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HOIEE JEITERATURE,

A ANIGHT OF THE NIX. CENTURY.
BY REV, B, T. ROR. AUTHOR OF * FROM JEST TO LARKEST.”

CHAPTER Vil.=-RIRDS OF PRRY.

Mr, Aot in his widely-cxtended business owned several
factories, and in the vicinity of one located at a suburb of
New York there were no banking facilities. It was, there
fore, his custom at stated times to draw from his bank at
Hillaton such amounts in currency as were needed to pay
those in his employ at the place indicated, and send the
money thither by one of his clerks.  Upon the present oo-
casion, in compliance with his wife's request, he decided to
send Haldane.  He had no hesitation in duing tlus, as the
errand was one that required nothing more than honesty and
a little prudence.

*Mr. Haldane,” said his employer, in tones somewhat
less cold and formal than those habitual with him, * we
will let bygones be bygones. J am iaclined to think that here.
after you will be disposcd to give your thoughts wore fully
to business, as a man should who proposes tu amount to
nn{lhing in the world.  In these envelopesare une thuusand
dollars in currency. 1 wish you to place them securely in
your breast-pockets, and take the five-thirty train to New
York, and fiom thence early to-morrow go vut on the Lang
Island road 10 a little station called Amutville, and give
these packages to Mr. Black, the agent in charge of my fac-
tory there. Take his receipt, and report to mie to-morrow
evening. With that amount of money upon your persun you
will perceive the necessity of prudence and care. ercisa
check paying your salary for the past month. The cashier
will give you the cum:nc{ for it. Report your expenses an
your retutn, and they will be paid.  As the time is limited,
perhaps you can get some lunch at or near the depot.”

I prefer to do so,” said Haldane, promptly, “and will
try to perform the business to_your satisfaction.”

Mr. Amot nodded a cool dismissal, and Haldane started
for a hotel restawiant near the depot with a step entirely too

uick and clastic for one who must walk heuccforth in the
shadow of “bitter mentories and datk disappointment.®* The
exercise brought colour to his check, and there certainly was
a sparkle in his dark cyes. It could not be hope, for he had
assured himself again and agan that ‘“ hope was dead in lus
heart.” 1t might have been caused after his long fast by the
anticipation of a lunch at the depot and a petit suupes in the
city, and the thought of washing both down with a glass of
wine, or poscibly with several.  The relish and eomplacency
with which his mind dwelt on this gros pect struch llaldane
as rather incongruous in a being as blighted as he supposed
himself to be  With his youth, health, and unusually good
digestion he would find no little difficulty in carrying out the
¢« gloomy grandcur” scheme, and he began to grow cun-
scious of the fact.

Thdeed, in r=sponse to a law of nature, he was alrcady
inclined to react from his unwonted depression into reckless
hilarity. lmpulse and inclination were his contreling forces,
and he was ~ccustomed to give himself up to them without
murh cfort at self-restraint. And yet he sought to imagine
himself consistent, so that he c.uld maintain his self-aj-
proval,

1 will hide my despair with laughter,’ he muttered §
«¢ the world cannot know that it is hollow, and but 2 mask
agwinst its vulgar curiosity.”

A good cold lunch and a cup of coffee~which he could
have obtained at once at the hotel near the depot—would
not answer for this victim of dc(pnir. Some extra delicacics,
which require time for pieparation, were ordered.  In the
meantime he went to the bar for an *‘appetiser,” as he
termed it.  lHere he met an acquaintance among the
Ioungers present, and, of course, asked him to take a social

Iass also. This personage complied in a manner peculiarly

elicitous, and in such 2 way as to give the impression that
his acceptance of the courtesy was a compliment to Haldane.
Much practice had made him peifect in this an, and the
number of drinks that he wasable to secure grutis in the course
of a year by being always oa hand and by maintaining an air
of slight supeiionty, combined with an appearance of bon-
homie ard readiness to be social, would have madz arcmark.
able sum total.

Before their giasses clinked together, he said, with the off
hand courtesy indigenous to bar-rooms, whereacquaintances
are made with so hittle trouble and ceremony @

¢ )\r. Haldane, my friends from New York, Mr. Van
Wink and Mr. Retchem.”

Haldane tumned and saw two young men standing con-
veniently near, who were dressed fanltlessly in the style of
the day. There was wothing in their appearance o indicate
that they did not reside on Fifth Avenue, and indeed they
may have had rcoms on that fashionable steect.

Messrs. Van Wink and Ketchem had also 2 certain air of
superionity, ard they shook hands withjIlaldane in a way
that implicd,

*\Vhile we arc metropolitan men, we reoognize in youan
extraordinary fine speaimen of the provincal.”  And the
young man was not indifferent to ther unspoken flattery. He
at once invited them also to state tothe smuking bar-tender
their preferences among the liquid compounus before them,
and soot. foar glasscs clinked together.

\Vith finc and thoughtful oouncsi they bad chusen the
same mixtase that he had ordered for himself, and suscly
come of *he milk of humar kindaess must have been n-
fused in the panches which they imbibed, for Messiv. Van
Wink and Ketchem seemed to grow very friendly towand
1aldane. Pethaps taking a dank with a man, incpired
these worthies with a regatd for him similar te that winch
the social cating of bread cseates within the breasts of
Bedouins, who, as travellers assert, will protect with their
lives & stranger that has sat at their board, but rob and
murdet, 23 a wadler of course, all who have aut enjuyed
that distinction.  Whatever may have been the cause, the
stylish men _from the city were evidently pleased with
Haldane, and thcy delicatcly suggested chat fic was such an

g:usua)iy clever fellow that they were willing to know him
tter,

1 assure you, Mr. Haldane,” protested Mr. Van Wink,
“our neeting is an unexpected pleasure.  IHaving com-
pleted our business in town, tune was hanging heavily
on our hands, and 1t 1s stall a full hatf-hour before the trun
leaves.”

** Let us dunk agan 1o further acquamtance,” said Mr.
Ketchem, coudially, evincing a decided disposition to be
fiiendly ; ** My, Haldane is in New York occasionally, and
we would be glad to meet im and help i pass a pleasant
hout there, as he s enlivening the present hour for us.’

Haldane was not castious by nature, and had been predis-
posed by training to regard all flattenng attention and inter-
est as due to the favourable impression which he supposed
himself to make invanably upon those whose judgment was
worth anything. 1t s true there had been one marked and
humshatng  exception.  But the consoling thought now
flashied into hus mund that perhaps, afier all, Miss Romeyn
was, as she asserted, but a mere **child,” and incapable of
apprectaung  hun,  The nfluence of the punch he had
drunk, and the inmediate and frnendly interest mamfested
by these gentlemen who knew the world, gave a plausible
colouring to this explanation of her conduct.  After all, was
he nut judging het too harshly 2 She had not realized whom
she had refused, and when she grew up in mind as well as
1n tusm sne miught be glad to act very ditlerently.  ** But |
may chuouse to act difletently also,” was Ins haughty mental
cunciusion.

This scif-cummunivn took place while the sull snurking
bar tenuer was mixing the decoctions ondered by the cordial
and generous Mro Ketchiem, A moment later four glasses
again chuhed togethier, and Haldane's tust acquatntance—
the young man with the aie of slight but urbane supenonty
—felicitated humself that he had ** made two free drinks ™
within a busef space of tune.

The effect of the hiquor upon Haldane, after his long fast,
was far greater than it it had bzen taken after a hearty meal,
and he began to reciprocate the fricndliness of the strangers
with increasing interest,

“Gentlemen,”” said he, *“our meeling 1s one of these fu.-
tunate incidents which promise much more pleasure to come.
1 have ordered a little lunch in the diming-room. It will
take but a moment for the waters to add enough for three
more, a2nd then we will ade anto the aity together for my
business takes me there this evening also.™

¢ 1 declare,” exclaimed Mr. Van Wink, i 2 tone of self.
grawlation, *‘ were 1 pionsly inclined I should be lcm}nc«l 10
call vur mecting quite providennzl.  But of we lunch with
yuu it must be on condition that you take a hittle supper with
us at the Brunswich afier we arnve in town.™

**Nu une cuuld vbject tosuch ageeeable terms,” cned Hal.
dane; *‘come, lct us adjuurn to the diming-room. By-
xPlnc-wny. M. Bar-tender, send us a bottle of your best
claret.”

The young man, who an hour vefure had regarded himisclf

3 cmcfly Wlighted for hife, was quite successful in **luding
his despan with laughter.”  Indeed, frum ats loudness and
frequency, undue exhilamtion was_suggesied mather than 2
** secret sutton Tt gave him a fine sense of puwes and of
his manly cstate to sce the wasters bustling around at his bid-
ding, and tv remember that hic was the hust of three gentlemen
who, while very supctivt in style, and evidently possessed of
wealth, still recognized inhim an equal with whom they were
glad to spend a sucial hou.

Scarcely ever befure had he met anyone who appreciated
him as fully as did Messts. Van Wink and Ketchem, and their
courteous deference confirmed a view which hic had long held,
that only in the large sphete of the metropohs could he find
his true fevel and most congemal companionships.  These
young mcn had a stylc about them which proviacials could
not umtate. Even the superior gentleman who introduced
them to lum had a shghtly dimmed and sarmished appearance
as he sat beside his friends. There was an immaculate finish
and newness about all their appointments—not a speck upon
their linen, nar a grain of dust upon their broadcloth and
polished boots. 1f the theory be true that character 1s shown
in dress, these men, outwardly so spotless, must be worthy
of the confidence with which they had iaspired ther new
acquamtance. They suggested two bnght coins just struck
from the mnt, and *‘they have the ning of true metal,”
thought Haldanc.

1t scemed to the young men that they had just fairly com.

menced to enjoy thest Junch whea a prolonged shnek of a
locomutive, dying away in the distance, awakened them toa
sensc of the flight of time,  Hastily pulling out his watch,
Haldaae exclaitmed with an oath,

** Ther: goes vur traia.”

Messrs. Van Wink and Retchiem were appareatly much
concerned. -

** Haldune,” they exclaimed, *‘ you are much too enter-
tamng a feilow for onc to meet when these’s a tain 10 be
caught.”

*“This is a scrious matier for me,” said Haldane, some-
what «abered by the thaught of Mr Amot'swrath *¢1 had
important buciness in town.”

* Can it not be arranged by telegraph 2* asked Mr. Van
Vink, 1n a toac of kindly solicitude.

“Qnc can't send moncy by telegraph.
mysclf.”

The eyes of Haldanc's three gnests met for a seeond in a
wav that indicated the confinnation of something in their
minds, and yct so evanescent was this glance of intelligenee
that a cool, clate obscrver would scarcely have detected it,
much less their flushed and excited host.

“Don’t worry, Haldane,” said his fitst acquainiance ;
**there is an owl tiain along 2t cleven to-night, and you can
mail your check or draft on that if you do not care to travel
at such an unearnthly hoar.”

¢ Oh, there is a late train 1™ cried the young man, much
relicved.  ** Ther I'm il right.  1am obliged to po mysclf,
as the funds 1 carry ase in suci 2 shage that 1 canavt mait
them.”

Again the yes of his gucsts met wath a furtive gleam of

No; 1 must go

saliafaction.

Now that Haldane felt himself safely out of his dilemma,
he began to be solicitous about his companions.

1 fear,” he said, *that my poor courtesy can make but
smiall amends for the loss of your tain.”

“*\Vell, Haldane,” said Mr, Ketchem, withgreat apparent
candour. * I speak for myself when I say that 1 would regret
losing thus train under most circumstances, but with the pro-
spect of a social eveming together 1 can scarcely say that 1
do.

1, t0o,” cricd Mr. Van Wink, **am inclined to regard
our loss of the the tram as a happy freak of fortune.  Let us
take the owl trun aic, Ketchem, and make a jovial mght of
it with Mr. Haldane,"”

s« il up your glasses and we'll drink toa jolly night,”
cnied MHaldane, and a's complied with wonderful zest and
vnanumty. The host, however, was too excited and pre-
occupied to note that while Mr. Van Wink and Mr. Ketchem
were always teady to have their glasses filled, they never
drained them very low, and thus at happened that he and the
shightly supenor gentleman, who made free dnuks one of the
chiet objects of existence, shared most of the bottle of wine
between them,

As the young menrose from the lunch table Haldane called
this individual astde and said ¢

** Harker, 1 want you to help a fellow out o} a scrape,
\ ou must know that I was expected to leave town by the
tive-thuty tramm, 1 do not care to be séen i the public
rooms, for old cast-iron Arnot might make a row about m
delay, even though 1t will make no difierence in his busi.
ness.  [lease engage a private room where we can have a
bottle o wine and a-quiet gaune of cards, and no one be the
wiser.

** Lentamnly—nothing caster in the world—I know\]us! the
roum—cosy—off une side—wait a moment, gentlemen.”

It seemed but a moment before he returned and Jed them,
preceded by a bell-boy, to just such an apartment as he had
described. ~ Though the evening was muid, a fire was lighted
1 the grate, and as it kindled, it combined with the other
:fxppoinlmcms to give the apartment an air of luxurious com-

ort.

** Bring us a bottle of sherry,” said Ialdanc to the bell-
boy. .
th Also a pack of cards, sume fine old brandy and cigars,
and charge to me,** smd Mr. Ketchem; 1 wish tohave my
part an tlus entertainment. . Come, Harker, take a.scat." .

** Desperately sorry 1 can’t spend the evenng with you,
sud this sagactous personage, who reahized with extreme
regret that not even for the prospect of unlimited free
putations could he afford to nsk the loss of his emment
sespectatulity, which he segarded as a capitabist does his
pnncipal—sometlung that must be drawn upon chanly.
Mr. Harher knew that hus mission was ended, and, 1n spite
of the urder tor the sherry and brandy, he had sufficient
siength of mind to retre.  In delicate Lusiess transac.
tions like the one under consideration he made 1t a point
tv have anuther engagement when matters got about as far
alung as they auw were in Haldane’s case.  If anything
anpicasant vceurted between parties whom he introduced to
cach other, and he was summoned as a witness, he grew so
cxcecdingly dignificd and superior i tus branng that every-
unc felt iihe ashing hes pardon for thesr suspicions.  He al-
ways provad an alibi, and left the court-room with the air of
an anjured man,  As people, huwever, became familiar wath
his haunts and habits, there was an increasing number who
separded his vintuous assumptions and professions of ignor-
ance in respect to centan cases of swindling wath inciedulous
smiles.

Mr. Harker, however, could not tear humself away till the
brandy and sherry appeared, and, after paying his respects
to both, went to keep lus engagement, which consisted in
lounging about another hotel on the other side of the
depot.

}\lcssrs. Vaii Wink and Ketchem of course both .knew
haw to deal the cards, and with apologetic laughter the
young men put up small stakes at first, just to give zest to
the amuscmcnt.  Ilaldane lost the fust game, won the
second and tlurd, lust again, had streaks of good and bad
luck o skilfully intermingled that the thought often occurred
to lums, .

** These fellows play as fair a game as I ever saw, and
know how to win and losc money hike gentlemen.”

$ut these high-toned **gentlemen” always managed to
heep the bottle of sherry near hum, ard when they lost they
would govd-natuzedly and hilaniously proposs that they take
adnnk, Haldane always comphed, but while he drank they
only sipped.

As the evening waned the cxcitement of the infatuated
youth deepened.  The heat of the room and the fumes of to-
biacco conbined with the liquor to unman him and intensify
the natural recklessness of his character.

There is probably, no abnormal passion that so com-
pietely masters its victims as that for gambling, and as Hal-
danc won, lost, and won again, he became so absorbed as to
be unconscious of the fligut of time and all things clsc.  But
as he lost scif-conttol, as he half-unconsciously put tus glass to
hislips with increasing frequency, his companionsgrew cooler
and more wary. Their eycsnoloager beamed good-naturedly
upon their victim, bat began to emit the eager, cruel gleams of
some bird of prey.

But they still managed the affair with consumamate skill.
Their aim was to cxcte Haldanc to the last degize of 1eck-
lessness, and yet keep him sufhciently sober for {urther play-
ing,  From Marker they had learmed that Mr. Amot had
probably seat hun inthe place of the cletk usually employed,
and, if so, 1t was quite certaun that he had a large sum of
moncy upon his person.  Haldane’s words on becoming
aware that he had missed his train confirmed their sarmises,
and 1t was now their ohject to beguile him into a condition
which would make him capable of msking his cinployer's
funds. They also wished that he should remain sufficiently
sober to be tesponsible for this act, and to remember, as
he recalled the circumstances, that it was his own act.
Theretore they kept Whe brandy beyond s reach 3 that was
not needed.

By the ume the evening was half over, llaldance found
that, although he had appatently won considerable moncy
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