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The richness and variety of language depends, in a great
measure, on the number of synonyrnous wvords and phirases it con-
tains; and, as a race advances in civilization and scientific pro-
gress, therc is invarîaLbly tounid to, bc- a corresponding coincident
increase in the quantity of synonym-.s iLs language possesses. They

* greatly contribute, and in fitct are almost the sole cause of,
copiousness and fiuency of speech. Thcy are also of immense
utility in giving to a lainguage strength and vigor of expression by
serving the purpose of repetition, %vhich is one of the strongest
means of rendering expression forcible. Synonyms are indeed
stronger than mere repetition, for a skillful use of them, iii addition
to giving force 'to the expression, adds to it at the same time
another relative, though distinct, idea. Without synonyms,
men could flot express the firier shades of meaning and the subtler
touches of expression ; rhetoric wouldi be madle difficult if flot

* impossible.
It is indeed very important to possess a clear conception of

the use and distinction of synonyms. With a great many writers
of the present day strict accuracy in w~ords is not observed, wvith
the result that their style is loose and shadowvy, ancl lacks clear-
ness and precision. Coleridge used to say that one person out of
a hundred used correctly the words notion and zdea. Suchi words
as edzîcation and instrac/zon, g'overninent and admzilistra/zon are

* frequently confused and wrong ly interchanged. And shaîl we
mention that well-knowvn coniounding ot synonynms which, during
the last session of Parliament, caused such a political turnult and
agitation ? Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the Canadian Premier, while

*. defending the government's action in appointing, iilitary offWcers
in the eastern provinces contrary to the wvîsles and suggestions of
Lord Dundonald, the General Oficer Commianding, used the %vord

IIforeigner," as applying to Lord Dundonald. Immediatelv, how-
ever, lie corrected himself by substitutinig the word Ilstranger,"p

and furtlier liimiting his meaning to "lstranger in the eastern
counties." The Premier at once became the target, from the
press of the Opposition, of niany unfiattering epithats, "ldisioval"
being one of the chief. For wvas it iîot, they said, the iost

* manifest disloyalty to apply the appellation "lforeigner," or even
stranger," to a nobleman f rom the ïMother Country, and one of


