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tion on the eubject, it is not unworthy of
notice that the mode adopted by him and
his brethren of stating the grounds of dit
ference betwixt the two Synods, is inge-
niously fitted at once o create an nnjuss
prejudice against the Free Chuveh, as if
they held perscenting principles, and to
divert attention from the matters with
respeet to which those who have cmbrac-
ed the New Light have departed from
the prineiples of those whom, with little
regard to truth, they persist in calling
their ¢ fathers of the Secession ”  Itison
the ground of this departure from princi-
X s )
ples forinerly held; that the Xree Church
caunot, in consistency with her obligut-
on whereto she had already attained 10
walk by the same ruie, to mind the same
thing, enter into a union with such ; and
it is to the fact that there has been such
a departurefrom principles formerly pro-
fessed that attention must zow be direct-
ed.

There is perhaps no one element of
Bible doctrine on  which the senti-
ments of the original Sceeders stand out
in bolder reliety than that which regards
the duties which the Civil Magistra ¢ is
bound to discharge in behalf of the true
religion. The general principles of this
doctrine are stated in the following terms,
by one who had thoroughly imbibed the
spirit _of the original Seceders, and
who, although inveived in the charge of
holding persecuting principles which has
bzen so audaciously orought against the
adberents to the Old Light, was one of the
most enlightened expounders of the rights
of conscience and of the true principles
of civil and religious liberty with which
the last generation was blessed.  ‘Thelare
Dr. McCrie, in his « Statement of the
Difference,” Pp. 78-81, says, “ That
more special concern whica certain per-
sons have with religion, particularly in
consequence of their being placed, ac-
cording to divine instituion, in offices
properly religious and ecclesiastical, in
which the immediate administraiion of
relizous ordinances is committed unto
them, aud unto which they are 10 ¢ give
themselves wholly,” does not set aside the
more general coucern which other per-
sons have with it as connected with their
office and station, and those powers and
dudies which ave fovaded in nature and
more clearly unfolded by revelation.—
Whea masters and parents employ their
ausbority for promoting religion, they do
not interfere with the office of ministers
of the goapel, nor does their power there-
by become esclesiastical, but atill romains
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herile and pavental. In like manner,
when civil rulers employ their authority
for the same. purpose, they do net en-
wroach npoa the proper business ot church
courts; L power remains civil and po-
litieal, and dues not becomeeeclesiastical
or spiritual, although it be exercised a-
hout objects rehgious and ecelusiastical.
o set aside or deny the powers belong-
ing unto any of these, becanse we may
not be abie exactly to define their limirs,
or becanse they may interfere with, and
encroach wpon one another (which, in
real life, and among erving and corrupt
men, may be expected), would be unvea-
sonable and absurd. In large and exten-
stvesoercties, in particular, which are co-
ordinate, such as a Kingdom,and a church
of equal or nearly equal extent, and con-
sisting cheefly of the same individuals,
there must be more danger of such in-
terferences,with the jealousics consequent
upon them; yet as these do not arise
from any formal or particular alliance
[witness the interference of tie Court of
Session with the United Secession, in the
Falkirk case referred to in the seventh
Ariicle], but from circumstances result-
ing from their co-existence and actings,
so far from being an objection against ¢-
very connection and alliance, they, on
the contrary, demons rate the propriety
of agreeing to aud establishing such rules
as may bid faivest for preventing these e-
vil§, and for conducting matters so as that

th societies may gatn their ends more
fully to their murtual benefit.”

Having referred to the necessary dis-
tinction between church and state, and
tbe independence of the former upon the
latter inall_her intrinsic jurisdiction and
administration, he proceeds to say in his
own name and in the name of the breth-
ren who were associated with him in pro-
testing against the deed of the Antiburg-
her Synod in favor of the New Light—
“ Bui, in full consistency with these prin-
ciples, they think they can maintain, that
civil authority may be lawfully and be
neficially employed in the advancement
of religion and the Kingdom of Christ.—
The care of religion, in the general view
of'it (in which respect the consideration
of it is previous to that of the form which
it assumes in consequence of supernatural
revelation and the ervection of a chuich
state), beiongs to the magistrate’s office
and 1t is his duty to watch over its exter-
nal interests, and to exert himself in his
station 10 preserve upon the minds of his
suhje™ts an impression of its obligations
and sanctions, and to suppress irreligien,



