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Famuany 49, 1873,

o

£WO BONNETS,

DY MAX.

We walk llke men within a trood at night,
Haiung fad stumbling often on our way;

Tu0" faith s ours we chooso to walk by sight,
Treterring darknoess to the porfect dag.

Iow prono we aroe to chogsd the darker sido,
Iustead of turning to lifo’s beautoous sun;

Ylow prone wo are to besolf-satisfled,
Leasing tho goud around us all undono.

When wintry clouds above tho city loom,
Draplng ta uttor sadness all the aky,

Thon gay wo God's fuir carth is full of gloom,
Remoembaring not that joyous spring is nigh ;

YWhen bappy birds will trill thelr glad refraiy,
And summor's 0dorous resea bivom agaiu,

—

With soundless feot thro’ time's immonsity,
Tho new year comos upon tho ulceping oarth;
And angols’ oyes look Qown fromn heaven and
£¢0
Our 1lives and notions whon he wakos to birth,
Buraly woe might cast out the gloom within,
Barcly wo mightdo botter If we would;
Aud oy, sclfaightoous, harbor up ou. sla,
But gxercise our love In doing good;
And with the dawning year beg n anow
Ths noble work so long bsen Juft undono;
Toon ghall we se9 lifo's sklos in cloudless bluo
When 10 tho eastorn agure shines tho sun,
And blessod peaco and blessed glory win,
And with our souls bebold the Heaven witbin,

LESTELLE.

BY TILCTAOR OF * THW ROSE AND STAMROOK,” XT0.

OHAPTER XVIT.
LSSTEULE DUMBLES IIZRSELY.

The guccozsful manager eane to his prima
doana brisk and amiling. He wasstil]l in his
gay dressing-gown and slippers, but apologized
couttcously for a déshad(llé ho declarod to be
owing to his ozgorness to bohold hor—an oager-
ness, by tho bys, which had not prevented his
stopplug beforo s giass to 26 that bis hair and
thoes wrinkles which began toremlad him of hls
age carefally smoothed away.

«Youare an early viaitor, m'amice.’ he said ;
abut a oSt weloomoone. Iiis thefirsttime
sou have honoured e with 8 call ; may it be
an augury of many ploasant hours to bo spent
tagother.”

Jie saw Fastolle wincs, and changed the sadb-
Jact.

1 0f conrse you will breakfat w thme ? My
000K is an admirabls one, What may I ofer
F03, chocolate or coffee? Will you taste this
ragout ¢ Bat yqu look palp tbis morning. Dare
X recommend s cap of tea, aud one teaspoonful,
carefully moasnred, of can-ds-viein 14?2 Itisa
marveloas restorative.’’

#QGive mo what yoa will, only spare me com.
piiments, aod lat me despatoh my business,
and go,” 3214 Leatelle $mpatiently.

Bo placed acup at her elbow, but sselng that
sho pashed asids the dellcate viands with a look
of disgust, hysas cown to bisown bresk
which ho hegan 1o discuss with ovidens relish,

& You cat have nothiog to say that wiltispoll
my appetite,” 3. Paullon observed, waon ghe
had thirstily swallowed hor tea. ¢t Yoa have
trought ms that definlle answer I askod for
some fow days since, havs you not

She nodled assent, for her lips sccmed
parched with Inward fever, and ber voloe failod
ber.

Aftar a minute or 50, Paunlton put down his
kuifo and fork, and Jesnt towards her.,

4 Well, little ono, and what isittobo ? Yes?
] thought 5o 1

+ Stay ; you are assuming too much. I must
first Xnow how $tix that, 1o direct violation of
your word, yoa havo commenced proccedings
against tne Glopsugbtonsin my name, and yet
witboat sapprizing me cf what you are doing?”

¢ Saffer mo to correct ono or t«o crrors ja
that little enocch,” ho answorod, dellberately.
« I have not threatened any ono with a suit but
tae Honorablo Darey Leamero 3 neltherhavo 1
booken my wordin go dolnz. Tho promiss you
ha3 from mo related to the Earl, aud not to his
nephow. Foribe rest, I aaw no good pi
1o be gained 1o tolllog 3oz my plang.*

41 will not seck rodress at tho haods of the
law 1”7 eried Lestelle, vehemontly, « I furbid yon

to proceed With thls gnit.”
IWith tho utmost caso of manoer Mr. Paulion
resumoed bis breakfast. .

¢ You will not b6 of ago for some months, my
¢atld ; 11l then, T shall advanco your interests
i tho ranner I think best?? 23

“To you cxpret Lo make mo bellovo that yoo
caa thrast birth and fortune uUpon ino ngalust
1wy wiil 17 was tho indignant quers.

Traultoo stiled.

s It 15 the arst Umo I over heard & youong
laly tako cxception (o a clear reutul of fificon
tbousand & Year,”

+ Shnw 100 tho Proofs of 1oy LIrth 2*° #%o cx.
colwed, Without 8ppeariug to Licac this last
apeech,

e drow oul bls pockol-Look,

# It hias cost 10 1o Uitlo {ronhlg 1o culleel

poding the witnosses to themarriage § thelrovi.
denoe |s in tho hands of our logal advisors, also
a copy of the cortifcato of tho nuptials; thoorl-
giual [ stall bave tho pleasurs of roading toyou,
Ezxouso me,” Lo said, as slio oxtondod ber hand
fut 1t o+ 1 do not pormit this valuabie dvcumont
to leavo mo for ono momen.”

He read tho ycllow, mdedslip of papor, which
oortified that a marriage had boon performed,
nt o littlo churols amongat the Iampahire hills,
Lotween Estuer Waverlll and Arden Lesmore;
and tho bhopo Estello ad beon chorishing, that
sumeo docopuon bad been pracilsed upon her,
was gone.

For a momentsho bowed her head on hor bo-
som, nnd fanoy vividly ploturod Daroy robbod
of his high cstate, aud stung to the quick by the
publichty givon to his father’s crime; of tho
congratulations that would be lavished upon her
by those who would not droam of the pain they
fuflicted ; of the sone* loual paragraphs that
would it} the daily papoers ; aud then sho rose
fn uncantrollavio agltation.

It pust not bol I canuot bearit! Bparo
Daroy Losmoro tho shame aund disgrace svhich
now threatons him, and I will do whatover you
ask.” *wer

Paulton frowned. ¢ Is it wholly for this young
man's snke that I find you so humblo?
Romomber, I warned yoa not to permit his vi.
sits.”

#Trus; Tdlsoboyed you, and yon have pun-
fshod mo for my folly. Isitnotonough ? Neod
you dwell on this subject any longer ?" she
queried, impationtly.

Ho pointod to the obalr from which she had
rison. ¢ Bit down, Lestelle, and lot us perfectly
comprehond ench other, You wish this sult
agaiust Mr. Lesmere quashed. If I consent,
what do you give me in return 2"

A hopo that he wonld not care to wod & psn-
nilcss bridoe thrilled through her.

o It 13 for Fou {0 mako your demands, and for
me {0 comply with them 1fI can, I have had
a lotter from tho loszeo of one of tho New York
thoatres, offering me very handsomo terms for
a fow night's performances. I could add o to-
lerablo sum to your treasury if I accopted the
offer, and I am willlng to enter into apy engage-
ment you ¢hooso £0 propose.”

«Bsh you talk nonsense,” heo ;ﬁs’wered,
rudely. ¢ Havo I not alroady told you that no-
thing but your hand will satisfy me ¢ Booomo
my wifa, aad Daroy Losmere may koep his oa-
tate 3t o chooses.”

But Lestello oyod him suspiclously, ¢ You
aro strangoly ready 1o relinquish the weulth
you wéro & momant 81006 1o obstinats Jn ress-
ing on me.”

«Xsno ono capabls of a disintorested aot dbut
yourself, littlo ono ” ho .etorted. « Iflcannot
have yoa with a dowry, I must take you without
ope. 8o that I win my pretty bribg, I shall bo
oontent.”

St nnconvinced, Lestollerotreatod from bim
a3 bo tricd 1o take her hand.

o You arvdecslving mol Yoarproofs are not
as conclusivo as you hiavo represeatad thom. Do
your worst. I will awalt the issne, I will not
fetter myself untll I am gure that there is no
other way of saving Daroy.”

Wsett Pauiton’ssmiles vanishod, and pushiag
tho tablo away, becamo and stood botors her.

sLestollo, thore s no other way ; I swuar to
you that there is not § Whetber this young men
be dear to yoa as brother oz lover, he must and
shall lozs ali unless you beocome mine. I wiil
not have the plans and hopes of years sot aside
for &girl’s sllly fancy.”

8ho ralsed hor ciasped hauds.

« Havo pity on me, and upoa him ¢ Ramem-
ber how I have always l2oked upon yoa as a
stosn task-master, and—and the bothrothod of
another, How can I leara to lovo jou? It
would bo &0 ugholy unlon, and conld only end
{o our mutual misers.”

Wyott smiled grimly.

« 3 will run tho risk. You sball not ind mo
& Lad husband, So that you &re doclls, and con.
tisue to avold tho attonions of the fools who
flatter round you, I will ask ns more. Nay, I
will evea promise to romove you frum tho swage
ero loog.”

Lostollo glanced at Lits infiexible face, and
velled hor eyes.  8ho hadalwaysdistrastod, but
now shd bated him; and, for & moment, she
was disposed to start up, tolllng hlin thls, and
once moro dofylng him. But a thouglit of Darcy
—his namo blightod, his prospocts rulocd-—had
powar to rostrain her,

u Aftor all, it s only I whoneed bounbappy,”
sho sighod to hersoll ¢ Daroy wilil marry his
beautifa: couilp, and forgot that J,estelle, the
actross, ovor crossod his path, Ought 1 to
tbiok any sacrifico Loo groat that is p.ade for
bim "

Bat ovon as sho camo to thls oonclasion, bor
hatrod of the manazer camo baok in full force.

¢ You are both ungencrous and nawlso to force
mo into . Union agalnst which my soul ro.
volts 17 sho told Wyctt, passionately. ¢ No.
thing wlll over componsate you for tho bar-
den of an unloving wife, who will ba for ovarbe.
side you, yet nefthor friend nor cumpanlon. A
1itt)s while, and you will loathe thesight of tho
woman you aro now persocullng with stich un.
soemly persistence.”

¢ I will take my chiance,” he sald, tranquilly,

, ¢ 1 Lavo vutlived the gcason when wownsko lovo

o.r mastor passions. Aud soit is doctded. Yonu
wil! Lo iny wifo—but whoa ¢ To-morruw "
Imstelle shuddored.

« No,nof I maust havo {imo v aoccusiom
uysolf {o the thuuglt of the droary Life bofuro

me."

tocen. I bLiave beon at conslderablo capeusc tu,  Jaadon fruwned,

« X do not Jike delays, nefthor will I submit
to thom § bat I willgivetimo for preparing your
trousseay., What Is to.day ? — Friday. On
Monday weok, thon, at 8t Paulls, Kuights.
bridgoe, at ten o'clock, Thore mustno wavering
now, Lostolle—no attompts to recode from your
promise. I wllinot be trifled with, Comprenes.
vous "

8lho howed hor hoad, and, drawlog the voil
over her faco to hido tho despalr deploted on it,
turned to leavo hiwmn, Xo sa'w hor atops falter,
he hioard the zob she could not repross, and
sprang forward just in timo to p.eveus her fall.
ing heavlly to the floor,

OCHAPTER XIX.
A QUARRRL.

It scemed an unutterable reifef to Y.estello,
whon she found horsoelf onco Mmore in her own
000!, darkonod chamber, with the batefal faco
of \Wyott Paulton no longor bonding over ler,
nor bis voloo, in its most modulated tonos, ut-
tering regrets for hor indisposition, The kuotr.
lecigo that sho was his bond-slavo mado his pre.
sonos all tho moro intolerable ; and whon he
would havo touched hor sheok with hislips oro
ho lelt her, sho put and ber hiands, and thrust
him from her with a look of abhorronco whioh
he answored with a frown that menacoed rotalin.
tion soonor or lator.

Prosently Miss Hill stole to the vouch of the
miserable gir}, and wrapped her arms around
her, %I hoped I sbhould find you woeping, my
poor chlld, for toars would rellove you. \Yhat
has happoned ? Wilt you not tell mo

st Alas, Lottios | why should I distress you,
who conld neithier help nor comfort mo '’ was
tho desponding reply.

s Aro you sure of that ¢ Try me! Reoolleot
the fablo of tho ¢ Lion and Mouso;’ and st
least glve mo orodit for the sinoorest sympatby
in your troublea”

« Bat thoy copoern Wyelt Paulton.”?

« And you thiok that I cannot caimly bear
frosh proofs of bis villany ¢ Again I say, try
me. IfXcannot help you, dear Leatolle, I can
grieve with you”

Though still reiuctant to pala the gontle, go-
nerous woman, Lostelle told all.

s And as your marriago is now a doolded
thing,” Mlss Hill commentod, hor voleo fulter.
ing o little, ¢ porhaps you will learn tolovo Mr,
Paulton by-and.by. e can be tho mnost fascl.
nating of moen syhen ~ ploases.”

s« Ho hias ovor car  to practise luls fascina.
tions on ouo who ponetratad hts true cbaracter
long alnoe,” answered Lestelie, contomptuonsly,

Mgy Hill took no notice of thix, but began to
Question bar so closely about Daroy Lesmere,
and bor owwa oconneetion with tho Glonaughton
family, that at 1ast sho grow tired of answoring
toquuries whioh brought baok scencs and oir.
cumstances sho longed to forget,

o Dear Lottice, why dwoll on tho past ¢ Youn
k0oW that I left Mre. Pricd’s at thesuggostion of
Wyeott, who had learned somehow that I wasa
daughter of tho Glonaughton family. Of thocor.
tilcsts of my mothor’s marriage ho doprived
mo when he first brought tae to London, to placs
mo under your care. How ho prevalled tupon
you to underiake sach an vnerous charge I can.
not divine.”

A flush crossed Aflss Eill's face,

¢ Qanpot you? And yetifycn hadloved him
&8 devotedly as X did, you wourld have bsen as
willing to further plans whioh were to be the
stepolog-stongs to his — or, &8s s used to say
thon, our—-futare prosperity.”

«When I grow oldor aud bravaer," Lestello
musiagly procoeded, ¢ I asked him for the pa.
par, but was put off with assuranooss that it was
to safer keoplng than my own, and thrt 1t would
be positively Tzlzcsoss unul 1 came of age, He
would havokept mo in ignoranco of its parport,
but this  isarned as soon a3 I was abdle to read
the letter ho dropped whenappropriatingit. It
had been srritton by my mothoer in her djling
hours, when sho felt that shio had carrled hor
solf-sacrifice too fur, and that sue ouust nsserd
tuo righis of the cbild who woald soon bo a
friondicss orphan. From that lewer I tearned
that sho was legally married to oune of tho sons
of tho lato Lord Glonauzhiton: and untit last
night, 1 dbelluved myself to bo tho daugbter of
tho presont Earl”

« It dosa not seam probable that a man inhils
poation would bavo commiticd two such mnnd
fcle 88 roar swry stiribales Lo hum,” Miss il
obsorvod,

s Wero thoy not equally culpable §n his bro.
ther 2" -

« 8carcely, for the Honorablo s den Liosmore
was pot the head ol his family, and may havo
Loon 83 thongbtliess and unprincipied as yonngor
sous frequently are. Tho Earl s o manof a
difforeat stiamp —- dignified, reserved, aund fally
alivo totho dutiseof hisrank. If tho filegitimeacy
of Lis nepbow suould bo proved, i1t wiil bo n
great Llow to bim, aud tho Lady Ida, who s as
proud as her fathor.”

s Don't speak of it—I cannot hearit1” moaned
Lostolle. ¢« But thoy will bosparcd tbls sorrow,
Paulton—baso though I kaow bim to be—dare
not break his promise.”

s 3o oxancts & fearful price for his silonce,'
sighed Miss Hill, And tho writbiog girl bade
hLior auy no more, but leave Lier.

» Who shivald kouw this bester than 1do 2°1

tho thoatre, & 1Mttle paler than usua), and with
o wistfut look !a her dark oyes which thoy had
nover worn before. Visocount Brancelelgh stood
at tho wing whon she camo off, curtaeylng her
acknowledgmonts of tho rapturous applause
that followed tho BOvalo; and, for & momont,
alio put her cold fAingers joto his palm, as if she
nesdod tho renssuring touch of & friund’s hand,

#\Vhat is tho matter, Leatsile T he whisper.
ad. ¢ I bave only just honrd that you havaboy
11}, and your looks conrm tho roport.”

8ho drow a long breath. «I am woll agaln,
Doa't stop to question me; Mr, Paalion’s oyes
are upon us; but tsll your cousin be peed not
foar any further anunoyance, He will compre.
hend my moaning®

The next minute, Mr, Paulton had led her

away, smiling blandly, and bowing to ono and
avother as ho did so; but whon thoy woro at
the door of tho young solrcss's drossing rooin,
bis faco ohanged as ho spoko iun his stornest
tonos,
# Lot this bo tho last timo that I fud you
holding communication with cithor of tucse
Glenaughtons, Ifyou were notz siily, crodulous
woman, you would s06 that they are only craftl.
1y plylng you with fiatteries, that thoy may
loarn all you can toll them of my plans.”’

Lestollo dlsengaged hor arm fromn bis, and
would have passed on withont roplylng, but ho
would not lot hor.

«You must promige boforo you lapvd Ine.
Don't struggloand lookavgry, Somo day, When
‘you ate wiser, you will thank me for my firm.
ness”

« ] shall alwaysspeak kindly Lo Povey Brance-
loigh—always I'? sho sald dollberatoly. ¢ You
know why I havelikedwnd pitled him, Ittwas
your own &cts that brought us togother.”

“And now I think fit to separate you. I
have nevor had any falth in thls kind of
friendships, and so romombor that I bid yousos
him no moro.”

«Have I sold both soul and body toyou " sho
asked Impetuously. ¢ Take care! You aro
rousing all tho evil in my nztaro! I may yot
foll all your sochomos, and make ycuropont that
you ever gmbarked in them 17

\Vyott Paniton grow ghastly pale, and caught
hold of tho door-framo for support. Yot it was
in his usuaily anrdonio manner that ho asked,
t And how will you do this ¥

estelle lot her arms fall by hor sido, It had
but besn the empty threat of a robollious wo.
man, who chafed agzinst the chalns that wore
olosing around her.

Ho gaw thls, aud recovared lLus Qwn 0QNiyd.
sure., For o moment, ho had beon rald that
ho had gone too far, and that sho m, ht grow
dosperats and escaps him, Now that his woll.
1aJd schomes tworo 80 near frultios, he must be
cautious, and this recolloction made him soften
his volce into moro conciliatory tones.

#“Wo nre foollsh to quarrel, m'amis. I had
forgottonm, for the minute, that you have a fancy
ihat this yooth isdying. As 800D &8 Wo are
raarried, 1 will prove rmy confidents In you by
removing this reatriction. and mysalf inviting
Visoount Branceleigh to visit us.”

Lestolle mades no answor, but inding that he
nolonger attempted to detaln hor, ehs passed
swiftly into her Qreasing-rootn, and lockod the
door botwoon them with a floroe haste, boruof
hor Increasing dateitation of tho man to whom
the rest of lier dayswore to be davoted.

Porey curried hor messags 0 his cousin, re-
poating 1t to him as hs 2at in the Countess of
Gilenaughton's boudolr, waitlng for Lady Ids,
w0 was going to ride with him. Darcy, bowe
evor, did not appear overjuyed at the tidings.

# \V'hat doos ahe ean ? How has aho pre.
vonted the prosecation of the olaim ? 1 bad
rather, much rather, have bson permitted to
ecxamine the evidenoo on which ft is sounded,
and doctde for mysclf whether it bs a just or un.
Jjustono”?

“ A8 far 08 you are conoerned, it isanun.
founded omo, depend upon It1” satd Porey.
« Therefore, I wonld, if I were you, noocopt Les-
toliFs assurance, and lot the affair dio away.”

«Now, 1 canrot do that,” Darcy cxolatmod,
aftor o fow minutes’ thought, « It Lestsllo 1s ro-
nouncing or own rights on my behalf, 1 sbonld
bo solfish and ungsnerous to sufferit, I muss
Kanow more nboay the matter.”

« Bettor not,” sald Porcy, with asigh. «Qr,
at least, oonsent tolet 1t 1o in aboyan~s anti! I
amgone. If 1 were strong and abivy L0 COpd
{ with tronble, 1'd not ask this; but I'm Just a
weak norvous \nvalld, yearuwng to bo porited
to croop out of my mortal coll as poscofully as
I can.”

Nelthsr of the spoakers had heard Lady Ids
outer, but NOW hor voi00 pattishiy intorposad.

« Bow foollshly you talk, Percy. Dr. Dull.
TNAN ASUres MAMMA 1SS you take o vory 0x.
aggerated view of your casd, and thas you are
not in any danger. Excroise and moderate Ity.
$ng will s00n rastore you to hoalth.”

« Dr. Dutlinan 18 vory kind; I <rish I conld
agreo with him,” hes brother repliod, as soon as
ho had mastered a it of coughing.

« Y on seom to tako & oracl pleasure in fright~
oning uy” Ida pald, Toproashfully. « You are
ai®ays roprescutiog yourself as worse thas you
roally arc.”

«Ami? Then Dl broak myself of suci >
moean trick. I did not know you wore inths
' Toum when I was speaking of my wishoa”

o \Whay has Darcy beon proposing? May X

sho domanded, * Lot tno sirivo Lo sloep, futor | 1oy kuow T Lits sistor nquired, o8 sho took the

got Low soon I stall bo lis wifo—1f 1can?"

Bat not all Logteila’s fartitade wonld enable
hor to go through ber pa . in R comle opora thiat
uight, ovon thoagh Mlr. 2aulton soul W uppLse
lior tbat Royally cxpooted Uer presance. On
thp fullowing ovenlug, how avor, sa¢ apjrurieu t

N

soat Darcy roso (o give her.

# To Ly as high-minded as Lestolls, and reftas
tuo sacrifice sho offtrs to mako,” Percy an.
swerod, @ Sho Las interposed, it apposrs, to
prevent tho kuit belog carried oaY

© Ma caavd hex gy »A sullicient proof that
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