
TIZE MOTIIER AND BOY. 1l>J

Tom left the wiindow, and thirew himself at full length iiîto the
cradie, wvhere ho commenced rocking hiweIf with a force and
rapidity tbai made everythîng crack again.

"( Get out ofithat cradie ! What do yen mean ? The child
really seeins possessed !" And the mother cauglit him by the
arm, andjerked b.im froro the cradie.

Tom said nothing, but, wii'h the most imperturbable air in the
world, walked týl'ice around the room, and then pushing a chair
up before the di-ess*ing bureau, took therefrom a boule of hair
lustre, and pouring the palm of bis littie. hand full of the liquid,
commenced rubbing iLupon his bend. i'wice had this operatien
been performed, and Tom was pulling open a drawer to get the
hair-brush, when the odour of the oily oompound reached the
nostril8 of the boy's mother, who wvas sittingr with her back te-
wvard him. Turnimg quickly, sho saw vhat was guing on.

"You P, feli angry fromn lier lips, as she dropped the baby
i the cradie. IlIsn't it :oo mutch V" she continued, as she
swept across the room te wvhere Tom %vas standing before the
bureau dressing-glass.

"There, sir P" and the child's ear rang wvith the box ho re-
ceived. Il There, sir !" and the box wvas.repoated. "Iaven't
1 told you a hundred imes net te toucli that hair-oi Jubt see
what a spot ofgrease yeu've made on the carpet ! Luok at your
hands V"

Tom Iookied at bis hands, and seeing them full of oil, clappod
them quickly dowvn upon bis jacket, and tried te, rb them cleau.

Il There ! Stop ! stop! Now se yens new jacket that yen
put on this morning. Grease from top to bottom ! Isn't ià tee
bad ! 1 am in despair V" And the mother let hier hands fait by
lier 8ide, and ber body drop into a chair.

"1It's ne use to tiry," she continuod ; "ll'il give up. Just sec
that jacket ! It's totally ruituod ; and that carpot too. Was
there ever sucb a trying boy ! Go dowit stairs this instant,
and tell Jane te corne up bore,">

Tom bad reason te know that bis inother wvas net in a moed
te be trifled wvith, se lie wvent off briskly and called Jane, who
was direc:ed te get some fuller's earth, and put upon the carpet
wvhere oit bad boon spilt.

Net at ali liking the atrnosphere orfhis mohe' roem, Tomn
being once in Mhe kitchen, foît iie inclination te, return. H-is


