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) “ court of the women,” and which wa®
ZHE DUTY, THE RULE, AND THE MO- 3

: immediately adjacent to the “court o
. ’?‘l\'E, A‘S SET FORTIL IN THE CASE  the Gentiles,” or the outer court. On
. OF Tl.lE POOR WIDOW. the right and left sides of the * court of
[ The following discourse, fiom the pen the women,” there was placed a nu.nber
-~ of the Rev John Thomson, Paisley, ap- of large chests, to receive the offerings of
red, under the above title, in the the people, some of which were appoint-
qme and Foreign Record of the Free ed by law, and others were frée-will of-
Chutch for December last; and has, ferings.  The money contributed was ap-
m'i{e:a gh;ir, been printed and circulated as plied ;0 repair the 1temple. to relieve the
- 8. Tract. poor, to maintain the public services of
i @ And Jesus looked up, and saw the religion, and defray the expenses con-
" vich men casting their gifts into the trea- nected with the daily sacrifices, and tho
sqry: And he saw also a certain poor other things necessary for the stated wor-
widow casting in thithet two mites. And Ship.of God. Josephus informs us that,
- be said, Of a truth 1 say unto you, that 1 his day, therc were tkirteen of these
_tis poor widow hath cast in more than chests placed in the treasury, ecach have
they all: for all these have of their abun. 8 its appropriate inseription, to inti-
- dance cast in unto the offcrings of God ; ‘e the purpose to which the contribu-
but she of her penury hath cast in all tions of the people were applied. And
the living that she had."—Luke xxi. On€ reason, evidently, why these chests
14, vere placed in the *court of the wo-
i¢ The oceurrence here related took place men,” was, in order that the women, as
“immediately before our Lord’s final de- well as the men, might have access to
sparture from the temple. As the Lord them, and might also give their contri-
“ofthe templ@, he had taken formal pos- butions to matatain the services of God’s
session of it, three days before : and dur- bouse. If they bad been placed in any
:‘i!,l‘g,that interval, he had been employed of the inner coarts, such as the  court of
{dly, in teaching the people, and pro- Jsrael™ or the * court of the priests,” the
siming the gospel. But he had scen ¥omen could not bave bad access te
ilf(,t‘le;therc to call forth his approbation. them. 4
Instead of a “house of prayer,” it had  Itis related in Mar':’s gospel, that “ma-
become a ¢ den of thicves;” and there- ny that were rich cast in much” gave
fore he was now about to depart from it large sums and liberal _contributions, as
forever. But, before this, he took alast their civcumstances and means demand-
sorowful view of its snered and magnifi- ed. But there was one, clothed in the
Tt courts, and sat down opposite the garments of poverty, who manifested
easury, where at length bé observed a greater liberality, greater love to God,
Tanifestation of moral principle, which and more_implicit dependence on His
agskened in his roind intense interest, providential care, than all the rest. The
and called forth his highest approbation. sum she‘gave was small in itself; and
.. The treasury was situated in that part yet Jesus said, * Of a truth I say, urito
of the temple which was called the you, that this poor widow hath'-‘c;a;s“tjp
e
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