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been unusually favoured. Mathews
'vas not simply an actor. Indeed, we
shall probably be supported by public
opinion when we say that those pages
which relate to his life before lie ap-
peared professionally upon the stage are
the most interesting among the rnany
very interesting pages of this book.
Moreover, it wu~ a great advantage to
have an accounit of the greater part of
two out of three periods of Mýathevs'
life, written by the hiero himself in his
own racy style. WVe will. however, give-
a short account of the actor's career be-
fore paying attention to the subordinate
point of the editor's shortcornings.

Charles Jamnes Mathews was born at
Liverpool, on Boxing-night, 1803, and
iiarrowly escaped being christened Paul.
His fath)er and mother were both weIl-
known comedians of their day, and ap-
pear to have entertained much affection
for their child, wliomi they designed for
some more serious (or, in the caut of the
day, respectable) profession.

But no amounit of dressingy the littie
fehlow up in 'a complete parson's suiit of
black, old-fasbioned square-cnt coat,
long-flapped waistcoat, bands, shoes and
lbuckles,' could gîve the twig the neces-
sary clerical bend, when the coipany of
such mon as Colman, Hook, Liston,
Kemble, and James and [Horace Smith,
wvas leading Iiin to look at things froni
a dramatic and literary standpoint. In-
doed, we can imagine the circuinstanco
operating ratiier to turn his attention to
îiiciry and the art of ' making up ' for
a part, in which he afterwards excelled.

The usuial school-boy trouibles being
over, architecture was chosen as his
fuiture vocation, and bis studios coin-
moenced under Puin. Amiongy other
works upon which lie was employed, ho
mentions the Pavilion at Brighton,
which was 'artisticaliy executed under
the personal sulperintendence of George
the Fourth.' We prefer to attribute this
favourable criticism to the sarcastic
powers of the emibryo cornedian rather
than to a lack of tautu in the budding
architect.

Even in those early (lays lis histrionic
powers were noticeable. A profossional.
trip to Paris nmade him acquainted witli
Frenchi actors and acting, and, upon bis
return, his imitation of tho celebrated
M. Perlet, at a pnivate but largely-
attended amatetir performance, was so
ýperfect as to deceive even men intirnate
with the great original.

Hardly had the young man acquired
a smattering of bis profession, when an
event occurred which changed the com-
plexion of lis whole life. Lord Blessing-
ton, who waà on friendly terms with
Mathews the elder, was bitten with the
mania for building a castle on his Irish
Pstates, and young Mathews was sent for
in a hurry to help to put the noble-
man%' crude ideas into shape. Nothing
came of the building project, but so
much was Lord Blessington taken by
the vivacious manners and versatile
talents of his new com)panion that he
took him to ltaly, where a inost delight-
fut year was spent, chîefly at Naples,
ainid charming company.

To our mind this part of Mathews' hife
is the nost interesting. Certainly it had
a great effect uipon hîs futuire capabilities
as an actor. The yonth, who had known
Lamnb,Hook, and Liston as a boy,was now
being polished by associating, with D'Or-
say and the society of the best travelled
Englishmiien to be found in Italy. It is
littie wonder, then, that ho should have
earned tho praiso of being the only light
coinedian who, in acting a gentleman
upon the stage, still preserved the man-
ners of a gentleman in a drawiug-room.

After Italy, ho ivas sent to Wales to
oversee certain building operations anis-
iug ont of one0 of the thon numnerous
bubble companies, in which his father
had unfortunately dabbled. Already ho
wvas writingr songs and pieces for his
father's performances (iucluding the
%vell-known 'Jenny Joncs '), and, when
the NVelsh Iron and Coal Company ex-
1 loded, bis relatives wore a little non-
plissed as to the best course for himi to
pursue. Bie resisted, however, ail teinpt-
ations to the stage, and entered thie office
of Nash, the archîtect. Not getting, on
bore as he expected, ho essayed a second
continental tour of a more purely pro-
fessional character than the last, end-
ing, hoviever, in bis meeting Lord Nor-
mammby at Florence, and g3)ingr in with
him, heart and soul, for pnivate theat-
ricals.

A severe illness sent him home again,
and his expiring effort as an archîteet
wvas to ap1y for and obtaia a district
surveyorship, a post which lie did not
retain long. In 1835 bis father died,
financially embarrassed, and Mathews%'
own troubles began. We cannot follow
hîm through the second periud of hiis
life, the period of unwise attempta to
manage large theatres without capital,
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