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omit a roal radiaxice, iwhiclî proves lîolpful to mon as' they stumblo in ti
darkness, beca-tse that radianco je borrowed fromn Hirm who is tho world's truc
and anivereal Light. "Hie lighlteth every man that conîeth into the world;"'
and so, there je somo truth to bu found iii ail religions, because in the heart
of every inu there je a lamp placed, whicli je watchied over and guarded by
God. Men tell ue sornotinios, that tMie miaxime anid precepts of the Bible cani
be cailled from tlie Vedic hymunis and froin the writinge of Confucius. WVol,
what of it 1 Certainiy, Christ did not borrow fromi Iiidia or from, Cin!a. The
great world ]ay in the liglit of Hie teaching just as in that of the teachixigs of
(',oinfucitisanxIdSocrates. No maxi caims that lie iîîtroduccdl any change iii the
coiistituents of moral law or govornniiont. Lt was the substitution of the lighit
of the sun for that of the inoon, or of an Orient'il lamp. Other religions than
Christianity have taughlt the inimnortaiity of the coul, anid probably the fineet
plîilosophical argument evor evolved wae evolved more than two thousand
years ag,,o by the most spirituial of ail Grecian philosophers-Plato. The be-i
lief in the inîmortality of humanity is wrought into man'e being, and hie be-

*ljeves it for the same reason as the heart beats and the lungs expand by action
of the -air-because hoe cannot h&e3p it. And yct the fiiith was oxily tenitative
aîid shadowy uintil the Lord Jesu;i Christ caine, with the truc Light buirning on
His lips, and shiîîing from Hie forni. The doctrine of immortality lins been
taughit by many ini the ages that have passed away, but.) eaus Christ was the on-
ly oîîc wlîo so taught it that mon were compolled to hear and bolieve. It seeme
to me that wce are forced to go one etep furthier ; for when wc c,'me to ana-
lyse the idea of authority v.3 Bnd that true autliority lies iii tlie ability of the
teacher to quickeî the intellience, aud to aivake a responsive echo to the
ides lie je endeavouriug to impart. And so wvith our Lord Jesuis Christ.
The fuindamental fact of ail moral and spirituai life is the vital and indestruce-
tible relaýtion that everylhtinian hesrt sustaiis to Jesuis Christ. fie "lighteth
every mani that, cometh into the world." Hie lighiteth cvery mani because Hie
is thte truc Ligyht, from. whom ail reason, everywhere snd alwv.ye, derives its
eniergy and radiance. Hie " lighteth every mani that comieth iato, the world,»
so that ive are bound to assume that no maxi liase ever lived wîo, lias flot
hiad sufficient light whereby hie might have walked iii safety. Every mari
lias thîe light ef reason aud conscience, which, hiowever uusatisfactory, je that
which je griven to liim froin God ; and hoiwever unsatisfactory aud fragînn
tary its gruidance may bc, maxi cýtnînc afford to ignore it altogether. There
are corne lande wvhere the gospel neyer lias been heard; cisc why doee this
Society exiet <i eise why do wve distribute Bibles 1 But there je nevertheiese
sin iii these places; and where there is sin there je a knowledge of riglit
aud wrong. Iii othier ivords, everywhere there je a recogniition of the euprem-
acy of moral laiw, and becauso tlie word of God canuot be broken, becauso Rlic
0(overniment le alwas one and the camne, therefore wve insiet anid couclude that
wherc inraI iaw existe, there grace je present. Therefore ive coucludo that
i10 wrongr lias been doue to tliose ivlho lived and pxîeced away before Christ
caine into the world, and ahl those who have lived a-nd pased away since
Uis advent, without hearing the blessed message of Hie ministry te mcen, be-
cause eo machel of higlîit as je essentisi. to reepoxieibiiity belonge to, every in
even ùy virtue of t.he creative act of God whichi nakes him mn. But if it be
truc, that personal accounitsbiiity is not dopendent upon thiat kxiowledge of
God wvhich is tauglit iii tlîe Scripturec, corne of you may ask the question-

wiliy support ournmissionary orga,.nizationis? 7 Yoa may argue that it would
be just ns wieli to lbave moin as they are and te, dieband our maisQiousry and
uir Bible socicties. 1 would reply that we should continue the efforts we are

îiakiing for the saine reason tlîst we avail ourselves of the privileges and ad-
valitages offered us by railways, sud cixîco tleir introduction have dispexised
Wvitli the oid-fashioncd stago,,-coach that wve were wont to use in yeas that arc
passed ; or, for the saine roason that we enuif out our candieq .'hcn the Sun
rises; because the ra'd*iauce of the sun je iniitely botter than that of the


