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trine of justification before God thronghl Bis perfec-; righteousness alone-
upon the office of faith in appropriating tliis rîglîteousziess and makiniit

iour own-upon the truth, that salvation ia grounded purely in Divine
Grace, independent of humnan inerit-upon thse fact, of the sinnei~s entire
estrangrensent frorn God, and his jnst coudemination under a perfect aud hioly
Iawv-upoin the necessity of regeneration by the HoIy Gliost; who quickens uis
from spiritual death into, spiritual life-upoii personal hioliness as tihe neces.
sary voucher of a regenerate state-upon the offices of the Holy Spirit ini ré-
newing, en.gtuncoinforting, sanictifying atid gl,,orifying the believer-
upon the resurrection of the dead, and the final jiudgnsiet-uponi the eternal
blesseduess of thse rcdeenîed in Heaven, and tiue everiasting punishment of
the iwickedl in Hgell-tupon cach and upon ail tisese supreine trutis ivhici are
the ribs of the Christianu systcm, there is not the breadth of a liair wiic di-
vides the Evangelical churehes of this country or of Erîgland. WVhy in thtis
rapid enumeration 1 have riu p a ininificent, creed w]sichi noue upoin this
platformi to-night wossld hiesitate to subscribe ; and yet I havia stated onily in
part the doctrinal corsenssas of the (2atholic Ohiurch of God uipon carth. It is
truc, it, would not, be difficnl.t to draiv up a formidable list of topics lipoil
wvhichi we wnldl honiestly dividie. Yet tisis would happen on]y w'hen we
camne to, specificatioxi of thse ininor details of tihe system, or fo questions of
external order whichi do ilot touchi the vitals of Cisristiauity at ail. Upoit
the 53'steIsi, itseif as it stands before us ini its essential facts, we agree as wsth
tle heart, and the voice of one mnia.

Tîsere arises dieu froin titis diversity in uiiity a capital idvantage, that
these different braniches of thec durch beconie concurrent witne.qses for' the
truth whicls tisey hbld in colînon. There is no coinpulsory unil ormity in
thecir iestiunony. There is no collusion betweeii the witiiesses, pa4 ciling, up a
system, ta bc imposed upon the credulity of nien. But in tihe free, exercise
of private judigxneut, oach has bout, over the sacrect volunme to find ont its
nseaning for hiiuself. That the investigation las been indepondent, and free,
is provod by tAeir obstinate difforence in givon particulars ; auda thecir inaiiim-
ity in afirningii tlie 4ruitls ivhich lie at. the licart of the system, is a lighit
shining upon the J3iblo such as cotild oinly be producod by the convergence oi
separate rays to a conunon foctis.

WVhy is it that, thse life of our Lord is wvritten by the four Evangelisis ?
could not one historianl have given the substantive facts, without, the~ appar-
enL repotition of thein by the othier three? \Vly should Mattliew, %vitls his
oye fixed tipon the .Jewishi people, cast biis narrative into a forus whicis accui-
mulates the testiîntonies to thc essa i of .Tesus? Why shio;id( Luk-e
with lus eye fixed uponi the Geut.ile nationis, brin nt ti iiiiite and expres-
sive features thse true Isuxan nature of Clirist-puitting Ihumu tIns iu sympa-
thetic relations te the hunmait race,.Illd tin)ging his Gospel withssuds a, Paulinle
colour of thougit? .And why should Jolin, the huiy unystie of the Apestoic
College, gobath- of ail] this i:'to the pre-existence, of Christ ivho "in thc bc-
4ginniugrwa the Word that, was w~ith God, and w~as God "-reditilg, those w-mi-
derful discourses which breatie the msusic of influite love froin the bosoan of
tIe Father? î Why thtis four-sided history of the Redeenler on eartls? 1 do'
not pretend to -ive ai) exhaustive auswer to thiese questions, toucsixw the
mainifold mses of just sudh a history as this. But undeni.-bl3- there, is an ad-
vantage to us i beingr able to go, around that, blessed life uipon ail the sides
of tIe square, as liglit and shýadfe fill ulpon it from north, soitth, east aud west.
Ma~y it not, be in analogy with ail this, that the chsurchi of God lias boenai-
Iowed to, front ail the points of compmss in the variations which liave been iii-
dicatcd ; in order that the solid temple of trtuth. -ithiiu xay be rocogu-Iised.as
one anid alone by t]he very niuber of faces it is able t, present,?

I amn warned by tihe dlock tliat I maust close. Oins ian friends, 1 suppose
you have felt, in those tender mxomnts wluich soieti ies couse to us in tie
closet, ail envy of those wlso cnjoycd, the privilege of lookiug uipon the face
of our Lord ou earth.


