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son, leston ; P. C. Dempsey, Trenton.

Communications on tho business of tho Association, and
flee.Keepers'Departmont of tue Canadran Fariner to bc
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Toronto.

ME1MBERSHIIP ONTARIO .BEE KEEJ>IEIS'

.ASOCI T'JON.

Borne fow of iast ycar's niembers have not yet
renewed. Surely now, fricnds, TuE liuV. G&NA-
nvAN an&7just thîs littie reminder ought tu bc sur-
ficient to bring up the list to the full former num-
ber at least-a word te the wise.

HONEY M1AREET NOTE.

Toronto seenis overstocked in this particular
coxnmodity at present, both ini coxnb and extrac-
ted. Times have been liard; ana, somehow,
Most people 6t111 seem te css heîiey as a iuxury
rather than a stapie article uf diet. Its rt:al vir-
tues are net sufflciently known. Prices in quan-
tity may be ouotea nominal, 10 cents to 101
cents extracted, ana 15 cents tu 17 cents in sec-
tien, witb duli demand.

IMMENSE 3MORTALJ2'Y.

* Âningst bc--. not often bas thora been so
disastrous a wintcr ini Canada. Iteports fron-i
ail over indicate extremnely heavy losc-"!n
soein places a comiplete «" sweep -t In
many instances over balf perishcd , wbile, bow-
ever, a few bave corne through al right. 2'owv
ought to bc a god time to makc '.Le desirablc
discovery cf the proper conditions of saféty, csT.,
ally safety in extra cula seasons. The mode of
wintcring wvhielh bas brouglit beS out this sprirg
in good ccndition ongbit to be snrely acrount<.d
Worth L-ncwing r.nd worth tellirg about. Ti nxigbt
-aiso bc worthy of record, too-if only properly as-
-certaincdl Uic-truc cause of dc*ath.

It is flot sufficient to say the extremeiy coli
winter, for thuî. lias been equally intense where the
becs are 3ct alive. Irtection, quality of stnres,
condition ù! atuiosphere in bee hnuseb and cel]
lais, no djUt, ec anau ail have lad influence.

IHas -net thc strength, i.c., the buik of cluster, ana
80 the ability to l-ce» warmth, the znost cf ail to
do with it 9

But not only a fcw hiçes or buss have corne
* tlirough ail right. Severai bec-kecrecrs report ait'

sfo or very ncariy au, wth only a Ioss of twu oor

ibreçà out o! 12o. Now surely thesc reality good
managers are, aise guod naturcd enough (al keest
somaofe tbcm are) Wo amply enhigliten us ail on
tliis ail-important point. Theory and practice.
Vie must accept the axioni, cffects aiways have
causes Becs bave Iperislied. Becs bave srired.
How? 1 Vhy and wbereforc.

Tas eggs of the quecn bea are hatcbed by tho
heat cf the -cluster. The bees should be given al
posaibie aaiatanoe to maintaïzt the required tem-

THE ]RURtAL CANADIAN.

PROSPECTS F01OR TRE SEA SON.

11Y Il. P. IIOLTERMANN, BIRAN4TFORD.

Rleports fiou ail parts o! ts country indieato
that the past winter has been a very severe one
on becs. A glanco at theprevious season may in
a measure explain this. Our surplus was ebiefly
freml becs feeding on clover. Those streng, this
blooin yielded a profit, wbilo becs that badl te build
tupon the nectar from tlie fiower obiaineft no sur-
plus. Basswood, yielded in a few localities fairly
for one day, but many gave ne yield owing pro.
bably te cold 'weatber. July was very cool.
Thistie wliicàtequireii frequent showers and a
înoist atmosphero te yield benoy, nothbaving these
favourable conditions;,yielded littie. Fallflowers
were aise largely a failure; addaed te, thie thc sud-
den atmospherie changes appeared tu cause an un-
usual consunp tien of stores during the latter part
of summer and during the lu. As a resuit cf
this we bave colonies left Wo their own resourceb,
as follows:. a fair amount of honey in store
at the close of clover bloomi upon which they baad
tel depend iargely until the latter part of May; tbe
follewingyear brood rearing ceased early as ne
honey came ii. Becs weredeficient in stores and
enfeebled by age when tbsy went into winter quar-
ters, theretoro we eau expeet nothing but heavy
losses. On the other hand careful aud progressive
beo keepers kuew wliat Uisy nmust expect u-
lesa they assist their becs ana moderateiy stimu-
late jato brood rearing. They ses as soon as
possible that thc becs have sufficient stores of a
proper kind and are in proper condition. Sncbl
men do net lose very beavily.

It aise appears that box -hive men have suffereà
terribly, and ne doubt it wiil be a lesEon for suob
te adopt the more modemn ana improvcd applian-
ces in bee-keeping. Since cemmoncing this arti-
cie I bave tal-en a tour amongst bee.Iieepers ana
i finit cases whvere corne have been alxnost en-
tirely exempt frein loss and others in the sanie
locaiity haye lest as bigli as bal!. One-third of the
colonies estiniated a2 lest will perhaps bie a pretty
,xrrect estimnatc ef the les. Those wiutcring t heir
bees outsidc report the beavicet lossea. Becs
have ne doubt been gathering boney and pollen
vers plentifully, owing to the warm days and
ilights ve have lad, but to-day there are slight
fiirries of suow and the becs are at homne.
Latér ru I wifll try and rend in a report witb
actual figures of losses. Becs appear tel have

perished in large numbere after March 1.

NOTES FROM THIE BIEÎVEN ZEITUNG,

GERMANY.

DYT JbLTUS XIOFPMAS.

Dr. Dziurzon says.- The quietness or dormancy
of buces dlcc not dcpcnd _ -",,-ber or iower teni-
perature, but un thc conditi.z. of vegetation.

It is therefore quite wrong Wu suppose that becs
muet net becIicpt warrn in -%inter, in order to
kcep tbem, in quiet repose. Instinct makes theni
kicep quiet wbcn ne boey or pollen je Wo bo
found, ex-cepting som.; occa5ional purifying fiights.

roui air ana waut of water in connection with
cold weather are tho principal causes cf bad
winxtering. cola weather 'Win .t j.rç;,çct becs
from toc early breeding, as low temperature will
condense much uxoisture, which induces bes Wo
breeding. A warnier and more eves teîperature
will ratIer retard 'breeding at unseasonable
tinies.

The best tume for the begipuiug cf brood-rcar-
ing ie whon they begin to carry natural pollen.
Becs are taken carc cf in winter in a dark cellar
or similar locality, but pienty cf freah air ahouia
b. amittea into thé ce4«a a hiw&
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thec elar are those that possess every desirabie
quality as honoy gathererB. Tbe sammer stand
is a propor place te *wintor becs, and when the
riglit strain is devoloped we eau 'winter tbem as
successfuily as vo can our cattie ana with as
littîs trouble. Now, my fricnds, de net go into
thIl fancy becs " tee deeply; seoure these whieli
contain thc largest number ef the desirable aud
essential requisiten wbich ensure thc boest resuits.
When youi have secured, suaI a strain whioh
centains tho desoribed qualities (and yen eertainly
ean produce thumn by careful seleotion and breed-
ing) tIen shall we have solved the vintcr pro-
b1cm, aud have the coniing boa.

1BU1LD W-' YuUR HuUM.L MARKETS8.

This, wc verily buieve, le the lest advice that
eau be givun te apiariste; generaliy. Thera
should be a steady and gqroîcing demand for houey
in every locality in Amurica, ne matter whether
it bie a large or smail place.

The large markets are weil supplie with boney
whioe in the smaller once it is often a very ecarce
article. This should net be the cas wîen the
boney is produced in tho country. Juet think of
it! The country merclants in ail tIe Western
States are continually ordering honsy, both comb
and exta-actcd, from, the wholesaie grocers cf
Chicago, ana thus it bas to bie shipped £icé 'when
noue would be necessary, if every horne market
wi-re kept well suppiu by the producers near it.

Lut evcry honcy producur sec to iL that ail the
Wowns in bie immediate vicinity are Weil snppueid
with good honuy, put up in attractive packages,
ana this will in a great measure remedy the evi
and lkcep prices up to a paying basis. The Imdi
ana Farrnzr bas the following which la just Wo the
point:

«IWc know of perrons who dispose cf gecd
crope o! honcy at a fair price axnong their neigh-
bours, while others de net try te dispose cf a
)oufld at home, but seek a large markeot at a lose

Wo thuniselves."
The exemple bas been etten recorded, how an

enturprising bee-kecper lias built np a local trade
which is net only lucrative, but a steady thing,
year after year ; sud when we think cf the saving
of freight rates aud breakages, dos t net j;ay veil
to look after the home markiets?2 Juet think cf
it 1 Five lundred or a thouamd Icadet8 with the
prodnccr's name suad arese on tlem weuld uni
tons cf hotey cvery year ii almost any ncigh-
benrhood. Try it, and astonish yourcelves with
thc result!1 The enly neeessiy je tu have good
honey in attractive packages, and cuergy enougli
Wo puel the sale sud maks the miarkiet.

STARTING IN TH1E JJEE BUSINESS

At tIc start it wiil dupend altogether on
the extent te whidh yen intend We go. if yen
want only eue or a few colonies for honey Wa b.
used at home, for etudy or as ornament to your
place, any cf Lhe standard. works on bee-cniture
wilI give yen sufficient theoretical knowledge to
begin witii. In connection with thie, yonsbonld,
if possible, vieiL sente practical bee-L-eeper, wa;i
hm. hrough tIe varions manipui.tiens in the
apiary, usl the 1 "wly aru& 'wheretore " o! anything
yeon do not ndretand. The sanie course may
b. pnraued if yan iutend eventually tW go inta
bee-L-eeping on a larger scale, bave at preoent
senie other business on whidli yen depend, or to
wbich yeià are confined, but which yen hoe »orne
titu W ave for the more cougenial, culture cf
becs. Yeu sbouid aise sabscribe for one or more
cf the principal le. papera There lam, witIt1
the lut decade, bean such a radical change in
the -anagemnent *of bées that no mmiblé mma


