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Besides ail th;s there arc two Societie,-niay 1 venture ,eali tiem
Learned Societies ?-the headouarters of one of which iii Lor1 Jon, asud tie
other Paris, founded foi the express purpose of btudying é4tanips and vte
things connected with themn; the Englishi Society bas not yet pubIihe!d
any of its work, but that of Paris issues a Quarterly Bulletin, contaling11
accounts (,- its meetings and portions3 of a catalog(,ue which it is prt!liiing,
the number laid befou'e you contains a list of its members who inay bu suxi
to be of various professions arid nationalities.

The early stamps of Mauritius, and more especially those produced by
local talent, have always excited very great interest among coIlectors-, pairtlv
as very curious speciniens of engraving, partly on account of the great
rarity of some of the varieties of them, and partly no doubt on accouint of
the want of accuiate information as to the oiigin and dates of issue, IN lich
led to ail sorts of corjectures being formed about theni and conseuquent
discussions of the various theories on the subjeet ; many articles upon tel ID
have been published froni time to time both in Englibh and fii-tignr
magazines, but it was not until quiet recently that any really autlhentie
information about thein reached Europe. This information I was enabled
to obtain through the kindness of the late, and of the present Colunial
Secretary.

It appears that in 1846 a Postal Ordinance was passed in MauritiuS in
which Postage Stamps were first contemplated, and some time in 1847' a
Mr. Barnard engraved tw'o copper plates, one bearing a single stai-lp of the
value o '« "one penny," the other a similiar stamp of the value of " two
pence," for in September 1847, the then post master reported that the
istamps required for carrying out Ordinance 13 of 1846 n~ ere ready, 700) of
them having been struck off; such Leing apparently hiQ idea of an adi qunuae
supply; however he seems soon to have found out that the stamp consuuulling
capacity o! the Mauritius public, even at that date was very mnuel gr.eÂter
thari he expected, for in May 1848, hie reported that certain irnproved
plates, containing twelve types each, one pltte o! penny tLe other of tire
penny stainps, were ready, and requested tha. a supply of each value shoulul
at once be struck off;- other paragraphs in the lettcr show, t.hat 1009 btanipi
had been printed from the original single 8tanip plates, and tL.at those
plates b .d been at once found to be quiet unable to piroduce a sufficient
uantity of stamps to supply the demands o! the public. These stainp5

were entirely for local postage, no stamps of higher value than two pence
were issued here tiii some years later, but even in England p'-nny anol two
penny postage stainps Nvere the only ones in use up to 1841, lin wlîi yeai
a shilling stamnp wvas isqued, followved in 1847 by a ten pence.

(To be conttinued.)
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AMERICA.11 envelopes are being weIl ventilated now with Scott in the
Arn. Journal of P/eilately; Casey in the Starnp Collector'8 Figaro, anld
'Tiffany in thie Collecto-i'8 Ledger.


