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SABUA13*lTII SCIJOOL IUORK.

T 11 E attcn'ioti of the puîblic lias iii varions
ways been mmcrnd to the subjcct or

Sabbatli Sclhools. During thc past fcwv
monthis, thec Couilty Sabbatiî School Convetn
tions have beeti lheld inî several parts of t:
country. Tliere is evcry sort of convention
ini connection %vitlî this îvork,-provinciai, nia-
tional, international. During ,;uîniiir ive
have at Chautatiqua thte annual gathering of
the Sabbatli Scliooi Parliantt, suirely a suf-
ficicntly dignificd nianie for a Society of Cliris-
tian workers. Rcccntly we rcportcd thte pro-
cecdings of the Conférenîce of Sabbath Scîtool
workers licld ini the Toronto 'Metropolitanl
Cliurcli. It is noticeable tlat every ecclesias-
tical tsseinblige-wlictiier Anglican, Congre-
gational or Presbyterian- secrns to takc up
the wvork, of Sabbatli Schiools as a inatter of
vital importance. The Presbytcry of Toronto
has devoted Tuesday evening of this wcek to
the consideration of the report of thecir coin-
mittc uipon Sabbatlî School worki-thereby
evincing the decp intercst whicli tlicy take ini
this subjcct and tlicir estiniate of its important
relation tos the congregation and the Chiurcli
at large.

From ail this it is evidcnt that the work of
Sabbatli Scliools is decmcd indispensable and
necessary by the various Churchecs. Whcn
these wcrc first instituted, it wvill be remem-
bered that thecir main ohject was to instruct
ncglected children. This wvas the professed
purpose of those wlvho engagcd ini the worz-
to take from thei- ~reet poor ragged orphans
and the offspring oî wvicled parents, and to
give them, sorne shoîu of religious instruction.
It wvas only Chîristian men and women w~ho
could do such a work for the chiidren outside
of the Churcli; but for the most part their
views were so extrome upon the duty of par-
ents teaching their childrcn at home that there
was vcry general opposition to any such
things as Sabbath Schools. Nor lias the
prejudice against thcmn wholly disappeared
even in our day. In many parts of Scotland
there is no such thîing as a Sabbath School.
In net a feiw paislies such schools have only
.njoyed an ephemeral existence; and this, bc-i

cause of the dccp-rootcd fccling that the liomc
is the place for religlous isistrutrtion. But il
is evidence ofra Very guttural change ofopinior
tîtat îiotwitlistanding tte deep-rootcd preju
dices against Sabbatlî Sclhools whiciî s0 long~
prevailed in the niotîter country, they, havc
evcîî adopted the Aniericaîi institution of i1
Sabbath Scliool Convention. rlîey ivili by
andi by, wc doubt liot, have thecir parliaîîîcnts
too. Il over the world thîe Sabbath Scliool
lis growil until nlov it is regarlec as an es-
setîtial organization in cvery Cliurcli. lii
Caniada ve are hiappy to say tinit the scveral
denotninations are alive on tlie subjcct. Miec
Sabbatlî Scliool is a necessary- branch of con-
gregational wvork. Mlie mission scîtool is aI-
most a tlîiîîg of the past. WVlîerc sucli i es-
tablislieci, it is donc by sorne congregation
wliich lias relations te the mission district
because of vicinity or somne otlier circunistanice.
ut thte wnrk of Sabbath inîstruction is bcing

so tlîorougiy done by congregations. tiîat as
a ride they'arc able to attend niot aîîiy ta ilicir
own chldreil, but also to thec yoting oncs of
a certain prescribcd locality, or parocliial dis-
trict.

Suicl action as tlîat of thîe Prcsbytery of
Toronto and otlier ecclesiastical hodies shows
that the (la), of reliiots "gtishi" in i t Sabbatlî
Scliool is sîîrely passiîig away. Tie kciind\,
scliool whlicli lias h)rev'aiIed ini the Uniited
States, and whii is flot %vithout exiamples ini
the Domninion of Caniada, is a curious develop-
ment of nmoderni ideas. Tite Scripture lias
bixti alnîiost igliorc(I, and yet it is P>rotestant
Sabbath Sclîools to wliich wc are refurrinig.
lii place of eading and1( study-ing thîe Bible. a
bîack--board exercise lias becîi introdtîccd, by
%lhich dise artistic gcnicîs of superintcîîdents
lis beeni called into play. 'lie drawing o'f
thîe swinc, for example, which the prodigal
wvas sent to feed, or thîe attcrnp)t to reproduce

inî chalki thec sycarnorc truc, oftcn consumes
the proper timne given to instruction, and cer-
taiîîiy cati d10 no more titanî amuse thîe chl-
dmcîi, or fiiniister to thte teacher's scîf-coniceit.
Mhie grand idca of the typical Sabbath Schîool
of %%hich wue are spcakiîig is hiaving a good
tinte, and, accordingiy, the singing of Iîymns
is ant cssential feamure. Net that we clespise
hymnls, but ivlien tiiere is little more thian thec
singing of these, we rather dread the enervat.
ing cffcct of sucli Sabbath Sclool workz.
WVhat we wvant te sc in thte Sabbathi School
is a class of robust, intelligent, earnest teach-
ers impressing themselves tipon thec young
and rising generation, anîd imbuing tlîeir
hicarts îvith the vital principies whli ivere
enunciatcd by the Divine Teacher. Good
singing ivill have its place in such a school,
but it slîould not degenerate to the milk and
w~ater hymnnology that is sowidcly uscd. Nor
wvill the training of clîildren in Scriptural,
knowledgc ho ail that is souglit to bc accom.
plishied. Culture in respect of speech and
beliavior will go hand in hand cvith intellec-
tuai equipmcnt and Biblîcai studies.

The important and necessary place assigned
tes Sabbath Schools is scen in nothing more
conspicuously than in the splendid structures
which are built: for their accommodation.
Tho children are no longer placcd in a cold,
empty church to bc starved into saying their
catechism. The modern churches arc cvezn
giving up the use of basements for their.
~chools. They substitute commodious chapels_

attachcd tos the rear cf thc main buildings.
tTitese arc gcncrally in point of style and ma.
itcrial a comiponent part of the clitircht $truc-

turc. Intcrnally, tlicy arc dividcd into cern-
partrncsnts, wlîiclî arc fuirnishcd suitably for
the various classes thicy arc intendcd to ac-
conrnodate. Tlhese open into the auditorium,
and the children occupying thcm can scc the
plat form or bc sccn from it. By throwing
open the folding cloors, the wholc schooI can

*bc madle one audience, and bc adnirably dis-
poscd for the closing exorcises. An organ,
harmonium or piano is in most cases a ré..,

*qua n.on as to furniture. From ail this, it la
seen that the modemn Sabbath School Is a
rccognizcd factor in tie cducatîon of the
y'oung and rising gcncration. Its influence

-canntot well be ovcrcstimated. WVben Uhc
jbuscs to whicli it is apt to lcad arc carcfuliy
avoidcd, and sucli a thorough systecm cf in-
struîction adoptcd as that proposcd by the
l'resbytcry of Toronto, the Sabbaili Schoel
%viil be feit to bc valuabic for its own salie as
w~eii as for the palpable bcueflts wilich flowv
from it.

TIIIE ENGLISII BURMAL QUESTIo.Av

Tr N England the subject of the admission of1 Non-conforinists to the use of parish
church3 'ards for the burial of thecir dead, witlî
such religious services as they rnay prefer,
lias bcn the subject of long debates both in
Convocation and I>arliament, as well as of
dliscussioli iii the ncwspapcr press; and is still
u ndecidcd.

It miust corne 50031er or later to a settie.
ment; and it is mucli to bc regrettcd that thte
charitable and conitnon sc'îse adjustment for
whli heUi Arclibislîop of Canterbury se
earnestly plea(led 'vas flot accepted promnptly
and clieerfully, as it docs sem it will bc the
n]), solution ultimately possible. Conve za-

tion and t5,o00 clergymcn are opFoscd
to it. But on the otherliand, the Housc cf
Lords lias alrcady exprcsscd its approval,
and in Uhe Commons Mr. Osborne Morgan's
motion ivas only lost by a majority cf fifteen
in a Huse of 470.

Mlie opposition is largcly based upon the
ground that thc concession would endanger
the safety of the Establishment Very much
the same ground wvas taken in the persistent
opposition made some years ago tos thc aboli-
tion of Church rates; and yct now it is uni-
vcrsally allowed that this has proved an im-
mense gain to the Church. So in the Burials'
Question, wisc and gencrous concessions
wvithout thc sacrifice of principle will bring
peace and strength ; whilc persistency in the
prescnt unyiclding position will only precipi-
tate the catastrophe which is dreaded.-Lvati
gc/ical C7iurchipan.

SErLF-IND UL GENCE AT HOME.

TU HE cvii of intemperance appals men... Wc look for its sources in order that
we may apply a remcdy, but do we look far
enough? Its flrst bcginnings elude cursearch.
Wecwill find thcm often where we Ieast sus-
-pect them. It is in the home and in the early
training of our childrcn whcrc the mischief
isoften done. Self-indulgence scains. Habits
of scîf-restraint and scîf-denial are neyer in-
culcatcd. The appetite which now craves the
pîcasant dclights cf sweets wilI by and by,


