealing tCý
thern Lhe hidden sins of their lives.

In 1755, a remarkable event took place which showed
the power that the humble lay-brother possessed near God.
During the construction of a monastery at Caposele, the
ieans of paying the workmen gave out. Gerard had charge
of the work, and in bis quandary presented a petition to our
Lord in the Tabernacle, sixnply saying, as he laid it there:
" Lord, TÉhou seest our petition ; we expeet a reply,") and
lie remained the whole of the fallowing night in prayer.
At day- break he rapped at tte door of the Tabernacle, whei
suddenly lie heard the door-beil of the monastery ringing.
Gerard lxied thither and found two smiall bags of mioney on
the door-step. Tbis was an evident answer to bis prayers.

It was during a trip that lie nmade to gather funds t<>
complete the monastery at Caposele that Blessed Gerard
was sfricken with bis last illness. Hie was always delicate
in health; bis virtue, rather than physical strengtli, kept
hixu up so long. Gerard fell into constunption, and after a
struggle of a few months against this insidious and uncon-
querable enemy, lie had to succumb.

On the lifth of September lie received the last rites of tCe
Churcli with the fervor of a serapli, and gained strengtb for
a fewv days. But early in October, the advanced symptoins
of the disease returned. The saint liad one wish ail throughi
his life, and that was to resemble our Divine Lord as xnuch
as* possible, chiefly during His Passion, and lie did what


