160 ‘ Waser Spout on Georgiun Bay.

WATER SPOUT ON GEORGIAN BAY.

Tz Collingwood Enferprise says
that on Wednesday last aboiitii 1 o'clock,
our town was visited with o ¥ery imu-
sual. phenomenon—a watérspout. The
whirlwind gathered up the water ahout!

- 8ix miles out in the lake, the wind blow-
ing from the north-west, lightning and
dark -ominous clouds overhead. Tt first
uppeared as a small bright speck iu tho
black cloud, something in the shape of
a cono turned upside down, but quickly
inercased in volume and length until it
Had the appearance of an immense jet
rising several hundred feet in the air.
When reaching Nottawassaga Island
the column of water was divided, the
latger portion taking a direct westerly
course across the southern portion of
the island-picked up a sail boat which
was moored at the wharf belonging to
Captain Collins, and. lifted it bodily,

turning it upside down, depositing it
across the dock, without any further
injury. A son of Captain Collinshada
very narrow escape from baing carried
into the lake; it required all his energy
in holding on to a stump to prevent the
wind earryinghimi away. Crossingthe
istand:itprocceded'to the shore, where
it lifted up larde trees, hurled them
along with it.as so.many chips. Whit
the larger body vas thus tearing along
inh a8 weosterly divection, the smalles
hody swept.along towards:the town,

lifting the water when it came near the
shore’in an immenso mass aliout 60 or
100 fect square and about 20 feet high,
boiling and scething asif'in o -cauldron.
It struck Hotchkiss & Peckham’s lum-
ber yard about the center, lifting the
boards from several of the piles and
hurling them about 150 feet through a

board fence belonging to the house 0o-

cupied as a boarding house for the mill.
Here the boards were deposited broken
into small picces, at the same time tear-
ing & portion of the verandah from its
position. * Passing along it levelled
fences, sent shingles' flying in- every
direction, carried away boards, &ec.,
until it crossed Hurontavio street, & lit-
tle-above Kelly’s Hotel, where ‘it rose
and appeared to have lost some of its
force.  Tliere ‘was no serious damage
done. It was rather amusing to se¢
«the people, however, rpnning,to escape
its fury. The tug George W
a varrow cscape from injury, ‘ds it took
every particle.of power in hérmachine

to eseape being caught in the ywhirlpool,
having only a few fect to sparve whenis
c¢hanged its course and left her clear of
danger. Immediately after the pass-
ing of the waterspot therewas a very
heavy rain and:hail storm, which lasted

about twenty minutes. The rain fell

in torrents.
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