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Brv A. E. Cross, AWCT,~OTEL

The nearniess of an ob.ject oftcn embarrasses the behiolder and
prevenits hinli froîn foriig 'a proper conception of it.

This difficulty is of a nàaure to be espccially feit by one who
wvouk1ç write or speak of hlis own language. lie inay- be quick
to detect the faults of others and yet at the sainîe time un-
consciousiy unmke inistakes of bis Qwn. The, contact; betwvecn
)îiluseif and his subjeet is so close tluat it is not always practi-
cable for the -%vriter to grive iirst place to the tluiîg of first
importance and kcep other things at tieir lJ1opei' distance ini
the back-gromid. Moreover, in the active age in wluicl w'e live,
people are cither- ini such haste to becoilne rich or so inteiîtly
bent upon riding particular hobbies that they dIo not stop to
tlîink upon suchi a comnnonplace thiiug as inanner or style in
speech zas long" as the Speaker' ealu llale hiiself undicristood.
Hence, wec have becone indulgent towvards crroi' and sioven-
liîîcss of expression, and sonuetinies evenIinCI to derive a sort
of deniocratie gratification froîîî playing fast and loose Nvith all
ries of grianuar and notion of -style. Forînlerly slang mas
associated ini ou i nds wvîth the locality of the prize-ring and

*A paper read before the Teachers' Convention held in Shecrbrooke in
October, 1895.
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