40

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,
$2:50 PLR ANWM 1N AVVANCE,

C RLACKETT ROBINSON, Kditer and Proprictor,
SFFICE—NO. § JORDAN ST,, TORINTO.

=

b e e -
TO SURSCRIBERS: .
Letters and articles Intended for the nest itaue should be in the

hands of the Fditar not later than Tuesday momang

Post Office money nler ar regtitered letier at o1 % 1Ak, Muoney
mailed in unregistered letters willbe at the nsk of the sender.

The ngures following aame on addrecs label indicate the date to
which the paper is pard. Thus: John Jones, 11 Dec. g, shows subscrip.
tion paid up to end of 18p3.

Orders to discontinue the paper must be accompanied by the
amount due, or the paper will aot be stopped,  Subscnibers are respun-
sible until full payment is made.

Recelpt of money i« acknowledged (no other receipt is given) by a
ehange of figures on Iabel. and if this is not done within fr weeks of
date of remittance the Pallisher should be notified,  Bubscrabers should
from time to time examine label, no that mistakes, if any, may be cor.
tected.

In changing an Address, it is necesuary to rend the oLp av well
as the xaw address,  The change cannot be made unlees this is done,
Parties remitting wall ploace note that geving the Townshup s quite use-
less ; the name of poteoffice alune is all that is required,

Advertiscments to centea line =13 lines to the inch.  Yearly rates
$2.00 per line.

'roud.\-:'rs, i:lm).\\'. MAY 10, 1878,
SABBATII SCIHHOOL IIMORK.

HE atten*ion of the public has in various
ways been turned to the subject of
Sabbath Schools.  During the past few
months, the County Sabbath School Conven
tions have been held in several parts of the
country. There is cvery sort of convention
in connection with this work—provincial, na-
tional, international. During summer we
have at Chautauqua the annual gathering of
the Sabbath School Parliament, surcly a suf-
ficiently dignificd name for a socicty of Chris-
tian workers. Recently we reported the pro-
ceedings of the Conference of Sabbath School
workers held in the Toronto Metropolitan
Church. It is noticcable that cvery ccclesias-
tical assemblage—whether Anglican, Congre-
gational or Presbyterian— scems to take up
the work of Sabbath Schools as a matter of
vital importance. The Presbytery of Toronto
has devoted Tuesday cvening of this week to
the consideration of the report of their com-
mittee upon Sabbath School work—thereby
cvincing the deep interest which they take in
this subject and their estimate of its important
relation to the congregation and the Church
at large.

From all this it is evident that the work of
Sabbath Schools isdeemed indispensable and
necessary by the various Churches. When
these were first instituted, it will be remem-
bered that their main object was to instruct
neglected children. This was the professed
purpose of those who engaged in the work—
to take from the s'reet poor ragged orphans
and the offspring of wicked parents, and to
give them some show of religious instruction.
It was only Christian men and women who
could do such a work for the children outside
of the Church; but for the most part their
views were so extreme upon the duty of par-
ents teaching their children at home that there
was very general opposition to any such
things as Sabbath Schools. Nor has the
prejudice against them wholly disappeared
even in our day. In many parts of Scotland
there is no such thing as a Sabbath School.
In not a few parishes such schools have only

njoyed an ephemeral existence; and this, be-

-but it should not dcgenerate to the milk and

cause of the deep-rooted fecling that the home
is the place for religious instrustion. But it
is evidence of avery geueral change of opinion
that notwithstanding the deep-rooted preju-
dices against Sabbath Schools which so long
prevailed in the mother country, they have
cven adopted the American institution of a
Sabbath School Convention, They will by
and by, we doubt not, have their parliaments
too. All over the world the Sabbath School
has grown until now it is regarded as an cs-
sential organization in every Church. In
Canada we are happy to say that the scveral
denorminations are alive on the subject. The
Sabbath School is a necessary branch of con-
gregational work. The mission school is al-
most a thing of the past.  Where such is es-
tablished, it is done by some congrcgation"
which has relations to the mission district §
because of vicinity or some other circumstance.
But the work of Sabbath instruction is being
so thoroughly done by congregations, that as
arule they are able to attend not only to their
own children, but also to the young ones of
a certain prescribed locality, or parochial Jis-
trict.

Such action as that of the Presbytery of
Toronto and other ceclesiastical hodies shows
that the day of religgious “gush” in the Sabbath
School is surely passing away. The kind'of
school which has prevailed in the United
States, and which is not without examples in
the Dominion of Canada, is a curious develop- )
ment of modern ideas. The Scripture has
been almost ignored, and yet it is Protestant
Sabbath Schools to which we are referring,
In place of reading and studying the Bible, a
black-board exercise has been introduced, by
which the artistic genius of superintendents
has been called into play. The drawing of
the swine, for example, which the prodigal
was seat to feed, or the attempt to reproduce
in chalk the sycamorc tree, often consumes
the proper time given to instruction, and cer-
tainly can do no morc than amuse the chil-
dren, or minister to the teacher’s sclf-conceit,
The grand idea of the typical Sabbath School
of which we are speaking is having a good
time, and, accordingly, the singing of hymns
is an cgsential feature,  Not that we despise
hymns, but when there is little more than the
singing of these, we rather dread the encrvat-
ing cffcct of such Sabbath School work,
What we want to sce in the Sabbath School
is a class of robust, intelligent, carnest teach-
crs impressing themselves upon the young
and rising gencration, and imbuing their
hearts with the vital principles which were
enunciated by the Divine Teacher. Good
singing will have its place in such a school,

water hymnology that is so widely used. Nor

will the training of children in Scriptural\
knowledge be all that is sought to be accom. -
plished. Culture in respect of speech and

behavior will go hand in hand with intellec-

tual equipment and Biblical studics,

The important and necessary place assigned
to Sabbath Schools is seen in nothing more
conspicuously than in the splendid structures
which are built for their accommodation,
The children are no longer placed in a cold,
empty church to be starved into saying their
catechism. The modern churches are even
giving up the use of basements for their
schools, They substitute commodious chapels-

attached to the rear of the main buildings.
These are generally in point of style and ma-
terial a component part of the church struc-
ture. Internally, they are divided into com-
partments, which are furnished suitably for
the various classes they are intended to ac-
commodate. These open into the auditorium,
and the children occupying them can sce the
platform or be scen from it. By throwing
open the folding doors, the whole school can
be made one audience, and be admirably dis-
poscd for the closing exercises. An organ,
harmonium or piano is in most cases a sine
qua non as to furniture.  From all this, it is
scen that the modern Sabbath School is a
rccognized factor in the cducation of the
young and rising gencration. Its influence
cannot well be overestimated, When the
buses to which it is apt to lcad are carcfully
avoided, and such a thorough system of in-
struction adopted as that proposed by the
P'resbytery of Toronto, the Sabbath School
will be felt to be valuable for its own sake as
well as for the palpable benefits which flow
from it.

THE ENGLISH BURIAL QUESTION.

TN England the subject of the admission of
L Non-conformists to the use of parish
churchyards for the burial of thejr dcad, with
such religious services as they may prefer,
has been the subject of long dcbates both in
Convocation and Parliament, as well as of
discussion in the newspaper press; and is still
undecided.

It must come sooner or later to a settle-
ment; and it is much to be regretted that the
charitable and common sense adjustment for
which the Archbishop of Canterbury so
carnestly pleaded was not accepted promptly
and cheerfully, as it docs seem it will be the
only solution ultimately possible. Convesa-
tion and 15000 clergymen are opt.osed
to it. But on the other hand, the House of
Lords has already expressed its approval,
and in the Commons Mr, Osborne Morgan's
motion was only lost by a majority of fifteen
in a House of 470.

The opposition is largely based upon the
ground that the concession would endanger
the safety of the Establishment, Very much
the same ground was taken in the persistent
opposition made some years ago to the aboli-
tion of Church rates ; and yet now it is unj-
versally allowed that this has proved an im-
mense gain to the Church,  So in the Burials’
Question, wise and generous concessions
without the sacrifice of principle will bring
peace and strength ; while persistency in the
present unyiclding position will only precipi-
tate the catastrophe which is dreaded.— Zyan-
gelical Cluychman,

et

SELF-INDULGENCE AT HOME.

THE evil of intemperance appals men,
We look for its sources in order that

we may apply a remedy, but do we look far
enough ? Its first beginnings elude our search,
We will find them often where we least sys.
‘pect them, It is in the home and in the early
training of our children where the mischief
isoftendone.  Self-indulgence 1uins, Habits
of self-restraint and self-denial are never in-
culcated. The appetite which now craves the
pleasant delights of sweets will by and by,




