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OFFICERS OF ONTARIO BEE KEEPERW
ANNOCIATION, INS3—~

Prosident, I)r. Thom, Streotsville ; 1st Vice-President, S.
T. Potit, Belmont; 2nd Vice-President R. McKnight,
Owen Sound ; Secy.-Treas. Jacob Spence, Toronto.

Execorive, Cousitree—D. A. Jones, Beoton, Wm.
Campbell, Cayuga ; S. Webster, Doncaster ; F. H. MoPher-
son, Beston ; P. C. Dempsoy, Trenton.

Communications on tho business of tho Association, and
Bee-Euepers' Department of the Canadian Farmer to be
addressed to tho Secretary-Treasurer, 251 Parliament St.,
Torouto.

MEMBERSHIP ONTARIO BEE KEEPERY
ASSQCIATION.

Bome few of last year's members have not yet
renewed. Surely now, friends, Tue Rura. Caxa-
AN and just this hittle reminder ought to be suf-
ficient to bring up the list to the full former num-
ber at least—a word to the wise.

HONEY MARKET NOTE.

Toronto seems overstocked in this particular
commodity at present, both in comb and extrac-
ted. Times have becn Lard; and, somechow,
most people still seem to class honey as a Juxury
rather than a staple article of diet. Its real vir-
tues are not sufficiently known. Prices in quan-
tity may be quoted nominal, 10 cents to 103
cents extracted ; and 15 cents to 17 cents in sec
tion, with dull demand.

IMMENSE MORTALITY.

Amongst be:s not often has there been so
disastrous & winter in Canada. Reports from
all over indicate ecxtremely heavy losses—in
some places a complete « sweep cutl™ In
many instances over half perished, while, how-
ever, a few bave come through all right. Now
ought to be & good time to makc tLe desirable
discovery of the proper conditions of safety,esp: .°
ally safety in extra culd seasons. The mode of
wintering which bas brought bees out this sprivg
in good cundition onght to be surely accounted
worth knowing cnd worth tellizg about. It might
.also be wortby of record, too—if only properly as-
<ertained the—~true cause of death.

It is not sufficient to say the extremely cold
winter, for thiz has been equally intense where the
bees are jet alive. Trotection, quality of stores,
condition of atmosphere in beehouscs and cel:
lars, no doubt, each and all bave had influcnce.
Has not the strengtb, i.c., tho bulk of cluster, and
so the ability to keep warmth, the most of all to
do with it ?

Bat not only a few hives of bess have come
through all right.  Several bee keepers report all
safe or very ncatly so, with only a loss of two or
three out of 120. Now surely these realiy good
managers arc also good natured enough (at Jeast
somo of them are) to amply enlighten us all on
this all-itaportant point. Theory and practice.
We must accept the axiom, cffects always havo
causes. Beces bave perished.  Beeshave surcived.
How! Why and wherefore.

Tag eggs of the queen beo aro hatched by the
heat of the cluster. The bees should be given all
possible assistance to maintain the required tex-

PROSPECIS FOR THE SEASON.

BY P. F. HOLTERMAXN, BRANTFORD.

Roports from all parts of the country indicate
that the past winter bas been a very severe one
on bees. A glanco at the previous season may in
& measure explain this. Our surplus was chiefly
from bees feeding on clover. Those strong, this
bloom yielded a profit, while bees that bad to build
upon the neotar from the flowor obtained no sur-
plus. Basswood yielded in & fow localities fairly
for one day, but many gave no yield owing pro-
bably to cold weather. July was very cool.
Thistle whichaequires frequent showers and a
moist atmosphere to yield honey,not having these
favourable conditions, yielded little. Fall flowers
were also largely a failure; added to this the sud-
den aimospheric changes appeared to cause an un-
usual consumption of stores during the latter part
of summer and during the fall. As a result of
this we have colonies left to their own resources,
as follows: a fair amount of honey in store
at the close of clover bloom upon which they bad
to depend largely until the latter part of May ; the
following year brood rearing ccased early as no
honey came in. Bees weredeficient in stores and
enfeebled by age when they went into winter quar-
ters, therefors we can expect nothing but heavy
losses. On the other hand careful and progressive
beo keepers know what they must expect un-
less they assist their bees and moderately stimu-
late iate brood rearing. They see as soon as
possible that the bees have sufficient stores of a
proper kind and are in proper condition. Such
men do not lose very heavily.

1t also appears that box-hive men have suffered
terribly, and no doubt it will be a leszon for such
to adopt the more modern and improved applian-
ces in bee keeping. Since commencing this arti-
cle T have taken a tour amongst bee-keepers and
I find cases where some have been almost en-
tirely exempt from loss and others in the same
locality have lost as high as balf. One-third of the
colonies estimated as lost will perbaps be a pretty
correct estimate of the loss. Those wintering their
bees outside report the heaviest losses. Bees
have no doubt been gathering boney and pollen
very plentifully, owing to the warm daye and
nights we bave had, but to-day there are slight
flurries of snow and the bees are at home.
Lafer cn T will try and send in a report with
aclual figures of losses. Bees appear to have
perished in large numbers after March 1.

NOTES FROAM THE BIENEN ZEITUNG,
GERMANTY.

BY JULIUS HOFFMAN.

Dr. Dzierzon says. The quietness or dormaney
of bees does uot depend ... LI zher or lower tem-
perature, but on the conditivn of vegetation.

1t is therefore quite wrong to suppose that bees
maust not be kept warm in winter, in order to
keep them in quict repose. Instinct makes them
keep quiet when no honey or pollen is to bo
found, excepling somwc occasional purifying flights.

Foul air and want of water in connection with
coid weather are tho principal causes of bad
wintering. Cold weather will not prevent bees
from too early breeding, as low temperatare will
condense much moisture, which induces bees to
breeding. A warmer and more even temperature
will rather retard breeding at unseasonable
times.

The best time for the beginning of brood-rear-
ing is when they begin to carry patural pollen.
Bees are taken care of in winter in & dark cellar
or similar locality, but plenty of fresh air should
be admitied into the celisr and hives.

Bees that will winter well cut of dooes or in

the cellar are those that possess overy desirable
quality as honey gatherers. The summer stand
is & propor place to winter bees, and when the
right strain is devoloped we can winter them as
successfully as wo can our cattle and with as
little trouble. Now, my friends, do not go into
the  fancy bees ”* too deeply; seoure thoso whiokh
contain the largest number of the desirable and
esgential requisites whioh ensure the best results.
When you have secured such a strain which
contains the desoribed qualities (and you certainly
can produce them by careful seleotion and breed-
ing) then shall we have solved the winter pro-
blem, and have the coming bee.

BUILD UP YOUR HUME MARKETS.

This, we verily believe, is the best advice that
can be given to apiarists generally. There
should be & steady and growing demand for Lhoney
in every locality in America, no matter whether
it be a large axr small place.

The large markets are well sepplied with honey
while in the smaller ones it is often & very scarce
article. This should not be the case when the
boney is produced in the country. Just think of
it! The country merchants in all the Western
States are continually ordering honey, both comb
and extracted, from the wholesale grocers of
Chicago, and thus it has to be shipped tiice when
none would be necessary, if every horae market
were kept well supplied by the producers near it.

Let every honey producer see to it that all the
towns in his jmmediate vicinity are well supplied
with good honey, put up in attractive packages,
and this will in & great measuare remedy the evil,
and keep prices up to a paying basis. The Indi
ana. Farmer has the following which is just to the
point :

*We know of persons who dispose of good
crops of honey at a fair price among their neigh-
bours, while others do not try to dispose of &
pound at home, but seek a iarge market at a loss
to themselves.”

The example has been often recorded, how an
enterprising bee-kecper has bailt up a local trade
which is not only lucrative, but a steady thing,
year after year; and when we think of the saving
of freight rates and breakages,does it not pay well
to look after the home markets? Just think of
it! Five hundred or a thousand leaflets with the
prodacer’s name and address on them would sgell
tons of horoy every year in almost any neigh-
bourhood. Try it, and astonish youreelves with
the result! The only necessity is to have good
honey in attractive packages, and energy enough
to push the sale and make the market.

STARTING IN THE BEE BUSINESS.

At the start it will depend altogether on
the extent to which you intend to go. If you
want only one or a few colonies for honey to be
used at home, for study or as ornament to your
place, any of the standard works on bee-culture
will give you sufficient theoretical knowledge to
begin with. In connection with this, you should,
if possible, vieit some practical bee-keeper, waici.
him through the varions manipmiutions in the
apiary, ask the ¢ why avd wherefore” of anything
you do not understand. The same course may
be pursued if you intend eventually to go into
bee keeping on a larger scale, have at present
some other business on which you depend, or to
wbich you are confined, but which you hope some
tima to Ieave for the more congenial culture of
bees. You should also sabscribe for one or more
of the principal bee papers. There has, witkin
the 1ast decade, been such s radical change in
the mansgement of bees that no sensible man
would now think of Jeeging them s his grand-



