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Pupils will quickly observe for thernsi.dves several points,
e. g., that the denorninator deteriiieýs the inmher of parts
into which each unit is to be di vided, that we mult.iply the
units by thoe denoinin-ator, th-àt we add to the product the
number of similar parts represented hy the numerator. In
this way they xvil arrive at a mile inductiveIy. I do flot
think it is worth your while to make yongi childreil put
the rule into words and memorise it. At tihis stagre it 18
sufficient if they caii work examples and draw~ diagrams to
illustraTe the inethod..

I shall conclude hy grivingrsome guaiding principles which
mnay hielp you in teachingr arithmetic. These inethods eau
be conlidently recominended, as they have been success-
fully tried for some years now iii our city sehools. For a
long imie wxe were dissatislied with resuits ini this subjeet,
but since w'e have folloxved the inethods that I amn about
to indicate, a markzed iinprovement has taken place.

1. Give a largre amomit of mental %%,S-k, or work that
may be donc without the usý- of written, figures. Three
objects are sougrht iii mental exercises

(a> Illustration of prineý,iples Your atteution has already
bec» drawn to this point, so that no more iieed be sait1
ui>on it.

(b) IDevelopment oif the logrical powers. With childrcn
from six to teii vears of age writtcn problems are ont of
place.

Mental probleis only shoffld be tised. Explanatory and
analytic stattements made by pupils at this stage should be
of the simplest character consistent with clearness. They
should represent the ptipil's thougrht and be clothed in lan-
guag(Ye of his own) choice. The unnecessary repetition of
ready-xnade f'ormulas is to ho avoided. Such repetition
deadens and bewilders the thinking powers, and resuits
principally in an eflbrt, to recail a set form of -xvords. The
flrst trainiung of i he child's logrical powers is to ho lookzed for
ini the solution oif mnental, nlot of written problems.

(c) Cultivation of the ability to work by short processes.
We are ail iàamiliar with the child, who Iaboriously adds
upon lis slate halves and quarters with the aid of his L. C.
M. This is thè resuit o1 (efective teaching. Pupils shouid
be trained froin the first to manipuLite, not only simple
numbcrs, but littie fractions at. sigrht, and 1-y the shortest
maethods. The more instantaneousIy and int-1itively resuits
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