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from our sun and from our system. If this earth,
which moves at more than the inconceivable veloci-
ty of a million and ahalf miles a-day, were to be
hurried from its orbit, and to take the same rapid
flight over this immense tract, it would not have ar-
rived at the termination of its journey, after taking
all the time which has elapsed, since the creati-
on of the world. These are great numbers, and
great calculations ; and the mind feels its own im-
potency in attenipting to grasp them. We ean
state them in words; we can exhibit them in fi-
gures; we can demonstrate them by the powers of
arigid and infullible geometry; but nc human
fancy can summon up a lively oran adequate  con-
ception—can take in this mighty space in all its
grandeur and immensity—or lift itself up to the
majesty of that great and invisible arm on which it
is all suspende(?.

But what can these stars be which are seated so
far beyond the limits of our planetary system?
They must be masses of immense magnitude, or
they could not be seen at the distance of place which
they occupy. Theélight which they give must pro-
ceed from themselves, for the feeble reflection of
light from some other quarter could not pervade
through such mighty tracts to the eye of an observer.,

_ A body may be visible in two ways. It may be vi-
sible from its own light, as the flame of a candle, or
the brightness of a fire, orthe brilliancy of yonder
slorious sun, which lightens all below, and is the
Tamp of the world.  Orit may be visible from the
light which falls upon it, as the body which thus re-
ceives its light from the taper—or the whole assem-
blage of objects on the surface of the earth, which

. appear only when the light of day rests upon them
—or the moon, which, in that part of it that is to-



