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followved in the tables is per'haps siii'e tlian thiat of the
educational reports froni the otler provinces of the Dominion,
wvhile, the evidence of advancemnent in every departinent, of oui
educational woî'k cani be readily collated froi nearly eveî'y page
of its easily-understood con itenîts.

-Ii this connectionl it oughit to be borne iii mmiid that a
systein of educationi, like any other systemn, oughlt, not to lie
judged by what, it is not, but by what iL is ineant, to be and
wvhat it does for the people. Eduicationa.,l systemis are a growth.
As bas been said by a writer of somne note: " No one particular

C.g1 ca Iresciie the mnethods foi' succeediing age s: no, oiie
nation foi' ail suicceding, nations; nîo race foi' ail othet' races.
Sehlools are ail orgrani je rowth. They -epresent more or les.,
perfectly the wants and spirit, of the nation. Modm îethods,
of teaching and administration slloul(I, tlierefoî'e, repr.,esenit
the existing .st-ate of knowledg-e and civilizatioî,notteoslt
leariiinin ethods or admninistrations of past ages." And, as
Herbert, Speniei also saiys: "«Educational systeins are not inade,
but gî'ov; and w'ithiimî bî'ief periods the gî'owth is insensible."
Aild if the critics of oui' systcmn w'ould only kzeep thîsq axioni
ini view, they wouild be more likeiy to favour the efforts that
are heing put foî'th to implnov'e oui' pr'ovince educationalir
iii the direction of the inecessities of the peop)le of the prvne
F or examuple, the 11ev. M'illiainson bias laid before the i'eaders
Of the, R'ECORD a seheine and a contrast. In our opinion, the
sehienie, is soinewhiat preinatiure, and the comtrast, a littie ont of
place. iere cani be no Imaii, hioweveî', iii discuissingç the
sleeme, foi' iii reaching out towards the higher standar'd we
mniay inaterially inipro\'e our curriiculum ini the direction of our
inecessities.

-At a inen ici' the l)resiIellcy of Professoi' Piî'ie, Dr.
Ferdinand made anl iint>restiiwr statenient of the î'csîlts of
inivestigations miade into the condition of the eyesighrt of chUl-
dren attending public sehools in Aber'deen. Iii schools wheî'e
the liygieiei pî'ecautions w'ere, at thei' ninînniiiii, Dr.~ Fer'dinand
said Ile foinid that ont of *200 children 34 we'e, sulfcî'ing froni
loiig-sigh-Itednieýss, and ini a school attended by iiiddle-class cl-
dren. there weî'e 941 ont of 632 wlbo liad lon<r-sirlît. The net
resuit of bis inivestiganýtions wvas tbat, out of 8:32 childi'cn examn-
iine( 128 were, longc-sighitcd, 143 short-sighited, and 1*3 had other
diseases alècting the vision, nîaking a total of 284, or yen'
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